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C It A R L 

The Wars and Hoftiliiy betvieen the Kingdoms ^ 
£ngiand^ and Scotland. 

Jp ROM very i^emdtd times the iflartdsrf Great* 
Britain bad been divided tnta two diftinfl Parts 
or Regions. 

In the Southern part feven different Soi^eteign-c 
ties were eftabliihed, which became fucceffivdf 
tmited iilto one, and formed the Monarchy and 
Country of England. . 

The Northern part of the Iflaiid, be&ig lic^Iy 
three hundred miles in length, formed the King-' 
dom and Country of Scotland j which was totally 
independent on, and uncofnne£l^d with the Mo^ 
narchy eftablifted in the South. 

Thofe Kings( who had united the fe^en Saion 

Sovereigntid under dieit donunion, wefe not 

without fome anlbition alfb to make the coziqtiefll 

of Scotland, as we may judge from the infcrip- 

A tions^ 






2 On the Kingdom • of Scotland. 

tion* upon fome of their coins, in which the ftyle 
is ufed, of Magna Britannia Rex. However, they 
never proceeded to any aftual, earneft enterprise, 
to effe<a jthat conqueft : And the title they af- 
fumed of Kings of Great Britain^ was only the 
effeft of temporary flights of ambitious vanity, 
not unlike that which caufes Eaftern Princes to 
add to their other titles that of Sovereigns of the 
World. 

The firft Kings of the Norman line manifefted 
a fimilar kind of inactivity in regard to attempt- 
ing to fuhdue the Kingdom af Scotland : They 
poffibly entertained the fame fenfe of the difficul- 
ty of the undertaking as the Saxon Kings had 
done, 

Edward the Firft, who reigned about an hun- 
dred and fifty years pofterior to the Norman 
Ck)nqueft, was the firft King of England who 
formed a ferious defign to unite the Kingdom o£ 
Scotland to his Crown, He was induced to the 
enterprize by his peculiar ambitious temper : And 
the fuccefs he had had in bringing .the Principality 
of Wales under his obedience, became a farther 
ftimulus to his ambition. 

, -An extremely favourable opportunity ^loreover 
offered itfelf to King Edward the Firft. 

The Crown of Scotland had become vacant, 
by the death of the late Sovereign without leav- 
ing ifTue. Two Candidates, fprung from the Scot- 
tifh Royal family, laid claim to it. The decifion 
of the difpute was referred tp Edward by tlie two 
Claimants, and likewife by the Body of the Scot- 
tUh Nobles-, who were apprehenfive of a civil war 

amoiig 
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among themfelves, Edward, under pretence of 
ufing greater folemnity, invited the two Candi- 
dates, together with the principal Perfons of the 
Scottifh' Nobility, to meet him at Norham,^ hi 
Northumberland, where he was at that time en*- 
camped with an army. Having thus got all the 
important Perfons of Scotland in his power, he, 
on a fudden, proffered a claim, in his own behalf, 
of Sovereignty and liege fuperiority over the 
Kingdom of Scotland ; and before he fuffered 
either of the Candidates, or any of the Scottifh 
Nobles, to depart, he compelled them to fubmit to 
his claim, and take an oath of fealty to him. 
About a year afterwards he gave his award on 
the difpute ; and before he put the fuccefsfiil 
Claimant (John Baliol) in^poffeffion of the King^ 
dom, he compelled him to renew his oath of 
fealty to him, and to bind himfelf te performing 
in future the different fervices which the feudal 
laws ufually impofed upon Vaffals, fuch as obey* 
ing fummons, giving military aid, &c. 

Conditions that had been fubmitted to, 
amidft fuch circumftances, were not likely to be 
afterwards very faithfully .executed. The failurfc 
of the ScotHfti King in performing thofe engage^ 
m^nts which had thiis beep forced upon him, 
induced Edward to invade Scotland, He was 
fo fuccefsful in this expedition, as both to ddeat . 
his new Vaffal, and make him his prifoner. He 
carried him to London, where he kept him conr 
fined in the Tower ; leaving, in the mean tim^, 
an Englifh Governor, fupported by an Englifh pii- 
litary force, in Scotland. , 

A 2 The 
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The Scots took arms a fecond time, und^ thQ 
coadud of that reiiowned leader, William Wal« 
lace ; but, aft^r a feries of confid^rable fuccefs* 
ea, they loft the great battle pf Falkirk, ia which 
Edward commanded in perfpn \ an4 Scotland wa$ 
stgain brought under fubje^tfon. 

Encouraged by the natural ftr^ngth of fhdif 
country, the Scots rofe a third time, and £|llying 
from thdr mountains and hidden ikftneff^s, drov^ 
the Englifli garrifons before them. Edward led 
another army into Scotland. He was again fuc- 
pefsful, and carried his conqufsfts in this third e^f 
pedicipn, as well as hi$ refentm^^Qt, lartfaer than 
^e had done before. 

A fourth time the Scots took arms ; and Ed<» 
ward wa$ once more marching a powerful army 
in order to reduce them, with a fettled refolution 
to annihilate every remnant of refiftance and op- 
pofition ill Scotland, whe|i he on a fudden fell 
fick, and died on the borders, in the fixty-ninth 
year of his age. 

Edward, on his death-bed, had recommended 
to his fon Edward II. to profecute the war againft 
the 3cots, till that Country were completely fub- 
dued. This Prince, as foon as he was fully fet^ 
tied on his throne, undertook an expedition 
againf); Scotland in perfon^ But the fortune of' 
war bere-fevoured thie Scot? in their turn. They 
defeated Edwafd 11. at Bannockburn, near Stir- 
ling. The yidory which they obtained over him 
was fo decifive as to have beei^ compared by 
Hiftorians, tp that won by William the Conqueror 
at Haftings. 

This 
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This viftory fecurcd the Scots ^gainft any faft 
(her attempt from Enghad during that reign* 
But the fucceeding King> Edward lU* fopn re^ 
flamed in his turn th<^ defign of conquering Scot.- 
land) and he difplay^d in his different enter-r 
prizes againft the Scots, a dagrcse of a&ivity and 
^meftneis ^qual to that mwifefted by King £d^ 
ward !• 

And, to fay the truth, the ^onqueft of Scotp 
land was ^ projed which ambition very natural^* 
iy fuggeft^d to an Engliih King« The dread of 
hoftilities from fo numerous a Nation, fettled in 
fjbe fame Ifland in which his own Kingdom was 
fituated, kept him in a ftate of continual uncer* 
tainty or anxiety, and cramped the e3$:ecution of 
his defigns either for overcoming his rebellious 
Barons and Subjefts at home, or for profecuting 
his foreign wars and conquefts. The very indcr 
pendency, befides, of fo confiderable a part of 
the liland in which he reigned, feemed to ca& 
a difcredit on his name in his own Kingdom, ^d 
was a blot uiy>n the reputation of his power and 
his arms, on the Continent. 

At the fame time, the aim of an Engliih King, 
in a war with Scotland, was not barely to wrell 
a few territories from that Country, but to con-, 
quer the whole abfoltttely,-«to reduce the King 
•to the quality of a Subjeft. This defign was 
«ven openly avowed by ihe Englifb Kings ; and, 
in order to forward the attaining of it, they had 
fet up a claim (as h^th been above obferved) of 
liege fuperiority and feudal fovereignty over that 
Kingdom. Now, fuch a claim produced the ef- 
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feft of making peace almoft impraaicable be- 
tween the two Kings of England and Scotland. 
In fafk, a claim of that tendency admitted of no 
compromife, nor could be qualified in a Treaty. 

Another hurtful confequence of this claim of 
a Kege fuperiority in the Englifh Kingdom, was, 
that it united the whole body of the Scottifh No- 
bility into a conftant hoftile confederacy againft 
England, For, had the claim fet forth by the 
Englifli Kings fucceeded to be eftablifhed, the 
Scots Nobles muft, from the ftation of Peers and 
hereditary Counfellors to an independent Sover- 
eign, have funk into the condition of Vaffals to 
a Vaffal. With the Englifh Nobles they muft 
have been fatisfied to rank as Commoners. And 
in regard to the Englifh Nation at large, they muft 
have flood in the predicament of a fubordinate 
inferior People. 

A ftate of perpetual war accordingly became 
the confequence of the fituation in which the two 
Kingdoms flood in regard to each other. The 
treaties between them never were treaties of abr 
folute peace, but only truces for a time, during 
which each Nation was watching for proper op- 
portunities, and preparing either for frefh attacks 
or for defence. 

The Kings of England were fuj^orted in their 
cnterprizes againft Scotland, by the fuperior 
wealth and populoufnefs of their Kingdom. The 
Scots were affifled in their refiflance by the na- 
tural obflacles with which their Country abound- 
ed, by th^ lakes and hills with which it is inter- 
fperfed, by the deep inlets of the Sea with which 

it 
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it is interfered, and alfo by the really great ex- 
tent of the Country ; all which circumft^nces 
together made it next to impoffible for a Con- 
queror to penetrate every part of it. The feye- 
rity of the weather in that northern latitude, du- 
ring a con'fiderable part of the year, was another 
kind of natural defence. And to all thefe ad- 
vantage's in favour of Scottifh independence, we 
muft very likely add other peculiar caufes, arifing 
from the internal polity of the Scots, and their 
manner of living among themfelves. 

All thefe circumftances, combined together, 
mufl have pofleffed great efficiency : For, not- 
withftanding the advantage in almofl: every pitch- 
ed general battle remained decifively, to all ap- 
pearance, on the fide of the Englifli ; yet, it 
happened in the iffue that the Scots had only 
been difperfed ; their main ftrength remained un- 
broken ; and bn the firft favourable opportunities; 
they were able to. fally again in great numbers 
from behind the lakes, and mountains, and 
to drive once more their invaders out of the 
country. - . ' 

The projed of the conqueft of Scotland, which 
had been begun with fo deep a policy, as well as 
puriiied with fo much vehemence and fpirit by 
King Edward 1. was, as hath been above men- 
tionedi refumed both by his fon and grandfon, 
Edward the Second and lldward the Third. All 
the Englifh Kings, who fucceeded thefe, conti- 
nued to fet up the claim of feudal fuperiority over 
the Kingdom of Scotland ; and moft of them 
endeavoured to mak6 thp fame good by military 

enter- 
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enterprizes. The tcrars between die two Nations 
continued till the reign of Edward the Sixth, 
Whofe uncle the duke of Somerfet, Protedor of 
the Kingdom^ gained the battle of Pinkies againft 
die Scots : That was the laft battle fought be- 
tween the two Nations before the Union of the 
. Crowns. 

A lively defcriptipn of the lafting contefts tl^t 
took place between theEnglifh and Scots, is con-^ 
fained in the following paffage of an hiftorian : 

*' And now (the reign of Edward I.) began 
•* the eonteflt between the two Nations, which 
*^ fpilt more Chriftian blood, did more mifchief, 
*^ and continued longer^ than any wars that tire 
*^ read of between any two People in the world. 
" For all the Itiiigs which preceded for three huft- 
*' dred years together, eveii to the bleffed union 
** of them by King James I. had their ftiare more 
^ or lefs in the quarrel. And though England, 
^* being much the greatet jind ftronger Nation, 
" had the good fortune often to overcome, yet 
** it was with fo great expence of blood, time and 
^ tteafuxe, that what Ihe got.coft more than it 
^ was worth \ the Scdts being never fo folly ftib- 
" dued, but they were foon for recovering their 
*' liberties again, and that with fuccefs. So that, 
** Providence may feem to have decreed no union 
^ fhould be firm between thefe two Nations that 
** Was made by force \ but only fuch as (hould 
*^ be produced by peace, and the milder way of 
^^ fucceffion.'* 

It may be idded, as a conclufion, that the Scots 
Were able to the laft to affert the independence 

of 
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^ of their Kingdom. They had not even loft any 
part of their territory when their .wars with the 
Englifh became to be terminated. It was ra- 
tTier the reverfe; For, their Kingdom. was ad- 
vanced on this fide of the botmdary of the anci- 
ent Kingdom of Scotland, which is formed by 
the northern Pids^ wall, which runs from the . 
vicinity of Edinburgh towards Glafgow; and 
they were poflefled, at the epoch we mention, of 
three-fourth parts of the territory that lies between 
that wall, and the fouthern wall built in the vi- 
cinity of Newcaftle by Hadrian ; which territory 
had more than once been wholly in poffeflion of 
the Englifh. The limit between England and 
Scotland, at the time of the accefSon of James 
the Fir ft, ran, as it now does, in an oblique di- 
reftion acrofs the fpace contained between thefe 
two walls, almoft reaching, near Carlifle, to that 
on the fouth. 



CHAP. II. 

The State of the two Kingdoms dumng the Reign 
of fames h 

l\ T length James tlie Firft acceded to the crown 
of England. He was great grandfon to King 
Henry VII. by his daughter Margaret, who had 
married James IV. of Scotland. His grand-fa- 
ther James V. was confequently nephew to King 
• B Henry 
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Henry VIIL s^nd firft coufm to the late , Queei^ 
Elizabeth : There was jxo nearer heir to the En-? 
glifli Crown. 

By the acceffion of that Prince to the Crown 
of England, a period was put to the bloody ftrug- 
gles, and the contefts in the field, between the 
Englifti and the Scots. But, at the fame time, 
a ftruggle of another kind arofe. A cpntroverfy 
now took place between the two Nations for the 
advantages accruing from the prefence of the com* 
mon Sovereign, and for the poffeflion of the feat 
of the Government. 

From the King of England pow b^ing a Scotf- 
man, from the Scots having given a King to 
England, after having been able through a long 
courfe of years to affert thpir independence, the 
advantage, as to the article of honour, was un- 
doubtedly on the fide of the Scots. But then the 
real advantage, in that kind of contention, foon 
turned out to bq in favour of the Englifh, in con- 
fequence of the commpn Sovereign choofmg to 
take up his refidence among them ; a choice to 
which he was led by the fuperior importance of 
the Englifh Kingdom ; not to mention the more 
regular government, and greater degree of obe- 
dience to royal authority, that prevailed in it. 

Loud complaints foon arofe in Scotland about 
the ftagnation of their trade, caufed by the re- 
moval of the feat of their Government, about the 
draining of their money out of the country, about 
their being fubjefted to Englifti influence, &c. 
&c. The Engliih, on the other hand, wanted 
to keep to theinfelves all the advantages they had 

acquired. 
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iacquired; They were befides fomewhat anxious 
to fliew, that J from being ruled by a Scottifh 
King, they did not confider themfehres as being 
become fubjeflts to Scotland; The Englifli parlia- 
ment refufed to give a declaration for naturaliz- 
ing the Scots in England, thereby denying theln, 
as far as it lay in their power, the benefits of an 
equal trade ; and, above all, a gr^at outcry was 
I'aifed in order to hinder them from obtaining 
places of prdfit and truft, and, in fliort, prefer- 
ment of any kind* — They jhall eat our Commofis 
bare and make us ledrij fooii became to be th6 
pretetlded univerfal apprehenfion. Reflefitions oii 
the poverty of the Scots refounded from all quar^ 
ters. And th^ Scots, iii theit turn, were not 
behind hand, we may fuppofe, in alfo devifmg 
national reproaches, and contumelious Retaliati- 
ons, on tha Englifli, amoiig themfelves. 

We are informed of feveral of the national re- 
flexions thrown upon the Scots in England, in 
the Very Speeches of 'King James the Firft to the 
Sngiilh Parliament, in which he endeavours, with 
remarkable good-nature, to anfwer the reproaches 
that were csdS upon the Scottifti Nation. He alfo 
earneftly recommended, in thefe Speeches, an 
Union With the two Nations : Moreover, endea- 
Touring to juftify hirtifelf on account of the fa- 
vour he had at fit-ft fliewn in his Court to feveril 
of the Scottiih Nobility ; which favour by the by, 
does not feem to have been either very partial, or 
Very exttofive. The following is an extraft from 
one of his Speeches, in tlje year 1607* " I ^^^ 
^^ no more to the Scottiflimen than to the Eng- 
B 2 " lifli J 
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" lifli; I was born there, axid fworn here j and 
•* now I reign over both^ Such particular |)er* 
*' fons of the Scottifh Nation as might claim any 
*^ extraordinary merit at my hands, I have al* 
" ready reafonably rewarded ; and t can affure 
'* you that there is none left for whom I mean 
*' extraordinary to ftrain myfelf, further than in 
" fuch ordinary benefit as I may equally beftow, 
" without mine own hurt, upon any Subjeft of 
." either Nation ; in which cafe no King's hand 
*' (hould ever be fully clofed. To both I owe 
'' juftice and proteftion ; which, with God*s 
" grace, I fliall ever equally balance. For my 
" liberality, I have told you of it heretofore. — 
" My three firft yeairs were to them as a Chrift- 
** mas :, I could not then be miferable. Should 
'* I have been overfparing to them, they might 
" have thought Jofeph had forgotten his bre- 
** thren, or that the King had been drunk 
•' with his new Kingdom. But fuits go not fb 
*' cheap now as they were wont. Neither are 
•* there fo many fees taken in the Hanaper and 
*' Petty-bag for the Great Seal, as hath been done* 
" If I did refpeft the Englifh when I came firft, ' 
*^ of whom I was received with joy, and came as 
*' in a hunting journey ; what might the Scot- 
" tifh have faidj if I had ndt in fome meafure 
^* dealt bountifully with . them, who fo long had 
** ferved me, and fo far had adventured them- 
•' felves with me^? I have given you now four years 
" proof fince^ my coming j and what I might have 
" done more for raifing the Scottifh notion^ you: 
" all knowK The longer I live, the.lefs caufe I have 

« to 
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** to be acquainted with them; and fo the lefs caufe 
" of extraordinary favour towards them."*— From 
the above extraft the reader will perhaps conclude 
that fufficient juftice has not been done to James 
the Firft, either as a Speaker, or a Writer. 
, However, notwithftanding the fpeeches and ess- 
horjtations of James, the Englifli Parliament con- 
tinued fullen and obftinate ; and that Prince at 
length found Ke had no other meaiis to aifift.his 
Scottifh fubjefts, except his prerogative, and his 
perfbnal power to grant preferment, and privi- 
leges refpefking trade; which power, in thofe 
days, was under no limitation in regard to indi- 
viduals.— —-To which it may be added, that he 
caufed the Judges to give a declaration, import- 
ing, that iSdQpcfi-nati of Scotland, that is to fey, 
thofe perfons who were born in that Kingdom af- 
ter the accelfiori of the King to the Englilh Crown, 
were of courfe naturalized. The Englilh Parli- 
ament had fliewn a reludahce to declare even that. 
—It may at the fame time be alfo mentioned, 
as being fome juftification of the conduQ: of thfe 
. EngKfli Parliament, that the Scots, in their an- 
fwers or declarations concerning the propofed 
Union of the two Nations, manifeft-ed too great 
a determination to adhere to their own national 
diftinftions and inftitutions. 

In the midft of this mutual national rivalry 
and oppofition. King James enjoyed a fecure 
power: Each Kingdom reciprocally fupplying 
the means of keeping the other in awe and fub- 
jedion. 

The 



t4 dn the Kingddm of Scalandi 

The Engliffi would hot^ perhaps, have lived 
fo qtikt as they did, under a King that had been 
lent them from a Nation whom they outwardly 
profefled to defpife, if that King* had not at the 
fame time derived a capital perfon^l weight among 
them, from the profpeft of the affiftanfce ^i that 
fame Nation, wik) was fettled on their bol'ders^ 
in the fame Ifland with themfelve$«. 

And the turbulent anarchical fpirit thilt had 
ever diftinguiflifed the Scdts, mtlft needs have 
htea greatly repreffed by a fenfe of the vaft in;-^ 
creafe of the perfon&I power of therr I^ihg; who^ 
It muft be kt tfie fame time confeffed, eoald »ot 
be reproached with having been wanting iii hi* 
etideaVours to i&rre, their Nation at large. An 
^ea of the eafy manner in whi<:h the King of 
Scotland wast hoW able to govern his native King- 
dom, may be formed from the fbllolving paf&ge, 
ishicli is extraded from the fame Speech above 
quoted^ 

** This 1 muft fay of Scotland, and I may truly 
** vaunt it : Here P fit^ and govern it with my 
*^ pen : I write, and it is done. And, by a Clerk 
** of the Council,! govern Scotland now, as others 
•* could not do hy the fword/^ 
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CHAP, m. 

The Alteration that takes Place in the Reign tf 
Charles L 

A HE reign of Charles I. exhibited a fcen€^ 
quite different. The fpirit of reciprocal national 
oppofition gave w^y, in each JS^ingdom^ to con- 
cerns of another Nature. An union was no\y 
formed l^etween the Englifli and Seottifli Nations: 
It was at the expence of the Royal Authority. 

Hiftorians have obferved that the great inter- 
nal change of circumftances that had taken place 
in England, about the time of Charles the Firft,' 
had rendered the fituation of the King very dif- 
ficult ; but they have not taken fufficieut notice 
how much this difficulty was farther increafedTby 
the acceffion of another Kingdom. To have two 
Kingdoms to manage at once : The one (Scot- 
land) full of the fpirit of turbulence and reftlefe- 
nefs, — and the other perfeftly well difpofed to 
imitate the example,"Was a talk infinitely beyond 
the Ikill of Charles fuccefsfully tocompafs. 

An union, as hath been above obferved, was 
formed between the two Nations, againft that 
King. And he may be faid to have been himfelf 
at fome pains to bring it about. 

The Scots, well informed of the difcontents that 
prevailed in England, where no Parliament had 

been 
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been called for above ten years, and being even 
fecretly invited from that Kingdom, rofe in arms 
firft : This was in the year 1639/ 
They rofe again in the year 1640. 
The EngHfli Parlis^ment, the fame which wa^ 
afterwards denominated the Long Parliament ^v^'^^ 
at that time called. The defign of the King in 
fummoning that Parliament, was to obtain aflift- 
ance againft the Scots. But the Parliament, when 
it met, fided with them,. They voted pay to the 
Scottifli army. And it was while that army lay 
encamped in the Northern Counties of England, 
and in a manner under the protedion of the can- 
non of the Scots, that the Englifh Parliament ob- 
tained to be declared perpetual, — ^that the Earl of 
Strafford and Archbifhop Laud were impeached, — 
and thofe provifions in general were n^ide (fome 
excellent, fome o.therwife) to whjch Hiftorians 
.have given the appellation of the famous motions 
of the year 1641. It was alfo during the fame 
period of the prefence of the Scottifh army, that 
the Englifli Parliament began thofe preparations^ 
which were foon to enable them to rife up in arma 
in their turn, 

In the year 164:?, the civil war began in Eng- 
land. The Scottifh army, who had been paid off 
the year before, but had never been completely 
difbanded, again affembled and accepted Englifli 
pay. They marched into England. And as that 
army had, in the preceding years, ferved to coun- 
tenance the political meafures of the Englifli Par- 
liament, fo it now countenanced their military 
enterprizes, and flruggles in the field. 

The 
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The King, being driven by ill fuccefs to ex- 
tremity, took refuge in the army of the Scots, 
who lay encamped at Newark. But they proved 
true to their Englifli Confederates, and delivered 
up the King's perfon to them. 

The events that followed are well known. The 
Kmg loft his life at Whitehall, the Scots, iri 
the iflue, quarrelled with their Englifh Allies, or 
rather with the prevailing party in England. — 
They attempted, after the death of Charles the 
Firft, to give afEftance to his Son Charles the 
Second, whom they proclaimed King of Scotland. 
They maintained a doubtfiirand bloody conflift 
for a few years. And they were at length brought 
under fubje£tion to the Englifli Commonwealth. 



C H A P. IV- 

The State of the two Kingdoms ^ from the Refiordtion 
to the Acceffion of ^ueen Anne. 

IN the year 1660 Charles fhe Second was fe- 
ftored. The fpirit of national oppofition between 
the two itingdoms, became to be again -in fome 
degree revived in his reign. And it contributed 
to fecure that Klng^s authority, in the fame man- 
ner it had formerly ftrengthened the power of 
James the "Fifft. The family prepoffeffions of 
Charles the Second had like, however, (o hafire 
led him into wrong fteps and dangerous miftakes 
in -his government of Scotland : the Earl of Lau- 
C derdale 
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derdale pointed out to him what his policy ought 
to be, in the management of his two diffinift 
. Kingdoms. * ' ' 

James the Second had fo Uttle wifdom as again 
to unite the two Nations into ferious complaints 
againft him. His very remarkable want of policy 
proved fortunate to both Countries ; and he was 
expelled without any blood being flied. 

The Englifh Parliament raifed William the 
Third to the Throne of England. And fo fin- 
cfere were the Scots in their conjundUon with the 
Englifh at that time, fo completely did they for- 
get their national rivalry and hatred of Englifh 
influence and Councils, that they accepted, with- 
out hefitation, that King whom the Englifh Na- 
tion pointed out to them. 

The Prefbyterian Sedt and Party, in Scotland, 
in faft decided every thitig in favour of William. 
The continued prevalence of that Party, and their 
remarkable zealous fpirit, during the whole reign 
of that Prince, proved very ufefiil for fecuring 
his power, firft in Scotland, and confequentially 
in England. The favx)urable fituation of affairs 
in Scotland enabled him in great meafure, no 
doybt, to furmount the great difficulties he expe- 
rienced from the refllefs fpirit by which his Eng- 
lifh Kingdom was influenced, copibined with the 
dangerous claim that continued to exifl upon his 
Crown, and the fmall degree of love that was in 
general borne to his perfon. 
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The fpirit of rivalry between the two Nations becomes 
again manifejied. The confequences which follow. 

AN the reign of Queen Anne, the fpirit of na- 
tional antipathy and rivalflup again gbt uppermoft 
in both Kingdoms. One advantageous circum- 
ftance at leaft had followed from the errors com- 
mitted by the Kings of the Houfe of Stuart; 
which was, that the fpirit of antipathy between 
the two Nations had been in great meafure fet 
alide, or at leaft had never been carried to any 
great degree, of aftivity, except perhaps during 
the firft years of the reign of James the Firft in 
England. But foon after the acceffion of Queen 
Anne, the notions of national rivalry broke out 
afrelh, with a degree of vehemence fuperior to 
any thing th* had taken place in any former 
period. 

The fpirit of national oppofition had even be- 
gun to be manifefted during the laft years of the 
reign of William the Third. It had been very 
remarkably exerted in Scotland in the eftablifli- 
ment they made of that Company that was to 
form a Settlement at Darien, on the Spanifli Main. 
The avowed defign of that Company was to en- 
able Scotland to rival the trade and wealth of 
England in a few years. The project completely 
mifcarried, after endangering a war with Spain 
and other European powerg, befides being pro- 
C 2 ' duftive 
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duftive of much heat and controverfy between th^ 
two Nations. 

Several circumftances concurred in Queen 
Anne's reign to invite the exertions of the na- 
tional oppofition. In the firft place, it muft be 
confeffed that the complaints of the Scots, con- 
fidered as a diftinft Nation and Kingdom, were 
not without fome foundation : the removal of tfieir 
Government from its feat among them, was cer- 
tainly .attended with prejudice to individuals. In 
the fecond place, that party in Scotland who be- 
gan about thofe times to build their claims to 
popularity, on their oppofition to England and 
tnglifh councils, were encouraged both by the 
confiderable refiftance which the Government of 
England was then beginning to meet from the 
Jacobite party, and by the great need in which 
that Government flood of the co-operation and 
alEftance of the Scottifli Parliament, 

In order to underftand what is here faid of the 
fituation of the Englifli Government in regard to 
the Scottifli Parliament, it is to be obferved, that 
the A& by which the Crown had been fettled 
upon Queen Anne, reached no farther than that 
Princefs and her iffue. After the, death of the 
Duke of Gloucefter, her only remaining child, 
it became neceffary to make Another Settlement. 
An AQ: to that effeft was aqcprdingly paffed about 
the end of the reign of King William the Third, 
hj which the Crown was fettled on the Houfe of 
Hanover. But no fuch A-ft was paffed in Scot- 
land. A provifion for fettling the S^ottiih Crown 
was yet to be made in the beginning of the reign 

of 
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pf Queen Anne; nor was any Settlement made 
in faa until the Aft of Union. 

This fituation of affairs gave great advantages 
to that * party in Scotland who were at the head 
of the oppofition againft England. The Scdttifh 
Parliament were, in reality, pofTeffed of a power 
legally to introduce again the expelled family of 
Stuarts into Great Britain, and procure a formi- 
dable eftablifliment to it. The Soii of James the 
Second, backed with the ftrength of a Kingdom 
that had, for a long feries of years, proved a 
match for England, fupported by fqreign aiaci-f 
liaries, and abetted by one half, perhaps, of the 
Englilh Nation themfclves, might halve been able, 
after a great efFufion of blood, to enrich his foU 
lowers with Englifli forfeitures. 

The danger was great. It was moft ferioufly 
dreaded in England at the time. And the fenfe 
the Scots entertained of the fituation of public 
affairs and of their advantages, caufed the fpirit 
of oppofition to England, and of national rival- 
(hip, to be carried, in Scotland, to a degree of 
vehemence, as hath been above-mentioned, much 
beyond any thing that had taken place in any for- 
mer reign. The following extraft from Bifhop 
Burnet's Hi/iory of his own Time^ will give the 
reader an infight into the general difpofition of 
the People in that Country, at the period we men- 
tion. 

** A national humour of rendering themfelves a 
" free and independent Kingdom did fo inflame 
** them, that, as there were a majority of feventy 
^' in Parliament on their fide, they feemed capable 

« of 
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*^ of the moft extravagant things that could be 
" fuggcfted to them *.•.... All was carried 
*' with heat and much vehemence ; for, a national 
*' humour of being independent on England, fer- 
*' mented fo ftrongly among all forts of people 
** without dooirs, that thofe who went not into 
** every hot motion that was made, were looked 
*' on as the betrayers of their Country ; and they 
*' were fo expofed to popular fury, that fome of 
^* thofe who ftudied to ftop this tide, were brought 
^ in danger of their lives* The Prefbyterians 
<* were fo overawed with this, that though they 
^ wiflied well to the fettling the fucceffion, they* 
*^ durft not openly declare it. The Dukes of 
<.* Hamilton and Athol led all thofe violent mo- 
^* tions ; and the Nation was ftrangely inflam- 

This difpofition of men's minds in Scotland 
alfo became to be farther encouraged by the 
doubtful ftate of the war in :which England was 
at that time engaged againft France, which^ in 
the beginning of it, was looked upon as doubtful 
and very dangerous, on account of the confe- 
quences by which misfortunes might Jiavc been 
followed at home, and of the aSiftance which 
France, if fuccefsful, would have been able to 
give to the Stuart party. 

. The Leaders of the ScottiQi Oppofition came 
at once to meafures of great violence. A Par- 
lament was fummoned in Scotland in the year 

♦ Burnet's Hiftory of his own Time, Vol. V. p. 164. 
, + Vol. V. 227. 

1703- 
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1703. A letter from the Queen was read, dc- 
firing them to provide for the fettling of the 
Crown in their Country, in cafe the Queen fhoubi 
.leaye no iiTue \ and the Settlement that had pafied 
in England was propofed. 

Inftead of adopting, this, the Scottish Parlia- 
ment refolved that provifions fhould firft be made 
for fettling the rights and liberties of the Scottifti 
Nation, independent on Engliih interefls and 
councils ; and moreover declared, that, until thefe 
provifions were agreed upon, the Succeffor to the 
Scottifli Crown fhould not be the fame Perfon that 
was poffeffed of the ' Crown of England : they 
alfo added other articles to their regulations, by 
which the whole authority of the Crown in Scot- 
land was to be transferred to the Parliament, or 
to a Council named by it, which was to gbverh 
during recefs. 

The Aft was rejefted by the Queen, 

In was refumed the following year (1704) with 
much the fame claufes, efpecially in regard to the 
fettling of the Crown. The Miniftry in England, 
overawed by the fituation of afiairs both in Scot- 
land and abroad, and in England too, advifed 
her Majefty, at that time, to give her confent to 
the Aft. None of thofe great fuccefles that ended 
afterwards in crufhing the power of France, had 
been yet obtained at the time of pafTmg the Aft; 
of the Scottifli Parliament we mention *. 

This Aft was called in Scotland the Aet ofSe^ 
curity. It was in reality a Bill of ezdufion againft 

* See Burnet, aano 1704. 

the 
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» 
die Pofleflbr of the Crown of England; ProvifioHs 
of an adually hoftile nature had been aHb added 
to this Aft ; for, by one of the articles, an order 
was made for arming and training the Subjefts, 
and putting them in a pofture of defence. . 

The Englilh Parliament having met not long af- 
terwards, the Lords addreffed the Queen, " That 
*' (he would give orders for fortifying Uewcajlk^ 
•' JBerwisky Cdrlj/le^ and H«//, and that the Mi- 
^* litia of the four Northern Counties niight be 
** provided with arms ; that a competent number 
" of regular troops might bd kept upon the north- 
*' em borders of England^ and in the north of 
" Ireland • ; and that the laws might be put in 
*^ execution igainft the Papift*.*' 

A Bill . was pafled a few weeks afterwards in 
both Houfes, which was intitled, Jn A61 for fe^ 
curing the Kingdom of England from the dangers 
that might arife from feveral A8s lately pajfed in 
the Parliament of Scotland. 

By it it . was enafted, that the Natives of the 
Kingdom of Scotland fhould be reputed as Aliens, 
milefs the SUcceffion to the C^own of Scotland be 
fettled on the Princefs Sophia of Hanovery and 
her Heirs, being Proti^ants. Provifions were 
alfo made for intercepting the trade from Scot- 
land to thofe Countries that were at war with 
England ; (it may be obferved that the Scots had 
exprefsly paifed an ASl for Trade with France ;) 
and Chriftmas of the following year was the day 
fixed for the A3: to take place, unlefs, as is abo^e 

* Being expofed to iavafion from Scotland. 

faid. 
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faid, tie Scots chofe before that time to fettle the 
Grown on the Houfe of Hanover. The fame A^ 
alfo empowered the Queen to name Qommiifioa-: 
ers for a Treaty of Union. 
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^n Unwn of the two Kingdoms n effeSted.'r^A 
Sketch of the Treaty by iiohich the fame was 
fettled. 

Jl>Y the two ofppofite Aflfe of the Englifir and 
Scottifli Parliaments that have been defcribed, 
war was in fa£lt declared between the two Coun- 
tries : Only^ aftual hoftilities were poftppned to 
the enfuing year; the militia was, in the mean 
time, training on both fides ; and fhip$ of waf 
were moreover fitting out in England, for cruiz- 
ing againft the Scots trade; 

Wife and moderate Men in both Countries be- 
gan to wifh more ferioufly than had been done 
at any former period, for a more perfeft Union 
of the two Nations than that which the Union of 
the two' Crowns had been able to effeft. 

It is at the fame time to' be obferved, that % 
very great change had now taken place in the fi- 
tuation, both of Englifli affairs, and of the Eng- 
fifh Government. The very remarkable and de- 

D cifive 
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ciiive fucceffes which the Englifli armies, and thoft 
•of their Allies, had met with on the Continent, 
•completely difcouraged the difaffedled party at 
home, and operated as a bar againd that faftion 
in Scotland who were for running to extremities 
againft England. The armed powex of England, 
both by fea and land, had been carried to fuch a 
prodigious degree, in confequence of the impor- 
tant war flie was engaged in, that Scotland, as a 
diftinQ:»rival Kingdom, had nbprofpedoffuccefs- 
fully oppofing it by military exertions. France, 
fom whom Scotland might have expected afSft- 
ance,. was how totally^ fallen from that fituation 
in which Ihe ftood a few years before, and unable 
to fpare any competent force from the defence of 
her own frontiers. All the other powers of Eu- 
rope, within reach of affifting Scotland, were in 
clofe alliance with England. That party in Scot- 
land who headed the o|>pofition againft England, 
and had exerted themfelves for fome years in ob- 
ftrufting every Englilh meafufe, and defeating 
the projeQ: of an Union, .was therefore under a 
ferious neceflity to give way. The propofafs made 
by Queen Anne, for appointing Commiilioners 
from both Countries to treat of an Union of the 
two Kingdoms, were now liftened to; and an Aft 
for that purpofe was pafled, after fome ftruggle, irt 
the Parliament gf Scotland, in the fame manner 
as it had been before in the Englifh Parliatnent. ' 
The firft and effential objeQ: for which the Treaty 
we mention was entered upon, .was the Union of 
the two Kingdoms, by incorporating the two Par- 
liaments into one. James t£e Firft is mentioned 

by 
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by" Hiftorians, in loofe general terms, as having 
endeavoured to effeft an Union of the tv^ro Na- 
tions. Yet, it does not feem that he meant any 
thing more than a reciprocal naturalization of the 
Subjefts of both Countries : — ^No mention was 
made by Him of an incorporation of the two Par- 
liaments together : It might even be proved, per- 
haps, th^t he did not wifli for it. The only act 
tual propofal for fuch an incorporation, previous 
to the year 1706, was madejn the year 1670, in 
the reign of Charles the Second. Commiffibners 
from England and from Scotland met at White- 
hall, to treat on that fubjeft; but as there was no 
great earneftnefs on either fide, nor in the King 
himfelf, to fee the projeft fucceed, it was foon 
given up. The Scots made too High demands : 
And the Englifli Commiffioners did not propofe 
any medium o^ abatement. 

King William had fome thoughts of an Union: 
between the two Kingdoms. He probably meant 
an incorporation of the two Parliaments, But 
he was not very anxious to bring this Union to a 
conclufion ; he having only mentioned it in one of 
his fpeeches, as a thing proper to be done zx fom^ 
future time. . 

In the very beginning of the reign of Queen 
Anne the projedt was again taken up. In her firfl: 
fpeech after her Acceffion (in the beginning of thd 
year 1702) Ihe recommended an Union of the 
two Kingdoms ; and an Ad for empowering her 
to name Commiffioners for England was paffed. 
The prevalence of that violent party fpirit that has 
been above defcribed, continued to obflruft, ef- 
D 2 peci- 
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pccially in Scotland, the accompKfhmcnt of th« 
defign for fome years. At length, in the year 
1706, eflfedual fteps were entered upon for fram- 
ing a Treaty, as hath been above mentioned; and 
Commiffioners met at Whitehall for that purpofe* 
They were thirty -two from each Country; all 
named by the Crown : The Scottiih Parliament 
having given up the claim they had till then in^ 
filled upon, to name their own Cpmmiffloners. 

Thefe Cpmmiilioners agreed about Articles, 
Thefe Articles were ratified by the two Paliaments 
of England and Scotland ; and formed the Treaty 
by which the two ]^ingdom$ became United. 

The Articles, in favour of the Englifli Treaty, 
Vere, 

i. That by which it was enafted that the Eng-» 
iiih Parliament fhould beCome fole Parliament 
for Great Britain, and that the Repfefcntatives 
of Scotland fhould come and incorporate with it. 

11. The Crown of Scotland was fettled on the 
Houfe of Hanover, being at the fame time for 
iBver annexed to the Crown of England. 
, III, Scotland was made fubjeft to the paying,, 
in future, the fame taxes as were to be laid in Eng^ 
Jand (fome limitations excepted). 

The Articles in favour of, Scotland, were, 

L A complete and perpetual naturalisation of 
Scottifli fubjefts in England. 

II. The whole tax upon land in Scotland, col* 
Icftively taken, was fettled for ever to be only thq 
fortieth part of the amount of the fame tax in 
JEngland (the exaft ratq is a$ 4§ to 2000). 

III. The, 
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.. III. The Scots were allowed to fend forty-five 
Reprefentatives to the Parliament. of Great Bri- 
tain, and fixteen tp the Houfe of Peers: In all 
^xty-one. It /may be obferved that Edward the 
Firft, during the Ihort time he wa? mafter of Scot- - 
land, and during the fprced Union he then made 
p{ the two Kingdoms, had allowed th^ Scots only 
ten Reprefentatives; That number was accord- 
ingly fent: The Reader may fee their names in 
the Parliamentary H£/?ory of England. And the 
EngUfli Commonwealth had allowed fhe Scots 
only thirty Reprefentatives, when a fecond forced 
Union of Scotland took place, after the conqueft 
that was made of it by Cromwell and his Ge-r 
Berab. 

IV. The Peers of Scotland were allpwed to en* 
joy in England all* tjhe privileges of the Englifh 
Peerage, and precedence over all Peers of Great* 
Britain created after the Union: The right of 
voting in Parliament, and of fitting upon the 
Tryals of Peers, excepted} thefe latter rights be- 
ing confined to th? fixteen Deputies fent by the 
^CQttilh Nobility. 

Since the Treaty of Union, fome farther re- 
gulations concerning Scotland have been made by 
the Parliament, Tvhich it may not bp amifs to men- 
tion here. 

In the firft Place, the Privy Council of Scot- 
land was aboliihed foon after the Union : It had 
been left in the power of the Parliament of Great 
Britain to continue or fet it afide. 

In the year that followed the Union, it was 
declared by the Houfe of Commons^ that the 

i^dell 
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eldeft Sons of Scottilh Peers could not reprefent 
Scottifli Shires, or Boroughs. This declaration 
was grounded on the like rule having been fol* 
lowed, as it was faid, in the Scottifli Parliament ; 
The Members from Scotland in the Britifh Houfe 
of Commons, took ^n a6Hve part in procuring 
the provifion we mention to be revived. Thofc 
eldefl: Sons of Scottifh Peers who happen to have 
i feat in the Houfe of Commons, have been eled- 
ed by Englifli Counties, or Boroughs. 

In the year 171 1, it was refolved in the Houfe 
of Lords, that Scottifli Peers, created Peers oiF 
Great Britain fince the Treaty, were not to be 
admitted to fit, or vote, in that Houfe: The 
Duke of Hamilton, who was created Duke of 
Brandon in the year 171 ij was accordingly not 
allowed to take his feat. The rcfolution was 
grounded on the ftriaefl: letter of the Ad of 
Union : Only Jixteen Scottifh Peers were to vote. 
This cpnftruftion had fome fpirit pf jeakJufy in it: 
It put the Scottifli Peers in a more difadvantage- 
ous firuation in regard to receiving honour from 
the Crown than Scottifli Commoners, who are 
indifputably allowed to be capable of being called 
to the Houfe of Peers by the Crown. The refo^ 
lution was altered and the exciufion withdrawn a 
few years fince. 

In the year 1709 an AS: was paifed for making 
treafons and die tryal of them, the fame in Scot- 
land as in England.^ The law of Scotland was 
more arbitrary. By the Aft we* mention a 
Grand Jury is to find the Bill, and the Petty Jury 
are to be unanimous in their verdi&. The law 

is 
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is not fo in Scotland in cafes different from 
treafon : the majority of the Jurymen is fuffici* 
ent to form a good verdid : neither is a Grand 
Jury ufed in cafes of ordinary criminal profecu- 
lions. 

Laftly, the Heretable Offices, Superiorities, jHi?* 
retable yurifiUdions, and Jurifdi£lions for Life^ 
which confetred a power of life and death on a 
Very great number of petty Lords and Chieftans, 
in Scotland, in theit refpedlive diftrifts^ were fet 
afide by an AQi of Parliament paffed in the year 
1746. The continuation of thefe arbitrary per* 
fonal Privileges and Jurifdidions had been ex- 
prefely referved in the Ad of Union, it being the 
20th article pf it* However, the Parliament 
thought that the juftice and national importance 
of the Adt we mention, would juftify the infrac- 
tion made by it to the Treaty of IJnion. The 
oppolition raifed by the Proprietors of thofe Jurit 
diftions was over-ruled : and they were compelled 
to receive a compenfation in money : it was faid 
that only their property was meant to be fecured 
in the AQc of Union. Moft of the People of 
Scotland might be faid in faft, to have acquired 
no individual freedom, and but little iadvantage^ 
by the Treaty, until the paffing of the AQi we 
mention. The feudal Tenures of land by ward- 
holding and Knight fervice, together with their /«- 
cidents and cafualties, which were another fourcc 
of oppreffion upoii a numerous clafs of individuals, 
were alfo aboliflied at that time. 
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The general advantages, which accrued to estdfc 
Kingdom, refpedively, from the Aft of Union, 
may be fummed up as follows : -^ . 

England, by tl^e Treaty of Union, acquired 
the advantage, Th^t an extenfive inlet and lettle- 
ment for foreign enemies was fhut. L^nd hofti- 
lities and warfare were at the fame time put an 
end to, through the whole Ifland* And England 
found herfelf fenced by the fea on every fide. 

At the period itfelf in which the Union took? 
I^ace, England derived from it the capital pre- 
fent advantage of excluding from every part oi 
Great Britain, a family diat had a moil danger- 
cus claim upo'n her Crown : a claim which con* 
tinned ta be refpededby a very numerous part 
of her own People. The Aft of Union was to 
prevent the renewal of thofe fcenes which had at- 
tended the ftruggles betwleen the Houfes of York 
and Lancafler. 

Scotland, being likewife confidered is a fepa- 
rate Kingdotn, acquired by the Aft of Union, 
all die advantages of Englifti trade and navigation. 
She cannot, perhaps, be faid to have been gainer 
m regard to the rate according to which fhe bears 
the burden of public taxes ; though the cafe is 
generally reprefented fo. Scotland now pays the 
feme extenfive excifes, cuftoms, and ftamp-duties, 
fliat are paid in England. She is eafed in regard 
fo the land-tax ; but that is no extremely confi- 
derable objeft, in comparifon to the whole of 
thofe above-mentioned. It may at the fame time 
be faid, moft likely ^mth truth, that the increafe 

of 
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of both their internal -trade and their navigation, 
does, more than enable, Scottifh fubjefts to bear . 
their increafed burden* 

Scotland has acquired the fame advantages as ' 
England, as to perpetual peace within the. whole 
Ifland in which Ae is fituated. The abolifliment 
of the fpirit of rivalry againft tlie- neighbouring 
Kingdom j may ^Ifo perhaps be reckoned as an. 
advantage m favour of Scotland. At the time, 
when the Union was efFefted, England had fo 
mightily increafed her national power and 
ftrength, in Confequence of the changes that had 
of late years taken place in* the politics of Europe, 
that Scotland, as a feparate Kingdom, was left 
behind, out of all proportion in that refpeft. A 
fpirit of national ftrugglc and oppofition, and no- 
tions of rivalry, could ndt, in future, be produc- 
tive of happinefs to any individual in Scotland. 

And laftly, the Scots, through the Aft of 
Union, have gained the advantages of greater in- 
dividual freedom, and of a better Government 
among themfeives. 

As a conclufion it may be added, that the 
Union of the two Nations was followed by a cir- 
' cumftance very favourable to the full fettlement 
of that new form of Government which was in- 
troduced by it. A few years after the Treaty 
took place, Great Britain became at peace with 
France and the whole World, and continued fo till 
about the year 1740 j that is for thirty years ; two 
contefts of (hort duration wift Spain excepted. 
Ftom the year 1740, to the year 1775, or there- 
abouts, when the American ftruggles began, 
, E ^ Great ^ 
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Great Britain was engaged in no foreign war, 
but what ferved to ftrengthen her internal Go- 
vernment, inilcad of weakfening it. This was a 
fpace of full (ixty years fince the Union : afpace 
of time long enough, though not perhaps too 
much fo, for rooting out fuch violent prepoilef- 
fions and affeftions for certain modes of Govern- 
ment, as are chiefly grounded on national, or 
party, fpirit. 



On 
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CHAR I. 



The iniraduilm $f the Engli/b inta b-elandj in the 
rtign of, ICing Henry IL 

iRELANDv/orms the third branch, or limb, 
of the Britiih dominions in Europe ; and though 
a feparate iflaad, lies fufficiently near Great Bri- 
tain, to be confi4ered a3 an adjacent Country. 

There feema, however, to have been little in- 
tercourfe between Ireland and England, previous 
to the reign of Henry the Second* There is no 
^count left of any Engliih Settlement having been 
made in that Illand before that period ; though 
feveral Colonies of Norwegians and Danes were 
found, who had formerly fettled on different parts 
of the coait. They chiefly inhabited the environs 
of Waterford and Limerick, and were in fubfe- 
quent times called OJimen by the Englifh* 

In the reign of the Prince above-mentioned, 

.Henry the Second, an attempt on Ireland was 

made for the firft time, from the Englifh coaft^ 

HUtorians have. given to the expedition from 

E 2 England 
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England that .then took place, the name of Con* 
queft of Ireland: they have afcribed the honour 
o/ it tp King Henry the Second j and have more- 
over conferted iijofon tiim ind'l^^^^ucccffors ^xjrti 
that period, a rightful claiih'to the dominion 2^nd 
obedience of Ireland and its Inhz^bitants. 

The fad i&^howcwr, jJiat only a Settlement 
was made on the Irifli cpaft, of the fame nature 
as thofe which have been formed fince on the 
coafts of Afr|pa, Afia, or -Apiejjca. The fifft 
Adventurers w:ere two private Gentlemen, Fitz- 
Stephehs and Fitzgerald- • T-hfey croiT^d tHe Wfi ' 
channel with pbput three. hun4r£^ men ; and 
they were fopn after followed by Earl Stropgbpw, 
with twelve hundred more- T 

^ If the IrilJi had been united un&tr im King, 
or commbn' Leader, as the Scots were, -^ when 
Edward L attempted the iCbnqueft of Scotland, 
or\if the Englifh adventurers hid, on their 'firft 
landing, alarmed jhe whole Irifli Nation, by* loud- 
ly proclaiming a defign of linfvcrfal indifcrimi- 
nate irivafion and dominion, as the fame Edwatrd 
the Firft did, it is not to be doubted that they 
would foon have befen overpowered by numbers, 
in the fame ihanner as the Englifti garrifons^left 
by Edward ' thp ; Firil in Scotland were over- 
powered, and driven out of the Country. 

But Ireland, at the time we are fpeaking of, 
was divided into a very great number of independ- 
ent diftrifts, that had little more conneftion with 
each other than what arofe from mutual neig^- 
boijrhood. And thofe Irifh 'who lived on die 
Northern or Weftem fide of th^ Ifland, did not 

care 
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care inuch' wh6 iiAabited, pr made fettlements, or ^ 
iiivafions,*on the Southern or Eaftern coaft. 

The Englifh adventurers, befides, found friends 
in* the Country to whom they were welcome, as 
hath been the cafe in all the Settlements made by 
Europeans in remote parts of the World.. Tjhey 
even bad been ekprefsly invited by an lirifh Chief, 
tain whb was poffeifed of the opppffte %pre (his 
n^nie.was Mac-Dermot) : They were to affift hini 
in a ^ar in which he was then engaged; and Earl 
Stf ongbbw was to marry his daughter. - 
' The military operations of the little Englifh 
arjny, and of the Irifh Ally who had invited them 
g ver , ' proved . jfucce?sfdi ; and the Adventurers 
Wefe rewarded Idr their afliftance by having lands 
allotfed to them in the Country. ; They formed 
aS€ittlepient,;pr ddlony, in the neighbourhood 
of Dublin. ^ ; 

The report of the advantages which PitZrStei- 
phens, Fitzgerald, and Earl Strongbow had met 
with, reached England. A few more Adventur- 
ers followed, in order to partz^e of the fuccels ; 
and among them at length, was no lefs a perfoi; 
than King Henry the SecoQd himfdf, who chofe 
to come over, to give countenance to the Colpny 
formed by his Subjeds. This Prjnce prpved ftijl 
more welcome to die Irilh than the Adventurers 
' who had preceded him. As he had brought only 
five hundred njen with him, he caufed no alarm. 
The Irifh Chieftains were flattered to fee fp imr 
portant a Man as the King of the great Ifl^d 
that ' lay on the opppfit^ fide pf th? channel, tq 
h^ve come among them to pay them a.vifit. They 

reforted 
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lefohed to him from feveral parts of the Couflitry, 
and were proud to make alliance aad treaties of 
jMnity with him : Some even agreed to pay him 
Tax amiuai tribute for the honour of his future 
countenance and correfpondence. It may be ob« 
ferved, that Henry the Second gave die Irifti 
Chieftains the title of Kings ; and this ftyle ccm- 
tinued to be ufed by his Succeflbrs fo late as 
eigh^ years afterwards, if not later: The follow- 
ing expreffions are to be found in a letter fent by 
Hmry III. to one of the Irilh Chieftains. " The 
^ King to Kiag Thomondj greeting." (^^y 
Re^ Tbomond^ falutem.J * 

Henry the Second, after ftaying about five 
months in Irelknd, withdrew, well fatisfied with 
Jiis expedition, and leaving his Subjects in poflef- 
{fionof fome diflrids on the |)aftern coail* Such 
was the firfl: Settlement made by the Englifh in 
Ireland, and the firfl origin of the dominion 
which the Englifh Crown has iafubfequent times 
acquired in that Country. 



CHAP. 11. 

The State of the Englifh Colony in Ireland^ during 
an hundred and ffty Tears after the firji S^/- 
tling of the fame. 

A HE "Succeffors of King Henry the Second 
did not purfue the defign of conquering Ireland. 

Satisfied 
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Satisfied widi having their power introduced into 
the Iflandy and recognized in a certain diftriS or 
' portion of it, they made no attempt to extend it 
farthet^. TheCIolohy was left to thrivd by its own 
refourcesand ftrength} the reinforcements it re* 
cdved during a long faries of year«, being only 
the fucceffive and occafional arrivd of new 
Englifh Adventurers and Settlers. The En^ifli 
Settlement in Ireland did not accordingly become 
extended beyond its firft limits* It was rasher 
the reverfe. The land or ground occupi^ by the 
Englifli Colony, or the Ep^li/h Pale^ as It was 
called, reached only a few miles around Dublin^ 
at the time of King Edward the Third; that is, 
an hundred and fifty years after die firft fettling oiF 
the Colony- 

This ftraitening of the Englifli Pale l^ad been 
owing to twacaufes. In the firft place, the bofti^ 
lities committed by the Settlers againft the dif« 
trifts by which they were furrounded, had in time 
raifed an alarm, and confederacy againft them, 
which the firft Adventurers had not met with* 

In the fecond place^ the fucceiTors to thofe per- 
fons ofEngKlhUood, or race, who had poffeffed 
themfdves of lands at fome diftance up the Coun- 
try, had gradually renounced their dependance 
on the primary Settlement, as they ceafed to want 
its fupport; which has been the cafe with all the 
Colonies^ whenever they have ceafed to derive ad- 
vantage from their connexion with the mother 
Country: And they had, even in procefs of time, 
adopted the drefs, the language, and the laws, of 
^e native Irifh* 

Thefc 
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Thefe Englifli families, now transformed into 
Irilh inhabitants, were moreover particularly jea- 
lous to oppofe the exteniion of the Fale or Coio- 
nial territory, and the ferther fpreading of the 
Englifti government, and law* Tliey held their 
lands by Irifh tenures, and by the Brehorij or 
Irifb law ; which, in regard to property in land,^ 
and matter! of defcent, totally diflfered from the 
law of England* Now, if the Etiglifli law had 
been fuflfered to prevstil, thefe families muft have 
been difpofleiTed, and compelled to give up ^eir 
lands to other perfons. : In order to fccure diem* 
felves ftitt farther, and more completely to dif- 
claim any coimeftion with t^ie Englifh laws, they 
bad e,yta afiumed Iriih furnames, fuch as Mac- 
TTorisj MaC'Moricej Mac-Gibbon^ he 

Owing to the circumft^ances above defcribed, a 
new clafs of Inhabitants had arifenin Ireland,, dif- 
tinft both from the Engliih C(dony, and the na- 
tive Irifli- It was formed of thofe Engliih families 
who had at any time renounced fubjedfcion to the 
Engliih government, either through convenience, 
or motives of perfonal intereft. The Engliih Co* 
loniils ufcd to beitow upon them the appellation 
of degenerate Engliih : I do not know the name 
which the native Iriih ufed to give them. Name- ' 
rous Tribes, or Clans, were formed of them, how- 
ever; who frequently proved very ferious enemies, 
or antagoniils, to the Engliih Colony. 
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C H A P. . m. 

The Expedition of Duke Lionel ; and the pajftng of 
the Statute of Kilkenny. 

-tJiT length, in the thirty-fixth year of the reiga 
of King Edward the Third, a new expedition into 
Jrelandwas projefted in England, (A. 1361.) — 
The expedition, this time, wa§J«rfe£l undertaken 
againft the degenerate'E^p/^XIii. 

Lionel, Duke of<!IIarence, the King's fecond 
Son, was the Leader of the enterprize. The mo- 
tive which induced the Prince to engage in it, wa^ 
this. He had married the Daughter and only 
child of William Bourke, furnamed the Red Ear le^ 
who was poffeffed of very extenfive independent 
trads of land, upon the Country, but had conti- 
nued to preferve a connexion with the Colonial 
Government. After the death of the Earl, the 
next male Heirs had claimed his eftates, in con- 
'.formity to the Irife law; which, being grounded 
on notions of warfare and defence, did not dlow 
lands to defcend to Females, Thefe Heirs had 
accordingly put themfelves in pofleffion of thofe 
lands which had been occupied by the late EarL 
On that occafion they aflumed Irifli furnames, by 
way of farther fecurity ; and in fhort, turned de^ 
pnerate Englifti. Duke Lionel laid claim to 
thofe lands, in right of his -Wife, grounding his 
cjiaim on the Englifli Common Law : And hi^ 
■^ F coming. 
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coming over to Ireland, was in order to expel 
that Tribe, or Sefty or Family, or Clan, of de- 
generate Ehgli(h» who had ii^yerai y^ars before 
taken poifeflion of th^m, and had aiTumed the 
name of Mac-WiUiams. It may be added that the 
Duke had married the Red Earle^^ Daughter is% 
England: Her Mother having fled thither with 
ber infant Daughter, immediately after the death 
of the Earl, who was killed whil^ endeavouring to 
quell Vi infurre£):ion» among his Followers or Tev 
nants. The Duke had l)een induced to this m^^tcb, 
ft feems, by the profpeft of recovering thofe ex^ 
tenfive trafts of land which had been formerly ocr 
jCupied by the Earl. 

The Duke's expedition was in reality underr 
taken both againft the Irifh law, and againft all 
thofe Perfons i)f Englifli blood who had adopted 
it, and were poflefled of land by virtue of the 
Iriih law, ^nd in conformity to the Irifh mode of 
tenure. 

Duke Lionel did not fo much as diflfemble -hig 
general hoftile intentionjs. In his progrefs through 
the Country, he forbade all Perfons of dfg^nerate 
Engliih race to approach his camp. At the fame 
time, thofe degenerate Tribes he had c^^me over 
to difpoflefs, proved to be very numerous. They ' 
were headed by two Chieftains : The one was fur- 
named Mac-William Eighter (Nether), and the 
other Mac-William Oughter (Farther), They were 
fettled in Connaught. Thofe lands fituated in 
tJIfter which had been poflefled by the Red Earle, 
had been feized upon by a Sept of native Irifh, 
belonging to the O'Neals y who at the fame time, 

expelled 
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cjcpelled feveral Engliih Landholders out of that 
northern Divifion of Ireland^ and hsid as little 
inclination as the New Tribes of Mac-Williams 
had^ to comply with the claims of the Duke. 

As Duke Lionel had brought from England 
only an inconiiderable force^ and he met with no * 
fupport within the Countfy, he was at length, 
obliged to withdraw. Before he finally left Ire^ 
land, however, he held a Parliament at Kilkenny^ 
while he was encamped theire (the Sling his Far 
ther had iuvefted him with the office of Lord 
Deputy before his departure from England); and 
he got that &motts Statute to bepafled, which 
is known by the name of The Statute of Kil'^ 
kenny* 

This Statute is Very remarkable : it Ihews that 
tyrannical laws are an old evil in Ireland. The 
intent pf it was to reclaim the degenerate Engliih, 
and to bring to obedience by proclaiming laws, 
thofe whom force of arms had proved infufficient'' 
io fubdue. 

It was recited in the preamble of the Statute, 
that th^ Englifh of the Realm of Ireland, before 
the arrival of Duke Lionel, were become mete 
Iriih in theif language, names, apparel, and man^ 
ner of living ; had rejeded the Englifh law, and 
fubmitted to thofe of the Irifh, with whom they 
had united by marriage^alliance, to th^ ruin of 
the general weal. It was therefore enaded, that 
marriage, and goffipred^ with the Irifh, fhould be 
punifhed as high treafon. If any Man of Englifh 
race fhall ufe an Irifh name, the Irifh language 
and apparel, or ride without, faddle, &fr. his te- 
F 2 nements 
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nemerits fhall be feized; If any one claims tli^ 
Irifli or Brehon law, he fliall be adjudged a Trai-r 
for. It was made penal for perfons of Englifh 
race; to allow the Irifli to creaght or graze updir 
iheir lands; or to entertain any. of their Min- 
ftrels. Rhymers, or News-tellers, ^c. ^^c. 

This Statute of Kilkenny has been greatly 
praifed by Sir John Davies and other Writers, 
on account of its tendency to reform the degene-^ 
rate EngKfti. The feft is, that it was no more 
than a peevifli and revengeful exprefEon of the 
refentment Duke Lionel felt from the oppofition 
he had met with, and the lofs of thofe lands he 
had come over to claim. The Statute was not 
to have any obedience paid to it, out of the fmall 
compafs of the Englifh Pale. It was, in reality, 
a declaration of perpetua;l war, bofh agaiftft the 
native Irilh, and againft thofe perfons and Chief- 
tains of Englifh race who were fettled out of the 
fimitsof the Colony, and had beeh more or lefs 
neceffitated to adopt the Irifh cufloms and laws.-^ 
Thus ended the fecond expeditidn into Ireland. 

Sir John Davies, whom we have mentioned 
above, was Attorney General in Ireland in the 
reign of James the Firfl. He wrote an Account 
of the Country, in fevetal places of which he ex- 
prefTes great refentment againft the Irifh for their 
refufing to adopt the Englifh Cuftoms and Laws. 
Sir John, being a Lawyer, it was natural in him 
to wifh to fee the Englifh laws univerfally fol- 
Towed. He has carried his refentment againft the- 
degenerate Englifh ftill farther than againft the 
native Iriili : the following is the account he gives 

of 
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of them, after defcribing the cuiloms of the Na^ 
tive Irifh Tribes. *' Thefe were the Irilh Cuftoms^ 
^ which the Englifh Colonies did embrace and 
** ufe, after they had rejefted the tivil and ho 
*' nourable Lawes and Cuftomes of Englajid, 
^* whereby they,. became degenerate and meta- 
*' morphofed like Nabuchadnezzar : who altho*^ 
*' he had the face of a Man, had the heart of a 
*' beaft ; or like thofe who had dninke of Circe* s 
" Cuppe, and were turned into very beafts, and 
*' yet took fuch pleafure in their beaftly manner . 
" of life as they would not return to their ftiape 
** of Men agaiii : infomuch a^ withiii kfle time 
•" than the age of a Man, they had no marks or 
" diflferences left among them of that noble Na- 
** tion front which they were defcended. For, 
" they did not only forget the Englifli language, 
•* and fcorne the ufe thereof, b»t gr^ alhanied 
" of their very Englifh names, though Tome wei^ 
" noble and of great antiquity, and took Irifh 
** furnames and nicke-names/' • . . . . This' they 
** did in contempt and hatred of the Englilh name 
*' and Nation ; whereof thefe degenerate families 
*' became more mortal enemies thaa the me«pe 
**Irilh/' (p. 182, 183.) - • 

Sit John expreffes rather too much anger agalnft 
' the degenerate EngUfh, for their/corn and hatred 
of the Englifh laws. The fact is, that confidera- 
tions of perfonal convenience in a remote Coun- 
try, and efpecially of felf-intef eft, had been the 
principal motives of the conduct and the degene- 
racy oi moft of them. Their //wnr^/ enmity to 
the E^glii^ Nation, has perhaps alio been exag- 
^.' - ^ , gerated 
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gerated by Sir John Davie8^ At any rate^ tbofe 
jclaufes of the Statute of Kilkenny which hav^ 
been above^recited, were not very likely to toake 
them better friends *^ 



iiMiin 



C H A 1^. IV. 

The expedition tf King Richard the Second. 

fi£ thitd expedition waa tindertaken not 
long afterwards, by King Richard, the Seconds 
This Prince landed in Ireland ^ih a very conii*' 
dcrable army : but he does not feefti to have en- 
tertained any ferious defign } any defign, in fhoft, 
^except that of a fplendid eSccttrfion alid amufe- 
''nlent^ and having confidered the expedition as an 

* The Statute we are fpeaking of, being iinfupported by 
ieal power, was but ill executed and enforcfed ; and pardons- 
iofed to be obtamed eafily enough, it feems, hj fuch perfons a» 
ehofe to come lack to the Colony, and apply for thenu This 
pradice of gtantiiig pardons to degenerate Engliih, ufed to 
be greatly blamed by Lawyers in. very early times : the £oi« 
lowikg old vcxfe hsfs been quoted by Sir John Davieli, Who 
feand it written, he mentions, in the White Book of the Irifh 
Eitchequer, in a hand as antient as the time of King Edward 

HI. 

By graunting Chartre^ of peas 
To £aHe En^ifh withouten les. 
This Land (h^ be mich undoo^ 
But Goilipred, and alterage 
And leefing of our language, 
JIave mickely holp tWetoo* 

eligible 
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eligible opportunity^ of difplaying his power and 
greatnefs. . . 

. The Iriih Chieftains aded in regard to Richard 
in the fame manner as they had done with Henry 
the Second. Though they were unwilling to give 
up their lands and cattle to foreign adventurers, 
and to adopt laws which they neither junderftopd 
nor were Wed to, they were propd to fee an 
Englifli King ansiong them, As Richard was 
willing to exhibit lus greatnefs and ms^gnif^cence 
to them, fo^ they were deiirous to difplay their 
ponfequence and {their urbanity. They flocked to 
the Khig'^ Court from all quarters. No lefs thaxi 
feventy4ive independent Irifh Chiefs the King ad- 
mitted to his perfon, and entertained with great 
fplendour. The £arl of Ormond, who fpoke the 
If ifh language, and Henry Caftil, who had mar^^ 
ried an Iriih Lady, officiated as Interpreters.^^ 
Four of the Chieftains, CPM^/, O'Connoty O'Brien, 
and M^'Murcbady were feated at the King's ta-^ 
ble, clothed in robes of (late. Some were knightip 
ed. They, at firft, objected to the offer ; ailedg-^ 
ing that every Irifh Lord, or King, was knighted, 
or made a Warrior of, when feven years of age : 
but being told that they were now to be made fo, 
conformably to the pradice adopted among all 
the famous Nations of Europe, they fubmitted to 
the ceremony with much gratitude. 

It is to be obferved that all thefe favours were 

fhewn only to native Irifh Chidtains. During 

^thofe feafts and entertainments which the King 

continued for fome time to qarry on at Dublin^ 

Uie degenerate Englifb kept at diflance : none durfl 

com; 
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come near Dublin and the Court. They were 
jn fear of the King's army, an4 pf the Kilkenny 
Statute. However, tjie young King was not come 
over with a^defigji to ftiew feverity to any perfon. 
He obferved, with good nature^ \n regard to the 
degenerate y or rebels Englilh, that they had poflibly 
received'buf too much provocation ; which had 
driven them to feek fcir the' alliance of the Iri(h. 
After flaying fome months, Richard thought of 
putting an end to his magnificent journey; and 
he departed, without hating encreafed the Englilh 
Pale an^ the fphere bf the Englifh laws, or hav» 
fpg manifefted any intention about it, • .- * 



' C. H A P, ^ V. . 

The State' of Ireland during the two Centuries that 
preceded the reign of King Henry VIIL ^ ^., 

JT ROM the reign of Richard the Second no 
expedition was attempted from England into Ire- 
land during the fpace of above two hundred years, 
that is, till the reign of Henry VIII. and even 
of Queen Elizabeth, in the latter 'part of whofe 
reign Ireland was viniverfally fubdued by force, 
as will be mentioned hereafter. 

During the period we mention, a conftant ftate 
of warfare continued to take place between the 
flnglifli Colony or Pale, and the whole Country 

befides^ 
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b^fides ; with fome intervals however of inter-, 
miflion as to adlual hoitilities. 

The Colony were at conflant war- with the 
. native Jrifli, in confeqnence of their colonial law^ * 
and ptovifions, according to which the Irijhry ' 

were ctonfidered as perpetual Outlaws.-' ^The, 

Courts of Juftice erefted within the Pale, allowed 
them no remedy in cafes of trefpaffes committed - 
againft them; nor did they adjudge punifhment 
for flaying a native Irifh *. 

The Colbny were in a ftate of perpetual war ; 
iwdth the degenerate Englifh, in confequence of 
the Statute of Kilkenny, which, as hath been 
above cited, I^ad made fuch degeneracy High Trea* 
fon and Dea^h. 

The impot^ncy of this Statute, and in general 
the impolicy of the meafures purfued by the Ma^ 
nagers of thetiolony affairs, both in regard to 
the native Irifh, and to the degenerate Englifh, 
foon became confpicuous. An alliance and con- 
federacy took place between thefe, of a clofer na^ 
ture than formerly. And the confequence at 

* When a Man had been killed, and the accufed party- 
pleaded that the Man was an Injh'tnan^ the cafe was brought 
to the iffuc whether the Man killed was of Irifh, or Englifh 
rai:e. Sir John Davies ha3 quoted two curious Latin records. 
By the firft it appears tha^ o;ie Williams^ who had killed one 
Roger,y obtained his quietus^ on proving that this Roger, not- . 
withllanding th^ Engliih name he had affumed, belonged to 
^ the Irifti SepU or Tribe, fufnamed G*Hedertfcah. The other 
record gives the inftaucc of. one Laurens^ who was fentenced 
to be hanged, for kilHng one Galfred Do^edd^ who proved, • 
on the tryal, to be of EngUfti race.-'-^-Scc Daviesy p. 1 1 1, 

G length 
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length was, that the Settlement became to be fb 
fljaitened, that tfaofe who were poffeffed'of Ian4 
en the borders, were ricceflitated to buy peace' 
from the furrounding Chieftains, haying agreed to 
pay them an annual ftipend, which became to be 
a fettled tribute, fcnown by the name of Blacl^ . 
rent. 

Notwithftanding Its Mreaknefs, the Ehglifli Co^ . 
lony continued however to exift j-^partly becaufc 
it was well known, that, had an univprfal combi- 
nation .taken place to ^ffefl: its final expulfion, it 
would have received fufficient affiftance from Eng- 
land to makp the attempt both di^ult and daur 
gerous 5 and partly, becaufe the Settlement ^yas, 
in itfelf, equal in point of ftrength to any of the 
numerous Lords, or Chieftains, who domineered 
ovet the Ifland. The Colony, in faft, continued 
to defend itfelf by the fame means which thofe 
Cfeeftains ufed to employ among themfelves : that 
is- to fay, by making alliance at fome times with 
fome of them, and at other times with others ; 
whether they were Irifli^ or degenerate Englifli ; 
occafionally fetting afide the pfovifions relative tp 
the hijhry.^ or forgetting the Statute of Kilkenny, 
^ circumftance$ made it necefi^ry. 

On the other hand, there were reafons why 
the EngliA Colbny did not extend their acquifi- 
tions, nor availed themfelves of certain advan-' 
tages which they Height have perhaps pofleffed to 
thatpffea. 

In th(9 firft place, they continued to receive no 
affiftance from England, whofe Government was 
either engaged in Continental and Scottifli expe- 

ditions, 
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ditioris or was diftrafted at home by rebellious 
iafurreftions, and civil wars. 

In the fecond place, the Englifli Colonifts be- 
gan in time to quarrel among thenifelves> in their 
Own diftria. In the fame /manner as a divifion 
had in former years been effe£led between Eng* 
Klh Subjefts and the degenerate Englilh j fo a divi- 
fipn now took place in the Colony, between Eng-* 
lifh Subjeds of race or blood, and Englifh Subjeds 
of birth, that is, thofe who were born in England^ 
and had latdy emigrated, or rather immigrated^ 
int;o Ireland. Their diflentions tv^ent ev^i fo far^ 
that two oppofite Parliaments were more than 
once to be feen fitting in different places, anathe<* 
Ihatizing each other, and promulgadilg c^pofitd 
contradidory laws, to be obfeTved by Englifh 
Subjects in Ireland* It may be obferved that fomo 
of die Englifh Subjects of blood were pofTefied 
of confidetable independent diftrids out of die 
timit of the Pale^ which e&abled them to oppofiir 
by main fotce the Government of the Colony, 
and even ibmedmes to attempt to call diftin& 
Conventions of Parliaments. The moft confi- 
derable among them wefe the Earls of Ormond 
and of Defmond. 

The Inhabitants of Iceland had thef dPore, in 
procefs of time, become to be divided into four 
different Claffes : 

1. The /rj^ry, of native Irifh. 

n. The degenerate Englifh. 

III. The Englifh Subjefts; of blood, fbme of 

them, a& hath been above obferved, poffeffed of 

G 2 con-' 



j;2 On the Kingdom ef Ireland* 

confiderable independent territories ; but receiv- 
ing fummons from, the Lords Deputies to attend 
the Parliaments, and attending them occafionally 
that is, when it fuited them. This attendance 
in Parliament was the main difference between 
thofe Lords, and the degenerate Ehglifli Chief- 
tains, to whom no fummonfes ufed to be fent, and 
who would receive none. 

IV. The Englifh of birth, who chiefly com- 
pofed the Government of the Colony, and were 
aflifted and countenanced by the Englifh Govern- 
ment. 

In the midfl of the complicate quarrelling, the; 
promifcuous multiplied warfare, and the tempor- 
ary reconciliations, that took place between thefe 
four ClafTes, or their Leaders, the Englifh Co- 
lony or Settlement in Ireland continued to exifl, 
in the fame narrow extent for about two hun- 
dred years; that is, from the 14th year of the 
reign of Edward III. when the firfl open quarrel 
between the Englifh of blood, and the Englifh of 
birth, took phce, till the reign of^King Henry 
the Eighth, and even, we may fay, of James the 
Firfl- 
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CHAP. VL 

A general Fietu of the State of Ireland^ prevums 
to the final ReduSlpn of the I/land^ at the End 
of ^ueen Elizabeth^s Reign (A. 1603.) 

i^UCH was the fltuation of affairs in Ireland at 
the acceffion of King Henry VIII. (A. i5og,) At 
the time of this Prince the Paleconfifted of no 
more than four Shires. Though Munjier had 
been, in former days, nominally divided into 
Counties, the People, to ufe Sir John Davies's 
expreffions, had become fo degenerate, that no 
Juftice of Affize durft execute his CommifCon 
among them. The fnecring anfwer of Mac-Guire, 
Chief of Ferfnajiagh, to the Lord Deputy, who 
was propofmg to him to accept a Sheriff in his 
diftriO:, has been recorded : " Your Sheriff Ihall 
*' be welcome to me; but let me know the price 
" of his head (hia Eric\ in order that if my Peo- 
** plri cut it off, I may fine them accordingly/' 

John Allen, Irijfh Matter of the Rolls, was 
dire£ted by the Government of the Colony, to in-- 
form the King, that his laws were not obeyed 
twenty miles in compafs. It was become a conv- 
mon expreflion among the Inhabitants of Ireland, 
to fay, that They dwelt hy-weji of the Law, which 
dwelt beyond the river of the Barrow (thirty miles ^ 
of Dublin). 

Henry the Eighth did indeed affume the title 
of King of Ireland, inftead of Lord, which was 

. ' the 
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the fonner ftyle, and had cairied certain diftrid^ 
without the Pale, to be divided into Counties^ 
or Shire ground. But this divifion was no more 
than nominal* The Black-rent, that annual tri- 
bute which has been above mentioned, continued 
during that Prince's reign to be exzded from the 
inhabitants of the borders of the Pale, by thefur^ 
rounding Chieftains* The native Iriih Chiefs^ 
even^ then contihued ta eonfider themfelves as be* 
ing fa ixidependent, that they made exprefs Trea-> 
ties of peace with the King and bis Lieutenants 
Treaties of Mliaauit were mMe than once mad^ 
with them, for making war on the turbulent 
Lords of Ehgtifh face. On^ of the' Chieftains, 
named Mac-GiUapfitrickj and Chief of Oirory,^ 
(in the neighbourhood of Wexford) conceiving 
bimfelf on a certain o€ca£bi( to have been aggriev-' 
tdby iJieEarhof Grmond, then Lord Dteputy, 
fecit ^declaration of waf to Henfy VIII. ifhe^ 
did not punifh him : Which declaration the Am* 
bafiador whom the Irifli Chieftain had made 
(choice df, deKvered ik good Latin to the King, as 
he was coming from Chapel. 

As to the (kgree of obedience paid to the Go- 
tcmment by the Lord& and great Subjefts of Eng- 
lifh blood, it may be guefled not to have been 
very great, from the nature of the covenant en- 
tered into by the Earl of Defmond with Henry 
VIII. in the thirty-fecond year of the reign of that 
Prince j which was, that He would fuffer the law 
of England to^ be executed in his Country, and 
would piermit the fobfidies granted by the Parlia- 
ment 
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fa^tit (of Ireland) to be levied on his Tea?ait§ and 
^Followers. 

Siuch w^ th? ftate of Ireland duriiig 4:h^ reign 
of k:ing Henry VIll, and even during the reign* 
of King Edward the Sixth, pf Queen Mary, and 
the greater part pf the r^ign of Que^n, Elizabeth. 
Yet all Writers^ among them Sir John Davies^ 
whofe Work we have mei^tioned ii^ a former place, 
(p. 45.) agripe in fpeaking pf Ireland a$ having 
rightfully belonged to the Epglilh Crown ever 
fmce the reign of King H^ry the Second* The, 
Book publiftied by Sir John Davie$ concerning^ 
Ireland, contains a coi^tinual contradiQion from, 
the beginning to the end. He calls the Kings pf 
England from the reign of Henry the Second, 
• *^ Abfolute Monarchs of Ireland, having in right 
^* all Royal and Imperial Jurifdidion there;** he 
brands the native Irifh with the names of per^di" 
ous Rebels^ wicked and ungrateful Traytorsy through-? 
out his Book: And all for what? Becaufe the: 
Kings of England had conquered their Country: 
Yet, his Book is purpofely written to point out 
the caufe's why they had not conquered it* At th^ 
famQ time it muft be acknowledged that Sir John 
Davies was a Man of very great abilities :. Great-? 
ly fuperior to the generality of thofe perfons who 
are ufually employed in the management of pub- 
lic affairs; and notwithftanding his contradiftory 
pofitions and perplexed arguments, , his Work 
contains a deal of fcattered truth and informji* 
tion. 

The only Fay to form a true idea of Ireland^ , 
aod of the dominioq of tl^e Englifh Crown and 

Nation 
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Nation there, previous to the reign of Queen. 
Elizabeth, ai)d mdeecj of James the Firft, is by 
<:o^{idering the Englifh Colony that had been fet- 
tled on that Ifland, in the fame light as the Set- 
tlements, or Colonies, formed by Europeans in 
remoter parts of the World. It was a Settlement 
of the fame nature as thofe at Senegal, or Goree, 
on the coaft. of Africa ; or like Bombay, on the 
Coaft and Country* of the Mahrattas; or Madrafs, 
thirty years ago, oh the Coaft of the Camatic ; or 
the Dutch Settlements in the Hland of Jjtva, and 
at the Cape of Good Hope. • But the jufteft idea 
that may beacquired of the nature of the Englifh 
Colony in Ireland, from the times of Hem-y the. 
Second, to thofe of Queen Elizabeth, is by com- 
paring the fame with the Colony at New York, 
as it would now ftand, if the late Treaty had n^t 
t^ken place, and* the Americans, in conjunftion 
with the North-Indians, were continuing to befet 
its territory, and oppofe the extenfidn of the Eng- 
lifh Government. The North-Indians in fuch cafe, 
would reprefent the Irifliry ; and the Americans 
would be- the degenerate Englifh, or fome of them ' 
the Englifh Subjeds of blood, according as it might 
fuit them to keep fome ihtercourfe with the Go- 
vernment of the Cofony. With this difference, 
however, that the Irifhry were the more nume- 
rous Nation, and continued to occupy about two 
third parts of th^ Ifland*. 

During 

* The Irifh, from their peculiar cuftoms, their appearance 
aid drefs, wer^,- in regard to the Englifh, a foreign, we might 
ajtnofl fay, a remote Nation. When the Chieftain O'Neal 
\gi(?nt upon his viiit and interview with Queen Elizabeth, 
(A. 1562.) he was accompanied, a|Id continued to be at- 

tended 
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. During four hundred years Ireland continued 
to exift in the ftate which is here defcribed. Sir 
John Davies's Work is entitled, A Difcovery ^ 
the true caufes fiohy Ireland was never entirely fub^ 
dued and brought under obedience of the Crown of 
England^ until the beginning of his Majejiiet 
(James L J happy reigne. Among other caufes 
Jhe mentions the inconfiderable forces Which were 
fent by the Itifigs of England for fubduing the 
Country; in which he is certainly right. But: 
when he proceeds farther, and produces as addi- 
tional caufes why Ireland was not brought under 
obiedience, that the Irilh laws and cuftoms were 
not abolifhed, and thofe of England eftabliflied 
in their ftead, he is undoubtedly wrong. 
, This method of forcing their laws and cuftoms 
upon conquered Nations, was never adopted but 
by fuch Conquerors as aimed at defl:ru£tion, aiiid 
'.were feeking pretences for it. The Normans^ 
to mention an inftance which Sir John Davies 

tended in Enghnd, by a guard of Galfonvglafes^ armed with 
the battle-^, after the manner of their Country, their head» 
bare, their hair, or glibs, flowing on their fhoulders, arid 
their linen refts 'w^th large fleeves, dyed with faffron. He waSv 
received and treated as an independent Chief. 

One principal article of luxury among the Irifh, was the 
uiing a profufion of linen in their drefs. In an old, regular 
tion made by the Iriih Parliament, relative to certain diilridd 
that had lately accrued to the Colony, it was ordained that 
no perfon flioidd be allowed to wear above twenty cubits (ten 
yards } of linen in his fhirt. Ireland feems to have been def- 
tined from time immemorial^ to poffefs a fiourifhing linen 
Manufadory. 

H ; hlmfelf 
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niipfelf has introduced, fufFered th^' Common Law 
of England to. fuBfifl;, after their conqueft, in thpfe 
c^Ies which did not aflfeft their power and Go- 
vernment. The reluftance ftewn, by the Englifh 
Lords again(l having the^ laws of their Country 
aUered in a cale in which not one of them per- 
haps was perfonaljy concerned, is w6ll known.^— 
Nofumus legei An^lia muiare^ wa^ th^ir unanimous 
ijeclaration. K may be added that the attach^ 
ment pif the Jrifli t'p their laws was grounded upon 
more fenous regions' than mere prepofleffioni^-^ 
They do not fpem to have ^nn^xed to the right 
jpf Pr^(^r^)'i particularly in. regard to land, thd 
Tame ideas as vireido. The laws of England^ et 
pecially concerning Defcerity Wi^rd perhajps;the 
ftrangeil laws, and the mofl: repugnant to their 
manner of living, th^t could be pi'opofed to theirii 
They fhauld i^ot therefore have been attempted ro 
^e' forced upon them , efpecially in a hurry. Thfs 
is a'point which Writers have not perhaps fuffici- 
ently elucidated^ 

. Neither were th^ attempts to ^boHfli the man- 

.jj^rs a|id guftoins of the Irilh, a. very wife courf<p 

. of meafures. The moll, ahfdlute KStigs have found 

the introdudlion of alterations in %be bare article 

of dr(?fs, to be attended with the utmoft difficuhy, 

even in the precinft of their Metropolia, and gf 

fortified Towns. In the op^nt Country, efpecial- ^ 

' ly at diftance, it has ever proved a moft dangerous 

undertaking. 

The Laws and Statutes paffed' agaitift thefe 
Englifli perfons who adopted the Irifh cuftoms 

and 
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and language, aiid claihied the fupptort of the . 
Irifh laws, wer^ not more judicious. Being fet- 
tled up the Country, and mixed with the Inha- 
bitants^ how could they avoid complying with, 
the cUftomi gf thofe Men whofe countenance and 
aiptftance it behoved them te obtain, and obeying 
thofe Uws' and Governments to which, imperfed 
as they might be, they tnuft refort for immediate 
prote&ion ? Even iii the precinS: of the Pale,. 
the Irifli language had a conftant tendency to be- 
come prevalent ; and ordinances tvere frequently 
made for reftrainirig the ufe of it» Sir John 
Davies goes fo far as to regret that the Foreji- 
laws were not edabliflied in Ireland^ becaufe 
thdfe laws, together with their ptoalties, might. 
perhaps have helped to civilize the Irifli. Sir 
John was both a Lawyer j and a Magiftrate. He 
talks in a Very e^y manner, of mai/iering t&e Irijh 
by the fword^ and of breaking them by warre^ in 
' ordBr to make them capable cf obedience and goad. 
fiedei but his opinions, upon the whole, ap- 
pear too much like the language of a Man who 
is intent upon diftatihg thofe Liaws with which he 
IB acquainted, and extending the fphere of his bu- 
finefs ^iXid profeflion. 

It may be added, that the Irilh Chieftains were 
eJrttemely wdl dilpofed, of Aemfelves, to be go- 
verned by the Kings of England. None of that 
fierce fpirit of refiftance and rivalry was found 
among them which was manifefted by the Scots, 
who were a more civilized Nation. Sir John 
Davies has taken notice of the remarkable readi- 
nefs witli which they reforted to thofe Englifh 
H 2 Kings 
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Kings (Henry n. King John, and Richard II.) 
\^ho came over to vifit Ireland. They were proud 
in fed, both to enter into alliance with the King 
of England, and to pay him a tribute or annual 
prefent, as being a greater Man that; tbemfelves : 
a notion this, natural enough ; and which, to this 
day, prevails throughout the Eaft, They were 
befides particularly pleafed with having fome de* 
pendence on an Englilh King: they confidered 
fuch dependence, it feems, as forming a kind of 
connexion or tie, between them and the Nations 
of Europe, and in (hort, \;^ith the reft of the 
World. The Kings of England would have afted 
with more juftice, more glory, as well as more 
advantage to themfelves, if they had been fatif- 
fied whh the quality of Arbitrators between jthefc 
Irifh Rulers or Chiefs ; an office to the difcharg- 
ing of which a fmall force would havfe been com- 
pet^nt, confidering the equal manner iQ which 
their ftrength and refources were balanced among 
themfelves. Better cuftoms, and laws more fe- 
vourable to the improvemerft of their Country, 
Ihould, together with proper invitations, have 
been held out to them ; and tiriie trufted to, for 
their accepting them. Inftead of this, Adven-. 
turers were poured into Ireland, who, partly by' 
their avidity, and partly by their ignorant laws, 
rendered pacification impoffiblc. 

Another fed may be mentioned in this place ; 
which is, that Henry VIII, found no diflSqulty in 
inducing the independent Irifh Chieftains ^ ac- 
knowledge his Supremacy, and the capacity he 
afTumed, of Head of the Church \ which is a re-^ 

markable 
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jparfcable fed, and fhews that they wejre not in* 
•fluaiced by, any violent ipirit of innate bigotry 
and bloody oppofition, in regard to religious mat- 
ters. Some alfo covenanted with the King -to 
admit Engliih Judges, or Arbitrators^ in their 
diftrids, provided thpy ihould follow the Irifli 
laws : which is another remarjuible circumftance. 
Such -Arbitrators^ or Orderers^ were accordingly 
appointed, and dnredled to fet the Englifli law 
afide, becaufe, it is faid in the preamble of the 
Ordmance, the Iriffi were not yet fufEciently ac- 
quainted with thefe laws to live in conforjnity to 
tfaenl. ( ^ia nondum Jic fapiunt Leges et Jura^ , 
ut fecundtm eajam vivere pojfttftt.) This was wife 
policy, though Sir John Davies but indiffjsrently 
appi'oves of it ; and it had been, no doubt, adopt- 
ed as an expedient to induce the Iriih to acknow- 
ledge the King*s Supremacy* 

At the feme time we mention, Henry VIII. 
affumed the title of King^ inftead of Lord^ of Ire- 
land, which the Kings of England had till then 
ufed. Writers on Iriih affairs have agreed in fup- 
pofing that the readinefs with which the Iriih 
Chiefs acknowledged the King's claim to Supre* 
macy, though he had no forces in Ireland by 
which to overawe them, was owing to their being 
So pleafed wd dazzled with this new title of King. 
Sir John Davies ha|:h firft fuggefted this idea ; 
which fubfequent Writers have adopted, as they 
. have done all Sir John's' other opinions. But it 
is tiot likely that the change of a title, or a fimple 
wotd, in a foreign language tvhich diey did not 
uncterfi;and, might very feriouily influence the 

'^ minds 
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miAd§ hi Ifte IMft C\\vdh^ txA aSifeQ the nutut'e di 
their Trdfittifes atid Covehsuits with Henry the 
Eghth. Befiiies, it miay be oJ>ferve4'that the 
' Werd Domlnus (Lord) fc a higher foundittg wcr4 
ih the Latin language, than that of ^^ (King), 
ifrhidi ufed to be beftowfed on ih^ Irifli Chiefe 
tfiiettifelves : the L^tin tongue ^as the laiigliage 
ufed in the iiitercodffe with the generality of the 
tn(h Chieftains, as theit* JPriefts wfere abte to un* 
derftand it. - ' 

The wiUingnefs of the Irifii Ghiefe to eoitiidy 
ij^rith the wilhes of Henry VHL in th^ affair of 
the Supremacy^ was owing to another caufe : it 
^ras, owing to that Ordinance or Covi^nant with 
therti, being pkffed, that ha6 teen above mention- 
ed, by which their native Laws were in future t6 
l>e refpefted. The IHQi Chiefs ahd Tribes hiad 
now caufe to think that the King might be Ikfely 
trufted t6i-*that ht was determined in future to 
6¥er-rule his Advifers and his Lawyers, and that 
thofe national Laws by which JPropferty cpntinued 
to be infured among thehi, ahd thofe tuftomS 
iffhxtli they had iihitated from their Forefathers, 
wbuW ho longer be made pretences of, for har- 
raffing thetn by unjuft, ignorant hoftilititsj ismd 
breaking Treaties entered into with them. Oblig- 
hig the Kin|, in fuch circumftances, in regard to 
hi^ lately amimed Supremacy, they confidered as 
an advantageous bargain. 
•' ^e Vhxt teafon of Herily fin. for ufihg thfe 
t5tie of Kifig of Ireland, was ho other than to fet 
afide, at the fame time, Ae 6ld^ title of Lvrd, 
which the Popes had conferred on the Kings <rf 

England, 
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Engfend, in that BuH by which the Sovereignty 
of the lihind had been beftowed "upcin Henry the 
■Second by Pope* Adrian; The King undoubtedly 
judged, that, ''letting afide k title which had beca 
conferred by Papal anthorlty, becamcf a nccefllary 
meafare, when 'he thought proper to renouiuris 
that authority both in England and Ireland. If 
the Pope now srttempted * to take tfcfe JSovereignty 
oT'Lordfliip of 'Ireland from Him, iii thd feine 
manner as it had been formerly coiiferr^ hk 
HoBnefs was to' te* difeppointed : there was no 
loh^r a Lord; it now was a King. ' ^ - 
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.,\:\ ^ ^he fi^al ir^duiiiQ^^ of Ir^M^d* . 

jOL'T length, in the latter end' of die reign of 
<^eett Elizabeth,, fuch an army was fent, and 
fuch efforts were made, as thoroughly effeSed the 
iconqwfft of Ireland. ' The Englifli Government, 
in«ife£ting that eonqueft, had.the beft plea for 
juftifying their eondud, that Conquerors can pof- 
fibly alfedge; which was the neccffity of circum- 
ftances, and confiderations derived from their own 
fefety and defence. 

Thfe Violent meafurcs that had been purfued in 
the reign of King Edward VI. in \ order to efta- 
bliih the Proteftant religion and liturgy in Ireland, 
had givcA rife to a confiderable degree of difaf- 

fedion 
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feftion among alt Subjeds in that Country r the 
jealoufy had extended to the^ Iriih Tribes ^ and 
fuch a fpirit of combination and g^eral oppofb* 
tion to the Engliih Government was beginning 
to take placf through the Illandj in the reign^ of 
Queen Elizabeth, as had been unknown in for- 
mer periods- 

This difpofition of people's , minds oflfereda 
favourable opportunity to Philip 11. King of Spain, 
for promoting his hoftile deflgns againil England, 
.partial invasions of Ireland were attempted by the 
Spanilh Goyernnient feyeral years before the 
fending out of their invincible Armada. A Spa- 
nifh Colony, we may even obferve, had continued 
to be fettled from remote tim^s, on the South- 
weft part of the Irifh coaft. 

Spainv of all foreign Countries, is th^ nioft 
favourably fituated for an intercourfe with Ire- 
land. Tne Spanifh coaft (iretches fo &x out into 
the Atlantic Ocean, as to lie to the Weft ward of 
moft of the Irifti harbours; Wefterly windf, tliat 
is, thofe winds which moftly prevail in that past 
of the world, are favourable winds for coming 
from Cape Finifterre to Cork, Waterford, £sf c. 
The Northern Spanifli ftiore in fad lies both Eaft 
and Weft of the Irifli coaft ; and Spain is better 
fituated for conftant communication with Ireland, 
than France, or perhaps than any Engliih harbour 
within the Britifti Channel. Had the Spanifli 
Armada ;sittempted Ireland, they would have made 
a certain conqueft of it. After the .mifcai;riage 
of that Fleet,, another might have been fent, w^hich, 
affifted by the now univerfelly difafFefted Inhabi- 
tants, 
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taiits, might hive met ^ith fuccefs. Nay, aii 
kriiiy of feveral thoufaiid Spariistrds >;^ere adually 
landed, ittfended by i Pope'^ Nuritio, who got 
JwlTeffidii 6i Kinfate: And England thus found 
herfelf in danger of being b^fet, on Eaft and 
Wed, by the pdt^rer df iSpaih, fd fdrmidable in 
thoife days, aiid of lying iii the middle between , 
the land forces* df th^ Spaiiiards, then centered in 
the Netherlands, and their naval ftreiigth and 
krmaiiierits, ftitioiled in the harbbiir^ of Ireland. 

Thefe cdnlideratioris determined the Englifh 
fcroverilment td niatke uncommon ^ffort^ to fecure , 
the pdffeffioii df Ireland. Very confidei-abl^ fub- 
iidies were ^oted by Parliament for that purpofe ; 
knd Jtn arniy of twenty thdufind men, completely 
well provided, \<^s fent, which, aiflifted by the 
advantages irid power alread^r poffefled by the 
Crovernment in the Cdiintify, by fucdeflive rein- 
forcements from England, ahd by othet favour- 
able ciruCUniftjtnCeS, eflTefted a cdmplete reduftion 
bf ail thedirferent Lords arid Chiefs. who till theii 
had rilled in the Iflarid, after ^ difficult war, that 
kfted Ebdut f6ven yesirs: 
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' The Setfkmeht of Ireland j By King James L 

However, C^een Elizabeth did not live 
to fee the conqueft of Irelimd brought to a tho- 
rough conclufion: For, the final capitulation 

I with 
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vith. the great Cfeieftaia O'tJ^l, wa^notfignei 

tiil. a few days after, her deaU>. . . ^ 

Jame$ the Firft i8> therefore^ to be,named a« th« 
firft Englifh Sovereign who poORsf&d the dominion 
of Ireland, 

At this sera^ all violent oppofition tp the autho^ 
rity of the EngUlh Governmen-t and Crowi^,, was 
put an end to. The fpirit of Irifh refiftance was 
braied, to nfe the expreffions of Sir John Davies^ 
as it were in a mortar, with the Sword^ Farhine^ 
(ind Pejiilencgy aliogither. Both, the degenerate 
Englilh and the native Irifh were alike ovei> 
come. The Law now penetrated into every re- 
mote comer of the land.' — Juftice,. the fword 
having firft cleared the way, took the^ whole 
Country in her progrefs, ia the fame manner as 
the Virgo mpves in die 2o.diack preceded by Leo^ 
as Sir John claflically and elegantly expr .fles it ; 
And the Judges were now enabled to proceed 
jound the whole Kingdom, like Plai^ets in their 
cxtenfive Orbits; whereas their Circiuts had till 
Jthen been confined to the^ fmall precinft of the 
Pale, like the narrow circle which the Cyntjfura 
defcribes about the Pole. 

^ At the fame time that the power of the Judges 
j^nd of the Englifli Government was thus exten- 
fively fixed, the Jeud Irifti laws- and cuftoms were 
abolifhed, and the Eiiglifli laws eftabliihed in all 
cafes without exception, through the whole Iflwd* 
Lawyers had then bufinefs enough ; and even, 
more than enough. The Harveft was. great, tojulb 
bnccmore the expreffions of Sir* John Davies, but 

. ' ''. thf 
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tfe€ Lafeourew few 1^ Magna tfiej/is^ fedOperarU 
fauel) t W^ ** the number of the Judges was in*- 
*^creafe^in every Bench*/' 

As a further (feep for the fettling of Ireland,* 
numerous Colonies were fent -from Great Britain 
to occupy the lands which had been taken fronv 
thbfe Tribes and Chieftains who had b^en iriof^i 
pajrticularly -engaged iti the-^var that ted feeen^ 
lately terminated. King James g^e uncoiHuidll' 
ittention to the framing of the Ordinances that 
were made for the proper Settling of thefe Colo- 
niea* Writers have agreed in praifing the judi- 
cious meafures that were adopted, and in confi- 
fidering the zeal and fuecefs of the King in that 
tefpefl: ^ the moft laudable part of his reign.— 
James thte Pifft himfelf ufed to derive much glory 
from hii capj^city of Legiflator and Settler of 
Ireland* ^ 

Oae of the principal precautions that were 
taken for tompOfing the Country, was Aat by 
wbich too extenfite trads of land were prevented 
from being in the perfogaal pofieiTion of any fingle 
Lbrd or Freeholder, whether native Irifh^ or of 
EngUih race. In the province of Ulfter, which 
Ikad been enjdrely -conquered without any capitis. 
Jatioa taking place^ jand the lands feized, in order 

* The pow^ of the I^aw and of the Judges, did not be- 
comc^ however, quite fo completely eftabliflied in Ireland, at 
the beginning of the reign of Jame§ the Firft, as Sir John 
]>avi«8 has defcribed it. Several infilrredions took place in 
Hbk reigp, wfaicfa were raifcd by Irilh Chieftaina : Though they 
were quelled without any great difficulty, as their power and 
Sources bad been ib broken by the late war, 

1 2 to 
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to their being porticmcd oilt by the Crowi^ ^^ 
Britifh Undertaker was fuffered to obtain a great- 
er portion of land than 3600 acres* The 4ei(ign 
of thefe pi:^cautions was to prevent the yencw* 
al of the diflurb^nces and wars that had be^i^ 
raifed in former times by thq gfeat $ubje^ of 
blood, fuchas tlie Earls ofDefn^pod, of Ormond,^ 
of Kildar«, &c. a^d before them by thie Red Earle^ 
above-mentioned. 



C HA P. IX. , 

The Rife of the^eUgious Diffentions m Irfl^df* 

X HE power of the Englifh Government and 
Crown being noM^ uxriverfally and ihdifputably 
eftablifhed, there was a probability that the en* 
mities of former parties would be in time forgot- 
ten, — that thofe Inhabitants who had been compel^ 
led to adopt the Englifh laws and cuftoms, would 
gradually perceive their advantages,- and that d 
lafting peace might prevail in Ireland. But events 
had unfortunately taken place withiji the laft fif- 
ty or fixty years, that were foon to difturb this 
peace, and give rife to animolities and contefts as 
pbftinate 2Uid bloody as thofe which had been 
lately terminated. It is here meant to fpeak of the. 
religious diffentions caufed by the introdudion of- 
the Reformation into Ireland. '^ 

- • The 
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.- Thcfirft attempt to introduce the Reformation, 
mto Ireland^ was in the reign of King Edward 
the Sixth. Ifcnry VIII. being fatisfied to have 
his fupremacy acknowledged^ and the authority 
of the Pope renounced^ did not take any meafure 
to enforce a ferthier change in the opinions, of his 
8ubje&$ in Ireland* But in the reign of Ed- 
ward the Sixth, orders ^tr^ fent for ufing the 
Englifli liturgy in all the Churches of the Colony, 
that is, of thpfc diftri&s wherein the authority of 
the Englifli Government was acknowledged. Di- 
redions were alfo given for removing, felling, or 
deilroying, the ornaments, and the inftniments 
pf popifl) fuperftition : and the Soldiers who com- 
posed the garrifons ftationed in Ireland, were em- 
ployed for effeding thefe removals and deftni&i- 
PQS, which tihey performed with their ufual zeal 
and ajacrity in executing i:ommands of this kind. 
In the. mean time. Sir . Anthony &t« l^eger, the 
Lord Deputy, was recalled, on account of his not 
being fufScientlyai&diious in promioting die work 
pf the Reformation. 

In the reign of Queen Mary, the tables were 
fe»<Ferfed. The Latin liturgy was reinftated in thd 
Churches, and their ornaments were reftofed. 
Proteftants were^ neverthelefs allowed to live 
iiii&ciently unmolefted ; they were not numeroos 
enough in Ireland, to make perfecution a profits* 
ble buikiefs. 

In the reign of Queen Elizabeth, a firelh. rev erfe 
took place ; and the Churches were again denud*- 
cd of their ornaments. . ' 

James 
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Jame^^Fitft pirrfued die fgme bufineft dTRc^ 
formation : but as the King'ls power in IrelttmC 
was now hhx increaied be/ond wliMt it had for* 
merly beeo^ fo, the meafiires for. altering the re« 
ligion of the Country^ were attended with more 
important effieds. The diittdions concerning the 
Reformation, fent by the prdbeding Sovereigns; 
bad only been enforced in tiiediftrifts and Church^ 
es within the Pale: the orders fent by the Coun-^ 
cil of James the Firft now extended to the whole 
ifland,. 

^ The principal meafures that weife ad<^)led at 
^e time of that Prince, for raifing the Proteftant^ 
oo the ruiiifi of the Catholic, Religion^ in Ireland^^ 
were the fqllowiiig ; 

In the fiiik place, the Colony that was fent from 
Great Britain, to fettle on thofe lands which had 
been feized by the Cxcmn^ as hath been abbva 
mentiofied, was iprmed of Pr<tteftants ; and a 
great many of them Prf(byteriaM« A imall Co« 
kmy, formed eant die fame ^principle, had alfo been 
fent in the reign of Queen EUsatbedi, to fettle oQ 
ibefandadiiat were taken from|tbe£|^rlof Defmond, 
a rebdlioQS great Lord and 6ubje£k dfbloed, ^v4l!iM 
he was fuhdued and attainted widi an hundred 
and forty of his adherents^ feme years before the 
greai: war i^inft die native Irifli. The Protef^ 
taat party by thofe meanis s^quired that kind of 
ftrength, and weight, which refults from confide* 
raUe xtaxejtmtg. For it is to be obferved that there 
wtsefearodj any Pcoteftants WKmg the old £ng^ 
liih inhabitants of Ireland $ and diere were ftMl 
fewerXif ^)2inong the nadve Iriih: the Re- 

formadon 
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Caitnation had made qo progrefa wfaatever m tr€* 
land. ^ 

In the fecond place, the majority m the Irilh 
Parliament was allotted to the Proteftant party, 
through the manner in which the Parliament wa$ 
now compofed, and, in which the right of ele&ioa 
was conferred on new ereded Comities and Cor« 
porations. . / ' ' 

There haSt been no Parliament held in Ireknii 
for twenty-fevenyears before the time we are fpeak* 
ing of^ which was die eighth year of the reign o£ 
King James the Firft. The Proteftaats w;erc fo 
few in Ireland, in Queen Elizabeth^s time^ that 
the Government of the Colony could not venture 
upon calling a parliament: there was too. little pro* 
bability of getting a majority on the ProteflouK 
0de, even with the power poflefled by the Crown 
of q^eding. new Counties and Gorporadoni t this 
had been the caufe of the long intennii&on of Par« 
liamentsthathas been above mention^d» TbeCoun* 
cil of James the Firit, in the eighth year of his 
reigi^, had a more advantageous fcope, now that 
theldand was univerfally fubd^ed, and a numerous 
Colony of Proteftant Settlers had been introduced^ 
who, were in pofleflion of. extenfive tra^ of hs^iL 
New Boroinghs were ere&ed in thofe quarters 00- 
CU{»ed by the new Settlers. Even then the Gdvenv* 
meat Ibund themfelves, at firfl, miftaken in their 
reckoning, through the remarkable ardour with 
which ttx dppofite, t>x Catholic, party exerted 
diemfislves, efpecially in the eledipns for Coun^ 
ties : ele&ion» were loft where thelre was thou^t 
lobe little danger of it; and even Privy-couafdU 

lors 
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\oii dtcladecl; The difappointment was' made up* 
byfpeedily .ereding frefli Coipotattons, pi"' Bo- 
toiighs, arid c6fnfeTtJ6"g updrf flidm the right of 
ele€dng Members; Hfenee the complaints made' 
afterward by the Citholic pithy, that feveral neW 
Corporations ^hich had feiit Mdifibers, had beerf 
ereded, in order to the feridifig' of precepts to; 
them for eleftions, after the firil iffiiihg 6f the 
Writs fotcaiUiigffiePariiamenfV ' 

By this exertiorf of all their refoiirces, the Gor 
vernment in Ireland bbtalited a majority^ in' the' 
LoWer Houfe. On the firftday 6f hieeting, the 
Members of the CathoBc party Wfe found to' be 
1 o I ; and diofe in the Prcrteftsftit interfeft were i isl^ 
The Catholic party being both greitly furpnfecf 
and difitppointed it finding tRemfelves the itamof 
number, at firff refufed to reco^use thofe neW 
Brethren that hid been fem them by tte heW 
ere&ed Corporations i ifcuffle even took place ini 
the chairing of a Speaker ; each party putting 
forth i different perfon. But as the f)lacfe of thd 
meeting was in the Caftle, as they wfereXtirrotnidecf 
by aPrcJteftstnt garrifon,'and all dttetidints hacJ 
been dlfmiiTed, a3 well as fwords left at the gatey 
the Catholic party t^efe fain to fubmit. In th^ 
Iloufe of Lords, there were four Earls, five Vif- 
counts j and fixteen Batons : iil all twenty-five i 
to them wefe added twenty-five Ptoteftant Bifliops 
and ArchbHhdps. 

In order to complete thef fuperiority of the Proi 
teftant party, the penal Statutes that had been paffi 
cd in the reign of Queen Eliabetfi were put in 
force. By virtue of thefe Statutes, no Man whd 

refufed 
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fefufed to take the oath of fupretnacy, Could he 
invefted with an Office in a Corporation, or be a 
Juftice of the peace, or a Magiftrate- He was not 
tb be a Privy-eounfellor, nor to be preferred to any 
Poft in the Government, If a 'Lawyer; he was* 
not to be admitted to plead at the bat, or to filf 
Ae office of Jude. All the higher dignities of the 
Church, together with Church livings, arid Church 
cimoluitternts, were allotted to the Proteftant Cler- 
gy, as a regard for their orthodoxy. A weekly 
flnewas alfoto be laid upon every perfon who? 
Should riegleflt to attend the Church fervice* 
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^he Fi)rmdtion cfiht Catholic and Proteftant Par*^ 
fies in Ireland* The Civil War of 1641. 

J5y means of the meafures and ordinances we 
have recited, the Proteftant became completely 
dftablifhed, to the exclulion of the Catholic;*ReU- 
gion. And at that period arofe thofe foroiidabje 
party diftiniftibns, of Catholics, and Proteftant^, 
into which the Inhabitants of Ireland have fince 
been divided. 

The Proteftsftft party was, on the one hand, 

formed by thofe Cojonie$ that had, of lateyears^ 

Tbeen fettled in freland. They had on their fide 

K ' the 
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the ftrength of the Colonial Government, which 
vas formed only of themfelves, and the majority - 
in the Parliament of the Ifland. 
. Oh the other hand, the Catholic party was 
formed of the whole mafs of the Inhabitants of 
Ireland, previous to the fettling of the new Colo- 
nies: For, as hath been already obferved, there 
were no Proteftants in^ Ireland before that time : 
This will, very likely, induce the reader to think 
that It was not very wife to try to render the Pro- 
teftant Religion univerfally dominant, in a Coim* 
try ib circumftanced. 

At the period we are fpeaking of, the old dif- 
tinftions of native Irifli, degenerate Englifh, Eng- 
lifh of blood, and Englifh of the Pale, were for- 
gotten, and loft in the general denomination of 
Catholics, An union was now formed between 
the Irifli Chieftains and Tribes, who, after lofing 
their lands 'and their laws, were now to lofe their 
^religion, and the whole of the old Englilh Co*- 
lony, whofe I..ords and Men ,oS influence were 
now to be deprived of their confequence, whofe 
Lawyers and Priefts were thrown out of employ- 
ment, while the numerous Commonalty had their 
Churches taken from them, and were infulted by 
penalties for not conforming to the religious rites 
of their Opponents. All were now united toge- 
ther under the common baiirfer of the Catholic 
Faith, and turned their eyes towards the Pro- 
teftant party, as a common aggreflbr, and an 
enemy, 

5 The refources of the Proteftant party for main« 
taining their ground in the midft of fo formida- 
ble 
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. ble a CQnfeddracy, could not be in their number ; 
for, though confiderable in itfelf, it bore no kind 
of proportion to thofe of their Catholic Oppon- 
ents. And the advantage they pofleffed of form- 
ing the Colonial Government, and of having a 
majority in the Parliament, was only a ftrength of 
an artificial kind, which, without farther fupport, 
could not fubfift long. Their real effedual re- 
fources were to be in their moderation, and in the 
fupport of the Englifti Government. Of modera^ , 
tion, it appears from what has been above recit- 

^ ed, that they had but little. Nay, they had none ; 
for when they found that the Englifh Council of 
James the Firft was beginning to ufe for their fake 
a wifdom arid caution which they did not them- 
felves poffefs^ they proffered addreffes againft the 
*' grievous (in of granting toleration t6 fuperfti- 
*^ tion and idolatry, and of being acceffory to the 
" abominations of Popery." On the arrival of 

/ Lord Falkland, who had been fent as Lord De- 
puty, with general direflions, it was thought, to 
puriue gentle meafures, Archbifliop Uflier, in his 
firft fermon before him,^ took for his text the 
words. He beareth not the /word in vain. 

The final refource of the Proteftant Reformers 
lay in the expefted fupport of the Englifh Go- 
vernment : And, fince the fame had been able 
to conquer the Ifland, it was natural to fuppofe, 
that, by ferioufly exerting again its force, it might 
be able to preferve the conqueft. But (bould that 
Government happen to be weakened in its feat by 
domeftic diffenfions, (hould its preffure and weight 
be at any tiftie leffened, . that fire which was kept 
K 2 fmottiered. 
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fmothered, muft no doubt burft out, an4 ^^f iWf 
muft be the explofion. 

In the night of the 2 2d of Qftobcr, i64^r^ the 
Irilh civil war began. Violent meafures of the 
jkind we are here fpeaking^ of, ihould never be 
attempted to be juftified in writing : I fhall there^ 
fore leave the fudden infurreftion that broke out, 
in Ireland, iQ the feventeenth year of the reign of 
Charles the Firft, under the whole load of odium 
and malediftion§ which.writers muft h?^ve beftowr 
ed upon it* 

The native Irifli had begun the infiirreftibn; and 
they were joined foon after by the old Englifh 
Colony, the Lords pf blood, very few excepted, 
and thp Catholic Inbabitunts of the Pale : The 
junftion had been at firft poftponed by the mifcar- 
riage of the attempt uppji Dublin. The Catholic 
party in Ireland were in reality ftretching a hand 
to Charles thf Firft. But t:his Prince was not able 
to iee thi§. While under the preffure of the war 
waged againft him by the Engliih Parliapoent and 
by his Scottifli Subjefts^ he continued fpr years to 
confide? the Irifli and their Englifh Confederates, 
as bis enemies, and to give directions according- 
ly. Whjsn he hid thoughts, at length, of emj^oy- 
ing their afliftance, \n the year 1645, it was bi?- 
come too late. 

The Irifli Infurgents had on their firft onfet, as 
hath been above n|entioned, failed of feijjing the 
City and Caftle of Dubliijt. Armies of Scots had 
c:rofled the Straits between tjieir Country and the 
North coaft of Ireland. Both the Loyalifts, and 
the Parliamentarian party in the Ifland, conti-. 

nued 
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f^ued for a long tii^e to be united againil then| 
and their Confederates of Engliih r^ce. Aflfftr 
ance was fent by the EngUfh Parliament, ^s .fooi| 
as they were able to fpare it. Cromwell, widj 
his Generals, in time follo\^ed ; and an army of 
above thirty thpufand foot, and fifteen tbouian^ 
horfe, was tranfportcd or formed in J.relan4, by 
which an end was put to the .war in the yeajr 
f 652, and Ireland conquered a fecond tiiiie. 

New Colonies were tranfported into Ireland, ia 
order to oceupy thofe lands which were either ti* 
ken from the Catholic infurgents, or had become 
vacant by the deftruSive effefl: of the war, and 
the calamities ^at attended it. Siir William Petty 
mentions it as the moft moderate calculation, thial; 
one third of the Inhabitants of Ireland had perifh^ 
ed by the fword, famine, or the plague, Certjun 
Writers have gone fq far as to aflert that only oner 
eighth of the native Irifh were left, at the conclur 
iipn of the eleven ye^s war that was terminated 
in the year 1652. This account may be exagge- 
rated. However, all thofe native Irifli who were 
Venning, in diflferent parts of the Ifland, at the 
time of the fettlement made by Cromwell, were 
commanded to^retire into the Province, or Divi-^ 
lion of Coaoaught ; which lies qn Ae Weftern 
coaft, and had become defblate, and almpft defti** 
tute of kil^bitants. They were obliged to give 
i;p their lands and titles to theQonquerors ; ancj- 
tbe new lands affigned to each of them ware pro- 
portioned to the extent of dipfe he furrendered* 
A certain day was alfo fixed for them to retire, 
upon the penalty of death. The whole meafure 

was 



jrf On the Kingdom of Ireland. 

WM an event of hiuch the fame kind as the expul-* 
fictt of the Moors out of Spain. With this dif- 
ference, however that the Nation of the Moors 
had, about eight centuries before, been invaders ^ 
of Spain, and were now driven out of it to^ a re- 
mote Country; whereas, the native Irilh hadbeeq 
time immemorial, in poiTeffion of their liland, 
and had now about one fifth part of it allotted to 
them* 

This irqunftion laid on the Old native Irilh, 
to keep within the limits affigned to them, conti-* 
fined to be very ftriftly enftM'ced till the Reftora-r 
Umi ; that is, during eight years. At that period, 
feme among them recovered their lands, in re- 
funding the expences of thofe Adventurers who 
were in poiTeffion of them : And a free intercourfe 
was re-eftabliflied betweeft them and the reft of . 
theifland. Still, the Province of Connaught may 
be confidered as continuing to form, at this day, 
their main Habitatibn or Settlement. 

At the period we are fpeaking of, ^e intereft and 
power of the Old native Iriih, as a diftindclafs 
4if Inhabitants, was entirely broken ; theiv num- 
bers being from Aat time much exceeded by thofe 
c^ the Old and New Inhabitants of Britifli race. 
They have continued to have confequenee, as a 
diftina'Clafs, by their alliancfe with the Britilh Ca- 
tholics, and their continuing to ft>rm a confider- 
able part of the Catholic party. 

Sir William Petty reckons, that, before the 
year 1641, the number of the whole Ca^Kc 
party in Ireland (both Britifh and Iri(h) was equal 

to 
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to about fix times the number of the Proteftants ; 
and tliat, at the Time of the Reftoration^ it was 
about three times. 

The following is the ftatement given by Sir Wil- 
liam, of the number of Inhabitants in Ireland, hi 

Englifh Protejiants *- • * 200^00 
Scots - • - * 1005000 

Papijii * . > ^ * *oo,oo^ 



Other Writers think that this ftatcment k :BOt 
quite acciarate, and that the number of the PeotpSt 
HI Ireland, at that time, isfomewhatunder^rated^ 
The ^otal number is fuppofed, at this pre&at txa£;» 
10 be rather above two millions^ 



CHAP. Xt 

Tbcjicond civil war in Irelandy in Kij^ yj. 
tbjs Sicond^s time. 



HE kevoiutioii of the year 1689, inEng^ 
land, became thecaufe of a fecond civil war in Ire- 
land. It is not quitei improbable that the remark- 
able willinghefs of James the Second to "withdnrar 
.from England, was owing to a: fettled defign he 
entertained of trying his fortune in that Ifland* 
iThe ftep taken by Charles the Firft, of trafting 

feim&l^ 
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feimfelC in his diftreft, to an army of Scdtifii Pfeli 
fcyterianis, inftead of applying ta thelrifh, while jrt 
was yet time, had very poffibly continued to be 
looked upon ih his family, as on^e of thd worft 
faults he had committed* 

In the beginning of March 1689, that is, about 
twb months after he had left England, James the 
Second filled from Breft with fevcnteen fliips of 
wai^, afid landed at Kinfalex)n the twelfth* 

Heibrnldthe legal Government of the Coun- 
try on his fide. By altering the Charters of the 
Corporatiofts, in the CiirporariOTis, m thie fcegin- 
iiing of his reign, a majority ted bden procored 
m the FaSliameiat to the Cathofit party- The 
Earl of Tyrconnei^ who was Lord Deputy, had 
already taken aims in bia faivoarj -and . mai 
him at Cot k, where he delivered up his authority 

tohimv ._ , 

James the Second fbon found himlelf at tlie head 
of forty thoufand Soldiers ; and with tbefe forces 
he marched, firft to Dublin, th^n to the North of 
the Ifland, where theftrength of the Proteftant In- 
^teft la^. On Veceiving the naws- of the Revo- 
hition in England, the irifh Prateftants had pro- 
claimed William and Mary. They were after- 
wards affifled by an army from England, which 
failed from Chefter, in Auguft 1689, under the 
Command of Duke Schomberg ; and King William 
followed, about eight month after (in June 1690) 
with confiderable reinforcements. 

James the Second was -defeated on the barjks of 
the Boyne. He foon after withdrew inafqgate 
belonging to the King of Prance, refigning Ireland 

to 
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to his Competicdr, after aft'ay of about fixteeit 
months fiiKie his landing at Kinfale^ Confiderih^ 
the almcJft fure profpeft of fuccefs he had during 
the flrft fiit months, his mifcarriitge mtift have bcea 
ill gfeaf paft owing to his want ^ afeJlities : but it 
may be added, had he pofTefled abilities and 
judgment^ he' never Would hAwe had in his life. 
any occafion td command an army iit Ireland^ 

The waf was continued about a twelvemonth 
longet, between the Generals whom lining Willi* 
SHn had left to f^ipply his place, and the French 
and Irife fbrccs. At length, the taking of Lime- 
rick piit an end f0 fh^ war* The Celebrated Ca- 
pitaHtion, otherwife called the Articles of Lime- 
rick, Was figned on the third, of Oflobef 1691/ 
This (Capitulation wiis meant to foi'm thd law by 
which the rights lieft to Ronnul Catholics, in Iire- 
landy \ifere in future to be decided, and the Char* 
fer by which thofe rights were to be limited, and 
at the fame time fecut'ely eftabliihed. 
. Tlie principal Articles were. That the Roman 
GaS^dlies fhoUld exerdfe their religion in the fam^e 
mabteei^ a^ they did 11^ the reign of Charlesrdie Se- 
cond: that they Aotfld enjoy the comnuDn privileges! 
df Subjeds, being boimd to take the oath of alle- 
giance tp the l^ng^ when re4ttired:' and that they 
fliould hftfe^ a right fo have a right to have arms 
^bom their pelfons, or in their houfes, like other 
Sub^sv 

Thefe At ticksy or Conditions, of Limerick, con- 
tinued to be dbferVdd in King William's reign; 
and this Prince donftantly refifted the endeavours 
ci the {H'evailing party in Ireland, for having them 
L repealed* 
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Tcpealed. Indeed, the fixed iadination of tfcat 
l^rince for religious toleration, docs honour to his 
memory, and forms thegreateft partof hischaradter 
as aKing. Hereceived his reward for it, too. The 
general opinion which people entertained of his 
difpofitions, enabled him as effe^ually f)erhaps 
as any other circumftance, to go frfely through 
his reign, arid, to fufmount the difficulties with 
which he was ftirrounded. Owing to his avowed 
tolerant inteiitioris> no religious Party was driven 
fo defpersttidn atid extremities ; and amidft the 
reciprocal aggreflions of the different Sefts upion 
each bther, fufferinff Individuals continue^ to 
It^k up to him as a Pfote£l6r, or at leaft a perfon, 
who wifhed to be fo, .' ' ' 

' -When tlte Gommiffioners from Scotland ten-* 
dered the Corosisltion oath to Xing William, for 
' that Kingdom, he flopped them, as they wer« 
reitding thtit Article in which the rolling out of 
Heretics was mentioned. He declared he did not 
riiean to biiid himfelf by it, to perfecute any per- 
fon for his religious opinions; and defired the' 
Affembly prefent^ to mark his declaration, and be 
witnefles tb it- This was afljing with fpirit, <:on- 
ftdering that he had in a manner Jbut juft received^ 
his Crown ; artd With great judgment. 
' 'The juft line of condud, in regard to Roman 
Catholics in Ireland, we have ,above mentioned^ 
ceafed to be purfued in the reign of Queen Anne. 
Sevetaf Afts of the Irifti Parliament Were paflfed, 
by which the Conditions of Lifheriek were gra- 
dually violated. And at length' the famous Laws 
ofDrJiovery were enafted^ by which the triumph 
. - of 
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ofihe Proteftant over the Catholic paf ty was finair 
1y completed, after an hundred and ten year? 
ftruggle. ' ' , 

By thefe Laws, the Roman Cathblics were alr^ 
folutely difarmed. They could not purchafe land. 
If one Son did abjure the Catholic religion, he in- 
herited the whole eftate, though he was the young- 
eft. If he made fuch abjuration, and turned 
Difcoverer, during the lifetime of hii Father, he 
took pofleflion of the eftate ; his Father remaining 
ia penfioher to him. If a Catholic had a horfe in 
his poffeffion, worth fifty, or an hundred pounds j 
or more, a Proteftant might take the fame fi-om 
him, upon paying him down five pounds. If the 
rent paid by any Catholic was lefs than two thirds 
of the full improved value, -whoever di/covered, or 
turned Informer, took the benefit of the leafcj^ 
Sec. &c* 



CHAP, XIL 

Tie rife of the political coniefis. bePufe§n Great r 
Britain and Ireland^ . ^. 



T, 



HREE difEferent periods may be diftinguifli- 
ed in the Hiftory of Ireland. The firft compre- 
hends the time that elapfed from the introduftion 
of the Englifti into Ireland, in the reign of rienry 
the Second, to the reign of King James the Firft ; 
when ^he auth6rity of' the Englifli Government 
was generally eftabliflied. The fecond reaches to 
_ L 3 the 
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tjie reign of King William \ durii^g that perioifi th^ 
Fi^eitant and Catholic parties were forn^, an4 
alternately triumphed over ong another^ till the 
Catholic party was overcome. 

From this fecond period the affairs of Ir^l;md 
have taken rather an une^pe^d tur^^ a|id d^er 
rent from what one might have thought. The 
animqfities of former parties have feemed to be 
forgotten. Thp fliruggles between Catholic ?md 
Prpteftant have b?cn fufpwded, or at leafl have 
made Kttl^ noife in the World* Qjieftions of 
more "general politics have ^ngrofled the public at- 
.teQtion; and fhe refcuing of themielve^, as a Nar 
tion, from a dependency on England, has become 
the obje^ of the ;^^al wd univ^fal p,yTfuit pf the 
Inhabit^ts pf Ireland. ^ 

Cpmi^aints againft the interference of the Eng- 
Ii(h Legiilature, had been made by Individuals^ ist 
fufficiently early times, in Ireland; particularly 
during the fitting of the Long Parliament in the 
reign of Charle? the Firft : but thefe copiplaints 
had not been generally in|ifl:ed ^pon. , 

In the reign of Charles IL the Aft prohibiting 
the cultivation pf Tobacco in Ireland, and the 
t^avigatipn Ajft, in whiph Iceland is exprefsly 
named, were paffed. Thefe A^pj w at leaft their 
conftitutional and political tgndency, di4 not yet 
caufe any ^§at <iifcoptent in Irclwdf 

In the reign of King Williain fevf r^l -A^fts yere 
paired^ by the Engliih Parliiiiiient, ift which I#er 
land \ya8 bownd. Qxit was i^titled 4n4^f^ tif 
relief ^f ike Froiefim Irifi^ Ctergy : it rtpcale4 
the A£t paged by the Irifh Parliament, in tbe^reig^ 
' ■ ■ ^' ■ '• ' ^- ^- ■ • Qf 
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of Charles the Second, ^er di/akling Jpirkual per* 
fms from holdinig ben^jices in Eng^ndy and Ireland 
fit the fame time : it was meant to enable thoJfe 
perfops of thi? Iriih Clergy wl?Q were driven out 
pf their Country by the war ii^ i^S^i to be 
pxteiitted to benefices in Ejagland. Another 
^g^ Aft prohibited all trade with Fraace, 
bath froni England and Jneland/ Another de^. 
p^ed all the A(3:6 of the Parliament held at XHibt 
lin by James the Secoijd, to be void, withput the 
prefent Irifli Legiflature being confult^d^ And ^, 
fourth EipgJilh ajQ: was, for abrogating the Oath of 
^prsmacy in Ire^nd and afjmniing other Oatbs^ 
All thef^ A^^ did not excite yet any cotifiderable 
fenfe of public diiT^ti^fa^tion in Ireland : no com^ 
plaints were made againft them in <the Jrifh Parli- 
iime^ts tbs^t m^t in the years 1692, and 1695^ 
Iq die following years, however, the political 
tendency of ti^e above mentione4 £ngliih AfSs, 
and the , Rational dq>endence on England which 
tl^ey io&ay^^ to evince, happened to engage very 
feripuQy the public attention in Ireland. Iliis atf 
t&ax^eis^ as well as the general diiSati$fa^ion^ grar 
dually increafed. And at length, ii^ the year 1 698^ 
the faaious Pamphlet written by Mr. Molyneux, 
,was publiflied, which is entitled. The Cafe of Irer 
land being bot^nd by A^s of Parliamentf in Engr 
fiind Jiated* This Pamphlet, together with the 
Wgh degree 9i notice that was taken oi it by tb« 
J£nglilh Houfe ^f Coi^unoxjis, may be conlidered a» 
haying been the public opening of thp cpntrpverjt 
fy and the political contention between England 
^aad Ireland^ iince the beginning iC^ ^is Century. 

It 
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It is obferved that there was, befides Mr. MoI^t 
neux's publication, another fad of a ferious na- 
ture,' though not very generally known at firft to 
the Public, which caufed the interference of the 
Englifli Houfe of 'Commons, The Irifh Parlia- 
ment, difl^tisfied with the above recited Afts that 
had been pafled in England, fince the beginning 
of the King*s reign, had trahfinitted to the King 
in Council, for his Majefty's Aflent, the Heads of 
a Bill, which, under colour of giving ^ farther 
fanftion to thofe afts, was meant as a kind of 
J)recedent, or declaration, for excluding afterwards 
the authority of the Englifh Parliament out of 
Ireland. The opportunity of the appearance of 
Mr. Molyneux's publication was taken ; a Com- 
mittee of the Houfe of Comnions was appointed 
on the 2ift of May 1698, to enquire into the 
Book; and, upon the report of the Committee, 
the -Houfe ** unanimoufly refolved, ' 

* June 22, That the faid Book was of a dange- 

* rous confequence to the Crown and People of 

* England, by denying the authority of th6 King 

* and Parliament of England to bind the Kingdom 

* and People of Ireland, and the fubordination 

* that Ireland has, and ought to have, upon Eng- 

* land, as being united and annexed to the Impe- 

* rial Crown of this Realm. And that, occatfion 
^ and encouragement to forming the dangeirous 
^ pofitiohs contained in the faid Book, had been 

* given by a Bill entitled An ASl for the better Se- 
** curity of his Majejifs Perfon and Government. 

* tranfmitted under the Great Seal of Ireland ; 

* whereby an Aft of Parliament made in England 



On the Kingdom of If^'lanJj $/ 

* was pJretended to be re-^enaSed^ alterations there-' 

* iii; macle, and divers things enaflted alfo, pre^ 

* tending to oblige the Colirts of Juftice, and 

* Great Seal, of England, by the authority of aa 
« lAfli Parliament' . 

The Houfe then, in a Body, prefented an Ad- 
drefs to th€i King^ in which they enlarged both? 
on the Book and iu pernicious a fferiions^ and on 
the. dangerous tendency of the proceedings of the 
Mfli Parliament. -They concluded with * affur* 
'. ing his Majefty of their ready concurrence and 
^' affiftaiice, in- a parliamentary waiy, to pr-eferve 

* ^id maintailt- the'^dependence and- ft^bof dination 
' of Ireland to the imperkl Crown of this Realm/ 
The anfwer of his' IVIajefty tQ' this addrefs, was, 

* That he would take care, that, what was com-* 
> plained of, might be prevented and redrefled'as 
* . the Commoift« defired/ 

' Thus was the political war between . the two 
Countries ufhered in,^—^nd the gauntlet thrown 
by- on€ Party, bravely taken up by the other. 

In the year 1719, another public important' 
cafe of obritroveify occurred. It was the Englifh 
Houfe of Lords, who interfered this time. A 
caufc relative to an eftate was tried before the 
Court of Exchequer in Ireland, • who gaire a de- 
cree in favour of Maurice Anncfly againft Hefter 
Sheflock. The Houfe of Lords in Ireland was 
appealed to : they reverfed the decree ; and Hef- 
ter Sherlock was put in poffeffion of the eftate.* 
MaAiri(;}e Annelly applied to the Houfe^bf Lords in 
England, for relief. The Houfe, proceeding upon 
th* principle that fe Peers of Ireland poiffeffedno' 

power 
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jxwct of Jutifiiiaion, confirmed the decree ; an<J 
an Order was fent to the Barons of the E^cbeq^^r 
in Ireland, to caxife the pofleffioii of the eftate tcP 
be reftored to Maurice Ann^djf ; "^hkh Order 
they were able, after fcrme time,- to eflfed* Hd*- 
Ur Sherlock petitipfted the Hotife of Peers in 
Itelaaid: they ordered the three BaroHs of the 
Exchequer, J^rey Gitbert^ JoJm Pocklin^on^^^A 
Sir John St. Leger^ iftto cttftody j and fent a re-» 
prefentfttion. of the cafe of the King* This reprc-i 
fentation was l^id before the Englifli Houfe :of 
Peers : who, after addreifing the King, to defir^ 
that he would be pleafcd to confer fome marks* 
6f his Royal favour on the Barons of the Exche-^ 
quer, framed a Bill^ of whi<rh the following ia att 
abftraft: 

* Whereas attempts have bc^tt lately mad^ t<y 
^ fhake off the fubjedion of Ireland unto the £m<' 
^ perial Crown of this Realm : And whereas the 
^ Houfe of Lords in Ireland have of late affumed^ 
^ againit law^ a power to ermine and amiend thc^ 

* Juilgments of the Courts of Jtiftice in Ireland : 

* Therefore^ b^ it enaded^ that the faid Kinlg^ 
^ dom of Ireland is ftibotdinate unto, and dc' 

* pendent upon, the Imperial CrowHf of Great 

* Britain; and that the Eling's Majefty^ by and 
^ with the Gonfertt of the Lords and Commons of 

* Great Britain, has full power and authority to 
^ make Laws and Statutes to bind the Pebpte and 
^ the KJngdofn of Ireland. And be it farther 
^ ena£tedj That the Houfe of Lotds of Ireland 

* have not smy Jurifdidion, to judge of, afBrmV 

* or reverfe, any Judgment or Decree ^v'^ in 

* any 
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* any Couft within the faid Kingdom/— — ^The 
Sill having met with the concurrence of the Com*. 
moas, and received the King's affent, became art. 
A6t of Parliament ; fo that thie claim laid by the 
Britifli Houfe df Peefs, to Jurifdiftion oVer th6' 
Kingdom of Ireland, was, in cafe of future bp«- 
pofition, to be backed by the \^hole jpower of 
Great Britain. 

In the years i^jfi ahd 1753, another remark^ 
Sable cdnteft took place. The difference was this 
time with the Crown. The fubjed was an un- 
appropriated fum of money, remaining in the Iriih 
Treafury, after the expences of Government were 
paid. Whoffe property vs^as that money ? who 
was to dtfpofe of it — the Cf own, ot the Irifli Par- 
liament ? That Viras the queftion. 

The Cfown lobked Upon the money as being 
its property: and as it was not then wanted, it 
being time 6f pierce, the Duke of Doffet, then 
Lord Lieutenant, ^cquaihted th^ Houfe of Com- 
mons, that he was commanded by his Majefty to 
inform them, that his Majefty Would confent that 
the money remaining in the Trfeafury Ihould t!e 
applied to the difcharge of theif hational debt. 
The Houfe pafled a Bill Accordingly j but avoided 
faying any thiilg about the King^s previous decla- 
ration. The Bill was tranfmitted to England, 
and was returned, that is, alTented to, with the 
additional mention however, of the King's pre- 
paratory leave and confent :\ the addition was 
Submitted to, this time, and the Bill accepted in 
the Irilh Parliament* 

M The 
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The queftion continued neverthelefs to be warm>- 
ly difcufled among the Politicians, till the follow-^ 
ing Seffion, that is, during two years : it was 
isdled the queftion about the previous confent : it 
was in reality about tlie property of the money 
remaining as a furplus, in the Treafury. When 
"the Parliament again met, in the year 1752, the 
Lord Lieutenant made the fame Declaration he 
bad made two years before* The Commons, m 
appropriating the new furplus money, again avdrd*- 
ed taking notice of the King^s previous licence : 
the mention of it was, as formerly, added by the 
Englifh Privy Council. " The Irifh Commons this 
time rejefted the Bill. The Crown then exerted 
its right, or claim, to the property of the money,: 
artd the King> by his letter, took it oiit of the 
Irifh Treafury. The queftion was^ however, of 
more importance to the Crown, than one niigHt 
' perhaps at firft think. If the Irifli Parliament had 
poflefled a right, of tliemfelves, to appropriate tKe 
.overplus of money in the Treafury, the right to 
difpofe of the whole muft have been allowed of 
courfe, and the hereditary revenue would thereby 
have been rendered precarious. 

We have recited the woes and oppreffions of 
the Irifh Naticu ; we .will foon relate their con- 
quefh and their viftories,. 



CHAF. 
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CHAP. XIIL 

A JhorUjketch of the political fituatkn of Ireland 
, in regard to Great Britain^ previous to the late 
dlfputes. 

JpEFORjE giving an account of the remark- 
able alteration in politics that has, of late years, 
taken place in Ireland, it may not be amifs to 
mention the reafons of the conftant obedience 
that had till then been paid by the Irifh Nation 
to the authority of the Englifh Government, and 
of the long acqniefcence of the Irifh Legiflature 
in the Supremacy afferted by the Englifh Parlia- 
ment. For, it is to be obferved that even thofe 
declarations of the Parliament of England, or 
Great Britain, we have above recited, were fub- 
initted to by the Parliament of Ireland. Thofe 
fteps they had taken, which had drawn thefe de-^ 
<larations, were only mere attempts to alter their 
political fituation: whatever public clamour might 
take place on thofe occafions, ftill the declarations 
and meafures of the Britifb Legiflature, and of 
the Crown, were acquiefced in. 

In early times, the Irifh Parliament and Colony 
could entertain no thoughts of independence and 
rivalfhip in regard to the Englifh Nation and Le- 
giflature. That Parliament only reprefented the 
four fmall Shires that formed the Pale. It was 
fummoned for the firfl time, according to 3ir 
John Davies's account (which is more likely to 
M Z be 
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be true than any other) when an army of Scots, 
commanded by Edward Bruce, attempted an ins 
'vafion of Ireland, about 140 years after the firfl: 
introduftion of the Englifli, in the reign of 
Henry the Second *. The Irifh Chieftains had 
nothing to do with that Parliament : nor the Re- 
generate Englifli : . neither did thofe" Lords of 
Englifh blood, who were poflefled of extenfive 
trafts of land out of the Pale, think the receiving 
of futnmons any very honourable circumftance : 
the Earl of Defmond even made it an exprefs 
privilege of theirs, never to come to any Parlia- 
ment, or walled Town, but at their will and 
pleafure. The Parliament of Ireland, previot^s to 
the times of James the Firft, was in reality no 
more than a Colonial Aflembly. 

In the reign of the Prince we have juft men-v 
tioned, the whole Ifland having been divided inta 
Counties, and Boroughs eredled in thefe, the Par^r 
liament of Ireland may be confidered as having 
, then begun to reprefent the Kingdom. But their 
confequence could not be fuch as to enable them 
yet to think of independence : they flood befide^ 
' aftually in need of the authority of the Englifli 
Legiflature, and of the fanftion of Englifli Afts 
of Parliament and Statutes, for fettling their 

* See the Difcourfe addrefled by Sir John Davics to fhc 
Irifh Houfe of Commons, to which he had been elcfted 
Speaker : it contains a very pretty account of the fomjation 
of the Parliament of Ireland, and of the defigns of its meet- 
ings, in fubfequent times. It is printed at the end of the 
fecond Volume of Dr. Leiand's Hj/iory of Ireland;. 

Country* 
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Country. During the Century that followed, 
Ireland either became the feat of civil wars, or 
was recovering from the devaftation which they 
had occafioned. 

Since the beginning of the prefent Century, 
Ireland has acquired great importance as a fepa- 
rate Kingdom and Nation. Ireland is equal, in 
the numbers of her inhabitants, to Scotland, and 
pofle0es fome fuperior advantages in regard to cli- 
mate and goodnefs of foil : Still, reafons have ex- 
ifted which have prevented there, till thefe latter 
times, the rife, or at leaft the exertions, of that 
fpirit of reftleffnefs and vehement National jealou-f 
fy which ufed to take place in Scotland, and has 
conftantly been manifefted by thofe Nations who, 
being pofleffed of confiderable internal power, 
have been precluded from being the feat of the 
Government. 

In the firft place, the prevailing Intereft in Ire- 
land, even after the Catholic party had been fub^ 
dued, were kept in a conftant ftate of alarm from 
the numbers and effeftual ftrength of that party. 
The degree of ferious attention that continued to be 
given to that objeft, confpicuoufly appeared from 
the manner in which the Crown was fettled on the 
Houfe of Hanover by the Irifh Parliament. . The 
reader has feen in a former place, how great an 
advantage the Scots had taken of the event wc 
mention, in regard to the Englifh Nation, and 
to the Crown : They had ftripped the latter both 
of its legiflative and executive authority in their 
Country. The Irifli Parliament, on the firft pro- 
ppfal made by the Lord Lieutenant, in the begin- 

ning 
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jiing of Queen Anne's reign, confirmed that Set- 
tlement which had been fixed upon in England ; 
only adding another A6t, by which Roman Ca- 
tholics wer^ difqualified from ferving as Members 
of Parliament, and from voting at eleftions: they 
alfo availed themfelves of thofe particular periods. 
oi time, i^ the fame reign, when the prefent ef- 
tabtifhment happened to be thought in danger, 
for obtaining farther laws againft the Catholics, 
and 2X. laft thofe laws of Difcovcry which have 
jbeen mentioned in a former place. But they 
'jvent no farther ; even though the quarrel with 
jtfee Engliffi Parliament, about Cbnftitutional Su- 
premacy, had been already feemingly engaged, a 
very few years before, on occafion oif the publica • 
tion of Mplyixeux*8 Book, as ^ath been above 
mentioned. 

At the fame time that the IriQi, as a diftinA Na^ 
lion, were thus weakened by their own internal 
divifion. Great Britain either continued lit peace 
with the reft of the World, or \?ras fo fuccefeful 
in her foreign wars, till the year 1763, that the 
internal feeurity of her Adminiftration wa$ rather 
increafed through them; her outward force being 
in the mean time augmented to a degree that pre^ 
eluded all thoughts of open defiance and ovi^rt op? 
pofitioa, in-any part of the Empire, to the ope- 
rations di her government. 

Thcfe were eflential difadvantages under which 
Ireland, confidered as a fecondary or collateral 
branch of the Empire, was placed. To which it 
muft be added, that her national Parliament more- 
over lay in a very difadvantageous fituation in 

regard 
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regard to the Crown. The IrifliParlkmelit wer« 
in poffeffion of none of thofe momentous privi- 
leges by means of which the t^arliament 6f Great 
Britain had enabled themfelves to guide the moti- 
ons of the Crown, and even at times to over-ruk 
it. 

In the firft place, the Crown, in Ireland, tVaf 
not dependent upon the Parliament for its necef*. 
fary fupplies. A fixed revenue had been fettli^ 
upon the Crown, in the reign of Charles the Se-^ 
cond, which it was not in the power of the Irilh 
Parliament to recall ; and which was more than 
equal to the expences of the national Government 
of the Ifland. This fixed allowance to the Crown 
is called the Hereditary Revenue : It is formed by 
the produce of the Hearth-money (about 61,000/.') 
of the quit-rents (about 65,000/.), and of certain 
perpetual excife duties; the whole together a- 
mounting to about 650,000/. annually. ^The 
Irilh Parliament being thus without a p6wer to 
ftop the neceffary fupplies of the Government, 
either prefently, or after the expiration of any 
term prefixed by them, their privilege of grant- 
ing money to the Crown did not even enable 
them to afcertain the time of their next meetings, 
or at any time to neceflitate the Crown to call 
them together. 

Neither had the Crown any want of the con- 
currence of the Parliament of Ireland for thofe 
important objefts, the modelling of the army, or 
the increafing of its numbers. The practice was 
to have Mutiny Bills for the whole Empire ena<5t- 
cd in Great Britain j and the quantity of the 

forces 
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forces alfo ufed to be fettled by the Britifh Legif- 
Jature« 

To the above fafts it may be added, that the 
Members of the Irifli Parliament poffeffed but a 
limited freedom of debate. They were in regard 
to the propofmg of New Bills, and of getting 
them pafed, under thofe reftriftions which have 
of late years been the fubjed of public difcouffe, 
under the name of Poynin^s Law. One of thefc 
reftridions was, that the Crown haJit in its pow- . 
er to alter their Bills, that is, to feleft and point 
out thofe particular articles to which it thought fit 
to give its aiTent. 

This fituation of Ireland, and ofher Parliamehty 
which we have above defcribed, has proved the 
caufe why the contentions of her People for inde- 
•pendence have continued, till thefe latter times, 
to be confined to debates and to zealous fpeeches 
and publications. The Regal prerogative had, 
till lately, continued in Ireland upon the fame 
terms on which it ftood in England previoufly to 
the reign of Charles the Firll. Such contefts as 
might take place between the Parliamem of Ire- 
land and the Crown, ufed in almoft every in- 
ftance to terminate in favour of the Crown \ the 
Parliament almoft conftantly giving up in the end 
thofe points which they had feemed ever fo firmly 
refoLved to difpute. As a farther proof of the 
great preponderance of the Crown in Ireland, and 
of its independence, it may be mentioned that it 
had become a conftant praftice to call a Parlia- 
ment of that Kingdom only every other year. So 
conftantly was this mode of governing adhered to, 

that 
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that the words from. one SeJ/ion So another^ oj, the 
^interval between tv)o SeJ/ionsj had become fettlecl 
words to exprefs a fpace of term of two years*. , ' 
To (hake off the fuperinteiidency of the whple 
Britilh Legiflature pf oved a tafltof ftill gfeat diffi* 
culty* \ The meafur^s entered upon by the parlia- . 
meilt of Ireland with defigns of this kind, werp 
only attempts, as hath been abbve obferved, only 
trials to enlarge their power, and c<Jiifequen^6. 
Acquiefcence was paid to thofe repulfes which 
they experienced from the Declarations expreiftd 
in fufEciently lofty language, of the two Houles 
of the Br^tilh Parliament : and thofe meafufes or 
proceedings by which the Declarations of' the 
Britifh .Parliament were afterwards enforced, 
continued to pafs without farther oppofitioti. The 
legality of the judgments given in the Britifh 
Houfe of Lords upon caufes brought befoi'p 
them from Ireland, Was never difputed after the 
paffing of that Aft of the Britifh Parliament which 
has been recitqd in pages 87, 88, It rtiay alfp be 
obferved, that^ when at a preceding period (the 
1 2th year of ^iiig William) ail Afl: was jparfed by 
the BritUh Parliarnent for appointing Trtiftees to 
go over to Ireland tn order to fell the forfeited 
eftates, the produce of the fale b^ing to be dif- 

N pofed 



* Government Accounts Were generally caft after tins maii- 
tier. Hence moft Wri'tera upon the affairs of Ireland have 
Reckoned the Hereditary revenue of that Kingdom at i,200,oool, 
or the^-eabouts : they mean, to fpeak of the revenue from oric 
Seifion to aaother» 
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pqfed of by the Britifh Parliament, the Aft was 
cxecu ted. without oppofition f. 

I'he fads that have been above recited give a 
true ftate of the political fituation. and the Con- 
ftitutipn of Ireland, confidered in the light of a 
diftinft Kingdom, as they flood preyaoufly to the 
late difputes, I mean to fpeak of the Conftitut ion , 
of faft (defaSto) merely. It is not my defign to 
inquire into the Conftitufcion of rights or to ex- 
amine into the doftrines of Mr^ Molyneux, or thlp 
opinions of Locke, and other Writers on thofe 
fubjefts. There 2^re certain peculiar knots or dif- 
ficulties in enquiries of this kind, which thofe per- 
fons who have engaged in them have not thought 
of: hence thofe contradictions and the vifible anx- 
iety which their Writings e^^hibit. But it is not 
my defign to. fay more in this place on the fubjeft.: 
I only intend todefcribe the changes that have of 
late years been effected in the political fituation of 
Ireland : it was neceflary for that purpofe to give 
an account of that mode of gbverning which was 
in former years adopted by the Britifh Crown and 
fstrliament, in regard to Ireland, and was, out of 
fomecaufe or other, fubmitted to by the Parlia-\ 
ment of that Kingdom. 

f Other additional Afts of the Britifh Parliament were pafTcd 
in the reign of Queen Anne, relative to the difpofalof the 
fame forfeited cftate*. By J:he Aia.pafled the fecond Seflion 
1° Reg. Ama^ cap- 2i, the forfeited ellatcd m Ireland, unfold 
or undifpofed of, were vefted in the C^een, her Heirs and Suc- 
ceflors ; the money arifing from them to be brought into the 
Exchequer in Ireland, and there to be kept apart from her 
Majefty's other revenues, to be applied a& the Parliament of 
England (hall direct 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.. XIIL 

%}3e genemlity of the People in Irelarul become tmre 
jmd more diffhtisfied with the fupremacy claim-^ 
. ed by the Legijlature and Kingdom. The qffair < 
nf Wood's halfpence* . 

HOUGH the Parliament of Ireland had ae- 
quiefced under the claims and Declarations of the 
Parliament of Great-Britain, ffill fuch acqiit- 
cfcence was not of a very voluntary kind. Thofe 
meafures upon which they had thenifelves ventur- 
ed, and their own Declarations, were proofs of 
their difcontent, and might be confidered as pro- 
tefts and (landing claims, oppofitejto thofe of the" 
Britifh Parliament. 

The generality of the People jin Ireland alfo be- 
gan in their turn to view things in the fame Hght,^ 
and to be alfo diffatisfied with the claims afferted 
by the Britifh Parliament and Kingdom : the con- 
fequence of which claims was to reduce their 
own national Parliament to the condition of a 
fubjeft ^Legiflature, and themfelves to the fitu- 
ation of a dependent Kingdom, and a fubordi- 
riate Nation, Mankind do not like to be fub- 
jtefts : rhiey do not like to be dependent : they do 
not like to be fubordinate. 

Thefe feaHments of independence on the Bri- 
liib Legiflaturc and Sangdom, were not however 
manifefted in very early times by the generality of 
faidividuals in Ireland. The queftion of fuch in- 
dependence appears to have been difcuffed for the 
firft time in public Writings in the year 1698 ; 
N 2 the 
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the time when Mr. Molyneux's Work was pub^ 
lifted*- / .. 

The firft inftance of an aftual oppofition gene-* 
rally raifed among allranks of the people in Ire*t 
land, with thofe notions of national independence 
We mention, feems to have taken placd in the well 
known affair of Wood^s halfjience, in the twenty , 
third year of the prefent century : in which affair. 
r)e,2^i Swift particularly exerted himfelif. This 
feems to have been the firft occaiion on which a 
very general fpirit of contention and, combination 
was manifefted in Ireland againft the Britifti Go* ' 
vernment. The clamour that was raifed at that . 
period was outwardly about the badnefs of Wood^s , 
halfpence ; but it is evident that the difpute was in 
risjtlity a queftion of politics and independence. 

The affair was as follows. A fcarcity of copper 
coin prevailed in Ireland. The , Government in 
London, in . prder to remedy it, granted to M^^ 
Wood a pateut for coining halfpence and farthings 
for that Kingdom : the patent was to laft fourteen 
years ; and copper money, was to be coined, pur- 
fuant to the patent, to the amount of 108,000, 
pounds, A confider^ble quantity of fuch copper 
coin was. accordingly coined in England, and fent 
to Ireland'., It did not meet with a favourable re- 
ception. It was alledge^ ths^t its real value was 

* The above remark, agrees with what Dean Swift fays in his 
Drap'ter^s fourth Letter. " Within the memory of Man the 
** Parliaments of England have fometimes aflimied the power 
** of binding this Kingdom by laws ena^ed in England : where- 
*« in they were, at firft openly oppofed, as for as truth, reafon, 
" and juftice are capable of oppofing, by Mr. Molincux." 

^ gteatly 
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greatly inferior to what it was made to pafs for. 
Tlie parliament of Ireland addreffed the Crown 
againit the meafure of fending the coin ; and dur- 
ing their following biennial recefs great complaints 
continued to be made both by Individuals and by 
public Corporations, This general clamour caufed 
the Patent to be recalled in the iif^ie, as we (hall 
mention hereafter. 

The uncommon fervour with which the circu- 
lation of Wood*s halfpence was oppofed could not 
poffibly be owing merely to their being bad cop- 
per and deficient in weight ; fuppofing they were 
{6. The real caufe of the zeal that was manifefted 
on the pccafion, was, that the Parliament of Ire- 
land had not been confulted concerning theifluing 
of that coin. Since money was to be coined pur- 
pofely for Ireland, confidered as a feparate King- 
dom, with a peculiar ftamp upon it, it was na- 
tural to expe^ that the feparate Parliament of the 
Kingdom fhould have been confulted in the affair./ 
Since the Crown itfelf did liot choofe to coin that 
money, as it does gold and filver ' money for all 
its dominions — ^fince the coining of copper for, 
Ireland was to be delegated, and trufted to pri- 
vate Contraftors, the Irifli Parliament, it was 
thought, fhould have been the Delegates, or at 
teaft have been trufted with the infpedion of the 
bufinefs. Thefe were, no douT^t, the fecret fenti- 
ments of the Irifh Parliament; and they were 
alfo thofe of the Public in Ireland. 

The above confiderations were the real caufes 
of the difcontent that was manifefted concerning 
Wood*s copper money. At the fame time little 
^as faid direftly on that fubjefl;. Every thing 

that 
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that might wear the appearance of a cb^n ol m^ 
dependence in favour of Ireland, were dangereu^t.* 
arguments to meddle with, efpecially at that tirne^^ 
The Ad of the Britifli Fariia»nent which had de-^ 
clared Ireland to be a fubordinate Kingdom had 
been paflied only four years before the period hei^e 
alkded to ; and the political aiTertions and cbdma , 
of Irifli Subjeds continued to be watched with a. 
confiderabie degree of jealoufy. The IriiBi Par- 
liamerit, in their i^ddrefs againft Wood's' coin, 
accordingly avoided faying any thing by -which 
they might feem to infinuate that they claimed 
for themfcbroB a right to coin money for their . 
Kingdom* They infilled upon the ba,dnefs and 
lightoefs of the copper. They added that the cir- 
culation of it would be dangerous to the proper- 
ties of the People ;, that the granting the power 
of coinage to private perfons had always been ^vt^ 
judicial to t!tut Kingdom : they alfo mentioned 
that Wood's patent had been obtained in alclan- 
deftine manner *• By this expreffion, a chndefn 
tme manner^ they could jEcarcely mean any thing, 
except that the patent had been granted without 
any previous communication with tfaem« 

The Addrefe was referred to the Privy Coun- 
cil in England. In ^e Report which they gave 
fome months afterwards they ufed pretty much the 
fame caution as the Irifli Parliament had dooe^ 
TPhey avoided to feem to view the queflion of the 
coin in the light of a national affair. They took 
very confiderable pains to prove that the halfyence 
were of a fufficient weight, and that the copper 

♦ SeeTindal, A, i7;?3, 

was 
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was good. They vindicated the Patent from the 
imputation of haying been obtained in a clandef- 
tine manner, firice the fame had been d^ly refer- 
red to die iEnglifh Attorney and Solicitof General, 
and even the Chief Officer of his Majefty*s Mint 
had been moreover confulted. They alfo nlacfc 
it appear, by a cloud of Witnefles, that a fcarcity 
of copper coin did really, aftually, and iona^de^ 
prevail in the Kingdom of Ireland. 
" It is not clear whether the Britifh <jovernment, 
in granting a Patent to an Individual in' EngUm&l 
to coin money for Ireland, had entertained a de- 
fign to put fome mortification^ upoii' the Parlia- 
ment of Ireland. At the fame time it may lie 
temiembered that that Aft df the BritiJBk Pitlia- 
ment had been paffed only four years before the 
petiod we are ipeaking <rf, by whi<!K fiie claims 
of the Iriih Parliament taan independent l^ffla- 
rive authori^ had been ftigmatized, sfnd in wiiidh 
it had alfo been ^^enafted and ileclared, diat tfce 
*' Houfe'of Lords in Ireland have net J tiorou^t 
*' to have, any Jurifdiftion te affirm or reverie 
^* any judgment given in any Court in -Ireland, 
** 'and that all proceedings before fhefaid Houfe 
" of Loi^ds relative to any fuch judgment^ are 
*' nxrll and void, to all intents and purpofes what- 
; ^ foever/' 

If the Government of Great Britain fecfetly 
meant, by the graiit of' the Patent, to convey to 
the 'World, and to the Iriffi Parliament them- 
felves, a farther proof of the fubordination of the 
Iriih Kingdom, they, in ibme degree, threw off 
the malk in that paragraph of their Report, in 

which 
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■which they faid, that " letters patent under tte 
** Seal of Great Britain, for coining copper mo- 
** ney for Ireland, are a juft and reafonable exer* 
*' cife of his Majefty*s royal prerogative, and in 
** no manner derogatory nor invafive of any li- 
** berty or privilege of his Majefty's Subjeds of 
« Ireland." 

In the Anfwer that had been given from the 
King to the Addrefs prefented by the Irifli Par- 
liament againft the Patent, it had alfo been faid, 
that " the granting of a Patent for coining half- 
** pence and farthings for Ireland was agreeable 
** to the p^aftice. of his Majefty's royal Prede- 
^'ceffors/' , 

The above pofitions were not, we may obfervCf 
quite conformable to fads. . It is true that two 
; Patents for coining copper mon^ for Ireland had 
been formerly granted. The one was granted in 
th.e year 1680, by King Charles the Second, to 
George Le:ggy Lord Dai;tmQudi ; the other, was 
granted to X>z^x by James the Second. But in 
the pailing of thefe two Patents the King's Attor- 
ney General iix Ireland had been confulted j the 
Patents were under the Gre^t Seal of Ireland,, 
and the money was coined in Ireland* Thefe 
were important fafts in regard to which the Patent 
granted to Wood differed materially. Wood's half- 
pence were coined in England: his Patent had 
been referred to none of the King's Offic<?rs in 
Ireland ; and it had been p^fled under the Great 
Seal of Great Britain. At the lame time it was 
not abfolutely denied by political Writers in Ire- 
land 
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land that Kcences had been occafionally granted t6 
private perfons, in former remote times of inter- 
nal war and public neceffity, to coin copper mo* 
ney for that Kingdom, and tkat copper money fo 
•coined had aftually been imported during fuch 
times from England ifitq Ireland. 

However, the ju/i und reafonahk exercife of 
bis Majejifi prerogative^ as mentioned in thfe 
Report, and the libefty and privileges of the Sub^ 
je6ls of Ireiand^ wer^ not proper topics for Irifli 
political Writers t6 defcant boldly and openly up* 
on at that time. The badnefs and execrabknefs 
of Wood^s^^ copper, coin were the arguments that 
were zealoufly infilled upon, together with the in- 
numerablfe mifchiefs that would arife from die cir-- 
culation of them. Wood*s halfpence were fai^ to 
be the accupfed things which the childi^en of Ifrael 
(or of" Ireland) were forhiddeh to touch. Thej 
W4mld run tike the plague^ and dejiroy every one 
who lays his hands upon them. Dean Swift made 
it appear that the admitting the halfpence would 
amount to feventeen Ihillbigs in the pound gene- 
ral tax. By tlhe circulation of this /^/<^/ coin the 
i^Tation was to be undone for ever. The qiiefti- 
6n abfolutely v^as, whether the Kingdom of Ire* 
land fhauld be wholly undone ^ dejiroy ed^ funk^ de^ 
populated^ m$de a fcene of mifety and defolation^ 
for the fake of Witliam Wood. It was alfo obferv- 
ed that the Trade of Ireltod had been reftrained 
and annihilated. No^v that the Kingdom was ut- 
terly ilripped and impoveriflied, the affiftance of 
William Wood was called in, to give the finilhing 
ftroke. Like another Goliah, covered with bfafs 
O and 
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ind copper from head to foot, he ftood with hfe 
axe ready at the root. The Grand Jury of the 
County and City of Dublin, in t prefentment they 
made againft the halipence, faid, that the circu- 
feitipn of them would operate the ruin of them" 

/elves and their pojlertty. And it appears from 

Ar'chbifliap Boulter's Letters, that he found all 
forts of People determinately perfuaded that /Z>rfr 
ejlates would be half funk in their value^ whenever 
Wood^s halfpence Jhould pafs upon the Nation*. Ii». 
fhort, the topics of the goodhefs: orbadnefs of 
tVood^s halfpence, and the fcarcity of copper mo-^ 
ney in Ireland, were debated upon by both Pari 
ties with wonderful zeal ; though thele were not 
fn reality the true caufes of the dri^ute. 

PoiEbly the reader may wifh to know what de- 
gtce of truth might bq in the' 3fj)^Tfions thrown 
upon Mr* William Wood^s copper cain^ 

The Parliament of Ireland, in their. Addrefles^ 
againft the Patent, had advanced, that, fmm the 
circulation of that coin, there would be a lofs of 
I ^o per cent, to thQ Nation^ Several Corjporati- 
ons had addreffed againft tlie bafene/s of the mo- 
ney j and die Grand Jury of the County and City 
of Dublin alfo infifted upon the fame circuraftance 
in their prefentment/ Dean Swift, in his Drapier^s 
Letters, aflerted that the copper was nothing but 
drofs, befides being deficie;nt; in Weight : And irt 
an Advertifement, or hand-bill, drawn by him in 

* The Archbifhop had jufl come over from England at 
that period, being preferred to the Sec and Primacy of 
Armagh.- * 

order 
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arder to defeat the execrable defigns of; Wood and 
his accomplices J he rates the halfpence as being fix 
parts in /even behw the real value* 

On the other hand the Britilh Mjnifters, who 
had taken very meritorious pain? to clear Mr. 
Wood^s reputation, and afcertain the goodnefs of 
his halfpence, and th^ neceffity of them in Ireland^ 
did rnention in their Report, that Sir IJao/f New^ 
ton^ Mr. Southwell^ and Mr. Scroope^ liad been 
referred to, for an aflay and trial of the money. 
That the Affay had been made upon fpecimena 
that had, from time to time, been takeii from the 
ley^ral parcds coined, and fealed up in papers. 
That the copper of which the coinage was made, 
was of the fame goodnefs and value with the cop. 
per of which the copper money is coined in his 
Majefty's Mint in London. That the halfjpence, 
when heated red hot, fpread thin under the ham* 
mer, without cracking. That the halfpence coin- 
isd by William Wood^ when compared with the cop- 
per money coined for Ireland in the reign of King 
Charles H, King James II, and King William and 
Queen Mary, confiderably exceeded them all in 
goodnefs, finenefs and value of the copper ; none 
of them bearing the fire fo well, nor being fo 
malleable, wafting very much in the fire, and 
great part of them burning into a cinder of little 
or no value. That, by the terms of the Patent, 
fixty hal^ence of Mr. Wcsd*s coinage were to 
wcdgh one poxmd averdupois ; and that they exr 
ceeded by one quarter of an ounce. 

Befides afperfing Mr. Wood^s copper coin, his 

f Qej^ies in Ireland had alfo found out that he 

* 0^ h;id, 
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had, iu a former part of his life, been a Hardf^ 
ware-man^ nptwithftanding he was ftyled a Squire^ 
in his Patent ; and that he had been a CoUedor: 
in Shropfliire, whei'e, pretending to have been 
robbed, and fuingtbe County, he was caft and 
loft his employment. In regard to Coleby^ who 
was one of the witnpffes who had fwom before the 
Britifli Privy Council concerning the fcarcity of 
copper coin in Ireland, it had alfo come to light 
that he had run away from Ireland twenty years 
before, having robbed the Treafury there^ when 
he was an under-clerk. 

Mr. Wood, on the other hand, did not defert 
his own caufe. Affifted by Wits and political. 
Writers his friends in London, he oppofed Pam- 
phlet to Pamphlet, and Advertifement to Advert 
tifement. It was obferved that Wood^s halfpence 
were current for feveral months in Ireland with 
the univerfal approbation of the People ; who all 
to a Man^ thought themfehes happy in having them. 
That thofe perfbns who moft declared at firft a- 
gainft Wood^s halipepce, were the very Men who 
intended getting a patent for themfelves. That 
the Parliament and Privy Councilof Ireland^ the 
Lord Mayor and Aldermen of Dublin^ the Grand 
Juries and Merchants^ ^nd in Jhort^ t]he whole 
Kingdom^ nay^ the very dogs were fond of thofe, 
halfpence^ till they were inflamed by fuch defgning 
interejied perfons. And all thofe who oppofed 
the halfpence were Papifts,^ ^nemies to King 
George, and wanted to introduce the Pretender. 

The queftion continued to be debated for a con- 
fiderable time in this manner^ It was Wood 

verfus 
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njerftis Ireland ; and Ireland verfus Wood. The 
bafenefs of the hal^nce wa3 the public topic; but 
the manner of introducing them, the mode that 
had been adopted of fupplymg the Kingdom with 
them, were in faft the real caufe of the contention* 
In the mean time the univerfal zeal againft the 
halfpence continued to increafe. JMoft Towns 
addreifed againfl: them and their ruinous tenden- 
cy. And a declaration was figned by the Coun- 
try Gentlemen, forbidding their Tenants to re- 
ceive Wood's bafe copper coin. 

At length the Irifh. Politicians began to venture 
out of thofe cautious limits which they had hi- 
therto prefcribed to themfelves. Queftions rela- 
tive to the King's prerogative, and to the fubor- 
dination of the Kingdom of Ireland, began tp be 
publicly difcuffed : An invitation had been given 
to it by that article in the Report of the Britiih 
Privy Council in which the privileges and liberty 
cf the Subjids of Ireland are mentioned. The 
Britifli Government now began to be but of tem- 
per; or rather they had been fo a long while be- 
fore, finding that the Patent they had granted, 
and endeavoured to fupport, was become tifelefs, 
though the fettled determination of all ranks of 
People in Ireland againft the halfpence. They 
took the opportunity of certain Writings lately" 
publiihed, to fhew their refentment. Tbcy re- 
folved upon the profecution of the Authors ; and 
the new Lord Lieutenant, the Lord Carteret^ who 
{till continued- in England, was ordered to repair 
to the place of his Government. 

It 
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It was immediately proclaimed to the world bj; 

Wood aiid his friends^ diat the Lord Lieutenant was 
going over to fettle bis halfpence. However, hi& 
Excellency i^d ^ot fee^m outwardly to trouble him* 
felf much about them* But, immediately after 
hi$. arrival, a proclamation was iffued, offering a 
reward of three hundred pounds for difcovering 
the Author of a iPamphlet intitled the Drapier*s 
fourth Letter, in which the quelHon of the depen^' 
dency of the Kingdom of Ireland had been exav 
mined with fome unufual degree of freedom* The; 
Author was generally underflood to be Dean 
&'a)ift \ but there <;:ould be no proof againft hjnu 
The manufcript copy which was found in the Prin* 
ter's Houfe, was in a counterfeit hand : And it 
had been brought, fealed up in a paper, by ai^ 
pbfcure meflTenger, to whom it bad been deliver* 
^d one evening through a window by an unknown 
perfon. In defied of the Author, the Printer and 
his Wife , were imprifqned ; and a bill of indid,^ 
xnent was prepared againft the Printer * > . H ie 
Grand Jury wouUl not find the Bill, The Lord 
Chief Juftice of the King's Bench diCchm-ged them 
in % paifioiu A fecond Grand Jury was empaa- 
nelled. But here matters took a turn which the 
Britifh Government, and the Officers of the Crown 
in Ireland, had not e^pef^ed. The Grand Jury, 
inftead of finding the Bill againft the Printer, made 
the following prefentment. 

" Whereas feveral great quantitifes pf bafe me- 
^ tal CQined, commonly called Wo$d's halfpence, 
^' have been brought into the port of Dublin, 
^ and Icidged in feveral houfes of this City, with 

" an 
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^ ah intention to make the fame pafe among his 
^ Majefty*s Subjefts of this Kingdbm, we t^ 
**^ Grand- Jufy <rf the Cotinty of the CityofDulv. 
** lin doprefent iH fuch perfons as have attemper 
•^^ ed, or fhail attempt, to impofe the fakt halfpence 
** upon us. And we do, with gratitmle, acknovi^ 
*^ ledge the fetvices of all fiich Patriots a^-hSvfc 
** been zealous- in'deteSing the fraudulent Jfla*- 
** pofition of thefaid Wood, ^d^ pi^TCnting the 
** paffing of his bafe coin/' (28 Nov, 17 24-) 

Now if th6 Kingdom ot Ireland- was really in 
•want oF copper moni^j for eircufetibn and fmafi 
payinehts, why was not fucb money coined by the 
King himfelf, in hi* own Mint, in the uftol way? 
^e delegating thefeufinefe of coining fiich monef 
4o a private Individual was certainly a flovenly mea- 
sure : fiippofing this method of fupplyihg Ii^land 
•With copper coin was not adopted ftora a defiga to 
•put Jbme additional n:iortificatH>n wpon the ftifc 
Parliament, %hofe claims the Ririiament of Great- 
Britain had ftiginatized a very few yearfr befeire^- 
The coining of money is abfoltitely a contraflt 
between the &)Vereign and the Public. The fo- 
vereigfl i^ a voucher for the true weight and ftand- 
ard of the coin. His effigies, to anfwer the pur- 
|)ofe of his handwrtting, is placed upon every 
piece. He. is the refponfiWe Man for the intr infic 
talue and honefty of the money* To delegate 
this refponfibility to another perfon muft proceed 
' either from diftrefled circumftances, or from a 
difpofttion to infuft : it muft be either a difdainful, 
or a ikulking, mcidure* 

' . TJiae 
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There have been many inftances of Sovereigrt^ 
who have thus delegated for a time the bufmfsfe 
of coining money to private perfons. But the 
expedient was evidently adopted from the peculiar 
difficulty of their prefent fitua^ipns. At the fame 
time they could not. be fo very poor as to be po* 
iitively unable to pay workmqn to coin money for , 
.them, and in their names, direftly. Their having 
:the bufinefs of minting money now executed by 
the unufual mode of contrfiQ:, was in order to di* 
veft'thonfelves of a refponfibility which they were 
&;nfible they could no longer afford. They cotifi* 
dered the expedient as being a public proclamation 
of thofe difficulties they were under^ and meaat 
tp claim the indulgence of their fubjeflis for d^e 
. diflioneft coin that was now to bepaffed upon then^ 
If their Subjefts would not (hew fuch indulgence^ 
if they would abfolutely be clamorous, then, a pro^ 
per perfon, a fcape-goat, a bankrupt or J^w con- 
. tradtor, ftood before them, a fit mark for fquibs 
and abufe. By fuch an object being pointed out 
to thein, they were even expreftly invited to re- 
quite themfelves, to be clamorous without fear, 
and make themfelves as happy that way as they 
chofe. ' ' 

The expedient adopted by the Britifli Minifters 
of delegating the care of coining money for Ireland 
to anobfcure Individual, infteadof doing the bu- 
finefs themfelves, was a meafure not very unlike 
the fea of Charles the Twelfth of Sweden, who 
offered to the Senate of Stockholm to fend them 
his boot to govern them. If there was no political 
fchenie in the affair, it was a piece of flovenly in- 
advertence. 

It 
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' It is no wonder that thePeopIe in frelandthouglit " 
thcmfelves affronted by the introduction ofW^d^^f] 
halfpence ; efpecially if it be confidered that they^ 
tontinued fo k^ep a frelh remembrance of the 
mark that had been fet upon their Parliament^ aixd 
their Houfe of Lords in particular^ three or four 
years before; . The whole Nation were fet againfl - 
Wood^s haifyence as againil invaders and common 
caiemies* Not only the Parliament^ but alfo the 
Privy Council of Ireland, Had addreffed agairitlr 
them; though without urging any thiiig befides : 
the great hurt to Trade that would refult from the 
adinitting of them* The affair had^ from the be- 
ginning, been carried on in this manner. A deal 
i0f apparatus and noife was made about fome things, 
while other things were meant. The whole afiair 
Was in reality a queftion of national competition^ 
and independence. 

Archbifliop Bouitet, wh6 hiad beeil promoted 
from England to the See of Armagh, and had ar^ 
rived in Irelitnd a few days before that Prefeiita' 
ment was made by the Dublin Gtand-Jury which 
has been above riceited, gives an actount bf the 
general ftat^ of things iii Ireland, in . two letter$ 
addreffed to the Duke of Newcaftle, diated 
Nov. 28, ijri^, and Jan. 19^ ^7^1- He menti- 
ons all forti'k^re being determindtety fet againfl 
Wood's hatlfpencel The People of en)ery religion 
undp&rty^ here^dre alike fet again/i JVood^s copper 
toim The Men of the -be/i fenfe -and ejiates had 
told the Archbilhop that they expected the ruin 
of their Trade and Manufadutes to follow front 
the admiffion of the halfpence, as well as the 
* P finking 
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finking, the rent of all the eftates. Several Per- 
fans in public Offices had agreed with the Arch-» 
biihop that the admiirion of ten or fifteen iboufand 
pounds worth of hal^ence would be of fervi<:e ; 
but they dare not fay fo to any lrifhman*.i.. All the 
People ^Lt^fo poifoned with apprehenfions (f Wood's 
Jyalf pence. 

After glancing at the late behaviour, and im- 
prudence, a» he exprefles it, of the Grand- Juries^^ 
the Archbiifiop adds, he does not £^e there can be. 
any hope of juflke againfl any perfon for feditiom. 
writings J if he does but mix^ fomeivhat aboui Wood, 
in them* He alfo fays, that upon any new oc-". 
currence it will ftill more appear that the uneaftmfs , 
about the halfpence is a protedion for any fedition\ 
thai ha» any thing againft the halfpence intermixed, 
with it ; fo that it is impojfible for the Government y, 
in the prefentfiate of things^ to have jujiice againji . 
any fucb Delinquentst 

In a fubfequent letter, his Gracq mentions that . 
the Seffion of their Parliament is approaching, — ^ 
that he is apprehenfive there will be a great heatjn 
both Hqufesy and has no hopes of fo much as decent 
proceedings^ except this Hation is thoroughly rid of 
their fears about the halfpence^ and the dread of. 
Wood's copper coin is removed. ,Th^ Archbilhop 
moreover obferves, that bis Grace (jthe Duke of 
Newcaftle) and others in th£ Minijiryj are bcjl 
judges hffw the Irifhnatien might. Be made eqfy^ and 
at the fame time the honour of bis Majejiy preferved.[ 

* The Patent granted to Wood was ©rigindUy for i08>oOa 
pounds lleriing. , 

■ The 



On ihe Kingdom of Ireland. 1x5 

The Archbifhop was folly perfuaded that the 
Tapijls and Jacobites had been inftrumental in 
f^reading this general infe£lion^ and had ufed a deal 
cf art and indujiry in this affair f. 

Matters were thus brought to a kind of a feri- 
ous fituation. To cpntinue to fupport the Patent, 
arid take farther fteps from Great Britain for 
enforcing the circulation of the halfpence, were 
now dangerous meafures. Some fteps of that 
kind had already been taken by means of that 
Report of the Britiih Privy Council which has 
been above mentioned. The Patent ^'as declared 
in the Report, to be Jegal and obligatory^ and a 
jiijl and reafonable efcereife of bis Majefty^s royal 
Prerogative : all the Officers and Judges in the 
Kingdom were alfo commanded to countenance and 
ajfijl the JPatent, To endeayoiiir now to purfuc 
the fame plan any further, was not unlikely to be 
attended with fome cataftrophe. The fending a 
few more barrels of halfpence to Cork, to Dub- 
fin, might have been followed by events of the 
very fame nature as thofe by which the arrival of 
the Tea at Boftpn was, Matters ftood in Ireland, 
at the period we are fpesJdng of, in a fituation 
very fimilar to that In which they'were in Ame- 
rica, in the year 1773. 

Whether the Britifh Minifters had final com- 
pulfive meafures in contemplation, is not clear. 
One might imagine fo, from certain expreffions in 
Dne of Archbifbop's Boulter*s Letters, in which 

f See Archbiflibp Boulter's Letters, Vol. !• page 3, 4, 
f> ?» ;^> 35> 3<5. 
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be fays, that in his converlktions with the Men 
pf beft fenfe and eftates iii Ireland, he had repre-. 
feated to them, among other confiderations, that 
the feditious and clamorous behaviour of many tmifi 
rather tend to froi^oke bis. Majejiy and hh Mini/iry 
to fupport the Patent. 

However, tlie Britifli Minifters were wifer than, 
to take up the cudgek. tpo far in favo\ir of Wil^^ 
liam Wood^s halfpence, in the fanie manner as was 
done in the year 1 774, with refped to theEaft-India 
Company's Tea. They confuiered the great dan- 
ger that niight follow from a civil commotion 
being raifed fo near Jlngland, when a new Family 
had been but lately promoted to the Throne, and 
only a few years had elapfed fince . a. Pretender's' 
army had made its appearance both in Scotland? 
and in England. 

It was alfo fomewhat more eafy for the Britifh 
Minifters, at the time we are fpeakii^g of, to aft 
with temper, that it prayed for thoje v^ho ruled 
in the years 1773 and 1774- . The Tea was 
fent ta Bofton witk the exprefs purpofe of raifing 
a revenue out of it. This revenue was iutcnded 
to fix the right of the Britilh Parliament and Go- 
vernment to eftabliih fuch a revenue: and, the 
produce, fmall as it was to prove^ was to accrue 
direftly to his Majefty's Exchequer. Minifters 
could not well defert the projedi without owning 
their weaknefs and inability to accom^lifli it. But 
here, the Britifh Minifters defigned nothing for 
themfelves. They had afted folely and purely for 
the benefit of his Majefty's Subjefts of- Irelaad. 
(They |iad never openly declared .?aiy thing be** 

yond 
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yond this.) TheSu^efts of IrdiaxKiW;aixted goo4 
copper halfpence^ The fad had been proved by 
numbers of wknefles. -The Britifli Minifters had 
endeavoured to fupply thepi with fu^h half-pence. 
They had procured an honeft ContraSor to melt 
and ftamp the money. They had done their part. 
They could do no farther. ..If the People of Ire- ^ 
land will not be pleafed, it is their own fault. 
With thefe conliderations did the Britiih Minifters 
put on a fatisfied countenance, and cancel the 
Fatent. 

This fuccefs did not,* however, quite completely 
pacify the Irifh Leaders and Politicians. Like a 
beiieged Troop that has been kept for a long 
while blocked up, and wants to make a fally on 
the retiring Enemy, they wanted to purfue their 
advantage a little farther than the. bare fmkirig of 
the Patent. They availed themfelves of the op^ 
portunity of the opening of the SeiEon of their 
Parliament, which was now meeting, after a two 
years recefs. The Patent had been revoked about 

three weeks before that time. ^In the thanks 

which were to be given to the King, as an anfwer 
to the Lord Lieutenant's Speech, it was propofed^ 
befides the words his Majejt'fs royal favour and 
condefcenfion^ to add, his great wisdom, inpuU 
ting an -efeSual end to the Patent formerly granted 
Mr. Wood. The plain tendency of thde words 
great wifdom was to iniinuate that the continuation 
of the Patent would have been an unwife mea- 
fure, a meafure of danger. This was no com- 
pliment to the Minifters who had granted the 
l^atcnt. The Archbifliop of Dublin f Dr. King), 

who 
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who was ail Irifhman, and Primate of Ireland^ 
caufed the words to be iijferted in the firft fitting^ 
and in the Committee. The Archbifhop of Ar- 
magh, who was an EngUlhman, and IMmate of 
jIU Ireland, ca'ufcd thenj to be omitted in -a fub- 
fequent debate* The fame Archbifhop communi- 
cated to the Minifter his friend, in jEngland, the 
fuccefs he had obtained. The MMfter, in his 
anfwer, informed hinj he had fent an account to 
the eourt at Hanover^ of his fervices. And the 
Archbifhop, by the next pofl, defircs him to ac- 
cept his thanks *. 

^ Poflibly the reader may want to know how the SubjeAi 
o£ Ireland lyere fupplied with hal^>ence at lafL In the year 
; 732 the Lords of Ireland gave a Memorial tp the Duke qf 
porfet, then Lord Lieutenant, fetting forth the urgent dif- 
trefs of the lower cfcfles pf their People for want of copper 
coin, and requefting his Majeily's leave to have fifty tun 
weight of hidttpence coined in die. Tower of London: thj: 
Privy Council of Ireland alio made an application of the like 
kind. The leave wai grantecL Fifteen thqufand pounds 
worthy or about feventy tun weighty were to be coined. But, 
by fomc means or other, the coinage was fo much delayed, 
tihrougii fome fyint of retaliation perhaps in the Briti(h Mini- 
fiers» that tl^ firft coined halfyence were Qot ready tp be deif- 
yerod till March 1737.^ as I find in one of Aschbifhop Boulr 
ter^f Letters, who had very frequently during that time reprc- 
Rented the neceffity of difpatch. — " Two tun of our copper 
** halfpence are arrived here ; and four tun more have been ihip^ 
<^ ped fome time, which we hope fpeedily- to receive ; we ihall 
♦* then begin, U> iffec thcjn/' &c. Marct 26, 1 737. 
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t HAP. XIV. .;, :, . 

The fpirit of National ikdepeffdmc'e fothet increafa 
in Ireland. The Laws by which the Trade of 
Ireland is rejiramedy are at length openly conn 
flained of. i'be People of Ireland^ with the Pivo 
Houfes of the Irijh Parliament y uHite in. de^ 
manding a free Trade^ ... 

HE above accaunt of the affair of Wood^s 
halfpence has been given at fgme. length, be- 
caufe the queftion was of a more coriftitutional 
nature than it is commonly reprefented to have 
been, and alfo becaufe this feems "to have been: 
the firft occafioa on which a general ipirit of 
pppofuion to the Britifii Government, and of 
national independence, was manifefted by all or- 
ders of Subjefts in Ireland. 

The fame national fpirit was alfo manifefted in 
eUier refpe^fts. The Pepple.of Ijeland ufed to 
exprofs a coflfiderable degree of ^flike againft 
Placemen from England. They reliifhed them as 
little as they did.Mn Woody copper coin. ^ T9 
have Men fent to gpvern them ifrbm anothejr 
Kingdom they confidcred as a badge of prgvlncial 
fubjefHon, and proyincial government.-— —'Thi* 
e^preilion ^ provincial government dQcuxs frequent-r 
ly in irifli political Writings. Thi$ diflike to 
/Placemen from Creat Britain did not take its 
rife at the tim^ of Wood^i lialfpence ; but it really 

feems 
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feems to have received an additional increafe ai 
that period. . Atchbifhojp Bbultef, ajfter his land- 
ing in Ireland, had foon an opportunity to tak^ 
notice 6f this national fpirit. In a lettelf he^vrotd 
•to the Archbifliop of Canterbury, fome few days 
after his a.rrival, he ufes the following expreffions i 
•' And I have little to complain of^ except that "^too 
" many of oUr own original efteem us^ 'Englip}men^ 
♦' xis intruders J*^ 

In the fame letter he defir^ the Ar-<?hbilhop of 
Canterbuiy to confer the degree of Doftor upon 
a friend of hig^ who is fpon to follow him, into 
Ireland : which Archbifliop Boulter did not ehoofe. 
to do himfelf, becaufe, he fays, his power of* 
conferring degrees in Ireland is not univerfally^ 
allowed, and he is unwilling to iinakc: the expe- 
riment in the prefent ferment here againji the'Hng^ 
lijh \. It has been mentioned in a formier place 
that the Archbifliop had arrived in Ireladd only 
a few weeks before that iptefentment which wa^ 
made by the Dublin Grajid^Juiry agaihft Wood^i' 
halfpence. 

In another Letter the Ardhbiflidp fpeakirig ot 
Dodor Hoadly, BifliQp of Femes, who had lately* 
come over to Ireland ufes' thefe expyfeffions; •* H^ 
^' is very well liked here for an^Engl^man J.'*-^ 
Another Letter contains the following obferva- 
tion : ** And there is no dqubt bUt fome otcaftori 
*' of things going as they have has been dn iiniviU 
*^ lingnefs in too manyy tofee.dnEngiiJh admini- 
*^ ^ration well eftablijhed 'h^re^ diid an intention td 

f Vol. 1. page 2. :J: Vdi.- L page 237.. 
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**J make all the^ Englijb already here unetify^ and /^ 
*^ deter ethers from coming hither §." 

We are alfo informed by th^ Archbi(hop*s Let- 
ters, of there being, two oppofite Interefts in Irew 
land ; the Englifli Interefl, and the Irifli Intereft.- 
This diftinftion and oppofition of Interefts be- 
came manifeft even on the Bench of Bifliops, and- 
in the Privy Council. In one of thefe Letters the 
Archbifhop fpeaks of the Dublin^ or Iriih, FaElion 
^n the Bench. And in another he fays, " When 
*' there is the leaft fliew of an affair between Eng- 
**' land and Ireland^ or where there is need of 
^' impartiality between any contending parties that 
*^ may be before the Council, we fliall be in the 
^^ laft diftrefs if the office of the late Chancellor 

^' m^y be not filled from England We have 

^' found the want of two Englifli Judges in ►^ihe 
** Privy Council, &€• When any thing is tranf- 
** afting in Council that can be thought to be for 
" the advantage of England, or when any per- 
** fons of confideration here may be offended, 
" the bed we can hope for from a Native of this 
*' place, is, that he will ftay away from Council, 
^^ inftead of promoting the King's fervice by his 

^'. prefence, and by /peaking We have found 

*' by experience, fmce the Lord Baron has beea 
^' the only Englifliman among the three Judges^. 
**' that things have gone very heavy in the Privy 
'^' Council here ||/- 

In one of his Letters to the Minifter in Eng-, 
J^d, the Archbifhop fpeaking of Dr. Coghill, a 

^ Vd. L page 54. || VoL I. page 194, 195. 
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Candidate for a vacant Bifhoprick, obferves, tha^ 
•* He is a perfon of abilities and fair charaaer,^ 
*' but as determined a fuppprter of the Irifh againft 
" the EnglHh intereft here as any body, though 
'^ with more prudence than many others*/* 

The neceffity of propping tjie Englifh intereft 
is often mentioned in the Archbifhop's Letters. — 
He, for inftance, earneftly advifes the Miijifter 
in England, to fill the vacancy of the See of Dub- 
lin with an Englifhman, as the Irifh have already 
a majority on the Bench of Bilhops. " 1 am con- 
*' fident there will be a good deal of murmuring 
*' here to have the See of Dublin filled by an Eng- 
^' liftiman; but L think it is apoft of that confe-r 
*' quence as to be worth filling aright, though it 
*' fhould occafi[x:)n murmuringf/* The like caur 
tion in beftowing the places of Bifhops and Judges 
Archbifliop Boulter frequently recommends to the 
Minifter in England. At the fame time alfo he 
often mentions the danger of fending any Perfon 
from England to fill an Office in Ireland, barely 
becaufe he is either reftlefs \and troubkfome^ or good 
for nothings fomewhere elfe^ and in fliort, barely in 
order to get rid of him. 

This prevalent difpofition of the People in Irc;* 
land, to oppofe the Britifli intereft and Britifh 
meafures, did alfo yifibly appear in the great pub- 
lic encouragement that "ufed to be given to fuch 
Patriots as happened to diftinguifh themfelves that 
way in an eminent degree* A remarkable in- 

* Vol. I. Page 283. 
f Vol. I« Page 135. 
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ftance of this kind occurred in times but little pof* 
terior to thofe of Archbifliop Botilter. This Pre- 
late died in the year 1744^ aftir having bfeen thir- 
teen times one of the Lo.rds Juftices of Irelaildi 
The inftan<i6 here alluded to, i^ that of the cele»- 
bratedDr,' Charles Lucas^ who is reprcfented by 
fome Writers as having been a Goliah rf fatri- 
otifm^ and is denominated by others the famous 
Irijh Patriot. The Dbftor's popularity had firft be- 
gun when he was a Common Councilman of Dub- 
lin, where he was an ApothecaryiN By diligently 
infpeding the City Charters, and ekamining into 
antient records, the Doftor had found out that 
: feveral branched of power that were exercifed by 
the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of Dublin, did 
not rightfully belong to themi Among thofe 
•branches of unjuftly alTumed power, Dr. Lucas 
reckoned the power exercifed by the Aldermen, 
of choofingthe City MagiftraHes. However, in 
that refpeft, v'm the power of choofmg the City 
Magiftrates, the Do£fcot's alTertions happened not 
to be perfedly warranted by the Law, as it ftood. 
In other refpefts the Doftor's ojbfervations were 
better fupported; He roufed his fellow Citizens 
to vindicate theit juft rights; when a Warm con- 
teft' begsm between the Common Council, and 
the Aldermen, that lafted two years, and in which 
Dr. Lucas was the Leader^ His endeavours were 
fo acceptable to the generality of the People, that^ 
on the death of Sir James Somerville, in the 
year 1 746, he received public invitations to de- 
clare himfelf a Candidate for the City of Dublin; 
to which feat he was accordingly eledted. Being 
0^2 now 
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Aow li^ifed tO'thc important place of a Reprelcntav 
*ire of the People^ Dr. Lucas direSed his endear 
Tours to more interefting fubjefts than tie ea- 
leroachments of the Aldermen of Dublin. He 
^onfiderfed the feveral branches of the Conftitu-- 
.tibn in his Writings : He vindicated the rights of 
Iriflimen, and pointed out the injuries they had- 
fuftained frotti' tiie itfurped interference of the 
•British Legiflature. Refpefting thefe .different oh- 
•je£& the Doftor wrote feveral Addreffcs to the 
Eledors of Dublin, and to the Nation. The Go. 
ivernment at length became to be fcriotifly difpleaf- 
ed with the patriotic exertions^^of Dr. Lucas. The 
mofl remarkable paffitges in Eis Addreffes were 
fefeSied ; and the Attorney General was direfted 
to begin a profecution againft him. The Doctor 
4ed to. the Continent. There was a confiderabfe 
degree of firailarity between hi« career, and that 
of Mr. Wilkes. However, after fome time had^ 
elapfcd, certain changes happened in the politics^- 
of Ireland, by whieh a poffibility of returning with> 
•fafety ' to his native Country was opened to Dr. 
Lucas : A new vacancy Having aJfq taken place, 
he was invited over, and was again eleded a Re- 
prefiSQtative ft)?* the City df Bublin**. 

We may obferve that the exertions made* by 
Bean Swift againft Wood's halfpence at a preced- 
ing period, had beencroWned with fimilar ap- 
jilaufe and Acclamation. The Drapier (this wds 

' ' *' The Royal Exchange, lately ereAcd in BubUn, is orna-i' 
.mentedwitk only two flatpes, iiiaj. of his prcfcnt Maj^f, 
aad of Dr. Lucas. 

the 
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iSxc fignature which the Dean hajd.ilfliftned)' tiras 
become the univerfal toafl: ; acd hn tfiigies wd* 
difplayed ia every ftreet. 

The popularity of Dr. Lucas was aftefwaa*<& 
earried ta the height by his being the Mover of 
ihe Bill for liriiiting the duration of Parliaments i 
This was in the year 1768. Befoare that period' 
Parliaments ufcd ta be continued by prorogaiioiaj& 
during a whole Reign : . The fame Membersc^ 
coiirfe preferving their plaices. The Privy Coun- 
cil of Ireland confentoi to tranfmit the Bill t^ 
England: The duration of Parliaments was by it 
to be limited to feven years. The. Bilf was ngt- 
4urnedj ih2kt is, affented to, witb the addition of 
pne year. The Farliairaents of freland at that pi- 
.riod began toh^o^enm^j. In mentioning thife lafii- 
(tcr fefts I fhall pbferye, that the Govenmient of 
jCrreat Britain did not perhaps fliew any very greait. 
'degree of fagacity, when they increafed the De- 
Biocrajcy of Ireland ia fo important kmsaner.-^^ 
They, not (M^ly affibnted to theabove Ad, but mtilt 
.needs have alio underhand encouraged the brings. 
Ing of it in. They: were pron^ted by temporary 
motives of fome fort or other. 

In ^^ midft of tiiefe prevalent difpofitions for 
.natioital independence of which an account has 
juft been given, it is no wonder that thofe Afbof 
the Britiih Pairliament by which the Trade of If^ 
land was reftrained, ihould in time become the 
feibjed: of controverfy and complaint. 

The reflraints on the Commerce of trdand haA 
• feeen extended to diffeirent objefts. ^ 

Tte 
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The principal tvas the exportation of wool, ti^ 
ther raw or manufactured. He prohibitions upi 
on that article had begun in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth) and had been fucceffively increafed in 
fubfequent feigns. 

In the eighth year of Queen Elizabeth the export 
iation of rams, fheep, or lambs, alive, was pro- 
hibited from Ireland. (It was alfo prohibited front 
England at the fame time.) 

In the reign of Charles the Second, prohibiti-s 
ens were laid on the exportation of fheep-wool^ 
wool-fells, yam made of wool, wool-flocks, and 
iiillers-earth. 

> The above prohibitions had been laid upon 
•England as well as Ireland. Thofe which were 
^na&ed in King William's reign openly avowed t 
fpirit of commercial competition, and a defign to 
. advantage the Englifti at the expence of the Irifh 
woollen manufadure. By Englifh Afbs pa&d in 
the loth and nth years of King William, tht 
exportation of manufaftur^d wool was prohibited 
from Ireland to any Country, except to England. 
A confiderable degree of leverity accompanied 
the prohibitions here alluded to. The penalties 
of confifcation and imprifo^ment, and afterwards 
of tranfportation, were added. Perfons tried and 
acquitted by an Irifli Jury, were liable to be 
brought over to England, there to be tried a fe* 
cond time. The above Englifh Afts were framed 
upon the reports made by Committees that had 
been appointed to examine into the competiti<Hi 
between the Englifli and Irifli woollen Manufac- 
tures. In confequence of one of thefe reports an 

Addref» 
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Addrefs was prefented to King William ; to which 
his anfwer was " I ihall do all that in me lies to 
*^ difcourage the woollen Manufaft\ire in Ire*, 
land." Sabbati^ 2 die yulii^decimo Gulielmi Tertii^ 

In the reign of King George the Firft, the 
fame prohibitory laws were farther explained and 
confirmed. 

In the reign of King George the Second, feve- 
ral methods were obviated by which the former 
ASs had been ev?4ed ; and the prohibitions were 
extended to coverlids, waddings, or other manu- 
feftures made of wool flightly ftitched or worked 
together fo as to be turned into wool again, to 
matraffes and beds fluffed with combed wool, or 
wool fit for combing. 

Another corifiderable objeft in regard to which 
the Trade of Ireland had been reftrained, avowed-^ 
ly for the exclufive advantage of Great Britain, 
was the Navigation to the Plantations in the Weft 
Indies. 

By Adls paffed in the reign of Charles thieSecond, 
and fince farther explained and confirmed in every 
fubfequent Reign, fugars, melaffes, cotton, indi- 
go, coffee, and in ihort, moft, if not all goods, 
the produce of the Weft Indies, were not to be 
imported into Ireland except through Great Biri**' 
tain; that is, except they had been firft landed 
in Great Britain*. By thefe A£ts the Navigation* 

from' 

* Rum was excepted from the enumeration \ probably with a 
defign to favour the confumption of it, in Ireland, in preference' 
tp foreign brandy« At the fame time rum could not be im- 
ported in ihips under 70 tons burthen, nor again exported from 

Ireland 
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from Ireland to the Britifh Plantations wa^ com?* 
|)letely difcouraged. 

Neither could goods, the produce of Europe, 
either of Great Britain, or Ireland, or any other^ 
Country, be exported direftly frpm Ireland to the 
Britifh Plantations: they nmft be fhipped in 
Great Britain. (Linen cloth and falted provifif, 
ons were excepted.) 

The fame Afts had been extended to moft goods 
the produce of the Colonies in North America ; 
tet^yeen which, and Ireland, a direft Navigation, 
bad alfo been difcouraged by prohibitions of a 
fimilar nature with thofe above mentioned, laid 
upon certain enumerated articles, tar, marts, furs, 
-whale-fins, &c. 

The Navigation to di^e Countries fituated be- 
yond the Cape of Good Hope had alfo been pro-: 
hibited feom Ireland. 

The Britilh Parliament, in their dealings with 
Ireland, had evidently availed tbemfelves of the ' 
right of the Jirpngefi. However, fomething may 
be faid at leafl: to account for thje motiye,s by which 
they had been diredted. 

In regard to woollen goods, the Britifh Legifla- 
tare confidered that they were a flaple commodity 
of Greiat Britain, and the chief fource of ita 
wealth. They alfo confidered, that, in applying to 
this Manufafture, they had been beforehand with, 
the Ixifli, and that they had moreover made fuch 
improvements in it, as to have rendered it fuperi- 

Xrckiid in fliips under lOO tons : the intciit was to prevent* 
fmn^Hng into Great Bri^n. Foreign brandies were under- 

fiarikkriiegukytions. . ^ 
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pr to the like Manufafture in any Coiinti^. They 
accordingly thought that they were entitled to 
keep the Manufafture entirely 'to themfelves. This 
was not a way of thinking very extenfively libe- 
ral ; but it was a mode of condud which dl kinds 
of Trades ufe to follow. All trading or manu- 
fefturing Aflbciations, Corporations, Crafts^ Cnll^ 
ingSj Myfteries^ Freedoms^ Liveries or Companies 
claim in fevour of their Freemen or Members of 
any denominations, exclufive rights to carry on 
their eftablilhed branches of handicraft bufitiefs : 
and thefe exclufive claims are allowed, and made 
good, to a greater or lefs extent, by the laws of all 
Countries, within the precinfts of the fame States. 

The Britifh Legiflature, in fhort, had both 
claimed and granted a Patent to themfelves, for 
the Woollen manufafture, at the expence of Ire- 
land. — i — At the fame tithe, they had made the 
Patent perpetual. 

Glafs was another manufadure in regard to 
which the Parliament of Great Britain had claimed 
a right of preoccupancy and fuperior clevetiiefa. 
The exportatiori of glafs was prohibited from Ire- 
land by a Britifli Aft pafled in the igth year of 
King George the Second, That was the time, 
it is to be fuppofed, at which the Manufacture of 
that article had grown to be of importance in Great 
Britain, and in fliort, worth being fecured. 

The above two articles, wool and glafs, were 
the only ai*ticles, it feems, which were prohibited 
by Britifli Afts to be exported from Ireland to any 
Country whatever, whether Britifli Plantation or 
foreign Country. We might perhaps add a third- 

R article, 
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article, viz. tobacco. There even was a difference 
between that article, and wool and glafs ; which 
Was, that thefe two latter articles might be manu- 
feftured in Ireland ; only, they were not to be ex- 
ported; they muft be fold and ufed in the Country ;fc 
whereas the very culture of tobacco had been pro- 
hibited by art Englifh Aft paffed. in the reign of 
Charles the Seconds The motives; which might 
<caiife the palling of that Aft are not very obvious, 
fince tobacco vlras a commodity in regard to which 
England auned at no excellence. We are Aarita- 
bly to fuppofe that this Aft was paffed abfolutely 
and direftly for the good of the Irilh Nation ^ and 
that the Legiflature in England judged that the cul* 
tivation of tobacco ought not to be allowed ex- 
cept in Countries where there is a deal of vacant 
ground fas is the cafe in North America), or where 
the ground is good for nothing elfei 

In their provifions relative to the Irilh Woollen 
Manufafture, and to the minor article of glafs, 
the Britilh Legiflators had followed the preva^- 
ient inftihft or principles of Handicraftfmen and 
Traders.'— *—4n the obftruftions which they had 
fitftened upon the Irilh Navigation, by prohibit- 
ing the fame with the Britilh Colonies and Plan-? 
tations, they had followed the inftinft of Politi- 
cians and Statefmen. At the fame time that they 
looked upon Navigation as being the main linew 
of their power, they confidered, that power is fo 
interelting an advantage, that the reft of^ Mankind 
were probably wilhful to take the fame from them, 
and that thofe who might be fuccefsful in depriv- 
ing them of it, might not perhaps be willing to 

deliver 
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deliver it back to theiUr They If^ere alfo not un^ 
likely influenced by a notion, that power and 
ftrength poffefs more efficiency and fecurity, when 
rendered compaft, and kept coUedted around a 
certain centre* 

In regard \o the prohibition laid upon the Na 
vigation from Ireland to the Eaft-Indies and the 
Countries fituated beyond the Cape of Good Hope, 
it may, be obferved that the fame had been ex- 
tended to all Britifh Subjefts and Harbours, ex- 
cept the port of London, and the £aft India Com- 
pany. 

. Another reflraint on the Trade of Ireland we 
may mention, on account of the degree of notice 
that has been taken of it; that is, the prohibition 
which was laid, in the reign of Charles the Se- 
cond, againil the importation of live cattle from 
Ireland. The defign of this prohibition. was to 
prevent a too great difcouragement being put on. 
the breeding of cattle in England. It would very 
Ukely have been a better meafure only to have 
continued to check in fome degree the importa-* 
tion from Ireland ; in the manner it was done at 
firft : \irhich was by prohibiting it only from th^ 
firft of January to the firft of July, that is, during 
fix months of the year. However, when a total 
prohibition took place, about two }'tiars afterwards 
(anno 1666) no advantage certainly accrued from 
it to the poorer clafles of the People in England : 
neither did the fame do any harm to the like claffes 
of People in Ireland. The prohibition had more- 
over a tendency to leflen a grievance which all 
iriib political Writers have agreed in confidering 
R 2 as 
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as th^ chief caufe of the depopulation of the Coun* 
try, namely, the too great proportion of ground 
which is given, in Ireland, to pafture and the 
rearing of cattle. The prohibition to which we 
are alluding, would not have been fo remarkably 
complained of, if thofe, perfons who framed the 
preamble to the Englifli Aft, had not had fo ve^-y 
littje wit, in every refpeft, as tq have called the 
importation of live cattle from Ireland, a Nui^ 

fance *. ' 

* To continue the apology of the Brhifli legifla- 
torial prohibitions relative to the Iriih trade, it 
may be mentioned that the People of Great Bri- 
tain were fubjeft to the payment of taxes much 
more confiderable than thofe paid by the People 

. of Ireland. The Britifli Legiilators thought that 
'■\ thofe taxes mufl: be deemed to be aftual reftraints 

' on the Britifli Trade ; and they were thereby- 
influenced, whenever the interefts of the People 
of Great Britain, and of the People of Ireland, 
clafhed together, to give decifively the turn of the 
fcale in favour of Great Britain. 
' It maybe added that the Legiflature of Great 
Britain had fhewn fome favour to that Manufac^. 

* It IS not unlikely that the fi-aming^of* the Ad was in 
f&mc meafure an affair of party, and that the fecret intention 
of the promoters of it was to bring either mortification, or 
lofs, upon certain perfons. Lord Offory, Son of theDuke 
of Ormond, challenged the Duke of Buckingham for fome. 
cxpreffions the Duke had ufed in a debate upon the Bill. The 
Duke of Buckingham had faid that " none would oppofe the 
<* Bill but fuch as had Irifh eftates-, or Irifh underftandings."" 
Lord Offory was fent to the Towen 

ture 
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ture which w^s conficfered as the ftapl6 Manu^r 
fafture of Ireland, and to which the Irifh Nation 
might in faft claim a right of preoccupancy : I mean 
the Linen Manufadure. Linen cloth was excepted 
froni all thofe prohibitions by which the NavigatioA 
of Ireland had been obftrufted ; and it niight be 
.exported from Ireland^ in Jrifli ihips, direftly ta 
any Country, to the Britifh Plantations, or elfe- 
where. T^e fame exceptions had been made ii^: 
favour of falted. provifions : another ffaple com^ 
modity of Ireland. Irifh linen cloth paid no duty 
when imported into Great Britain j and, on be-^ 
ing. reexported from thence, the fame bounty 
was paid as for exporting Britifli linen. 

Irifh Ships, navigated with Irifh Subjefls^ were 
eonfidered as Britifh Ships, and had the fame 
privileges and abatement of duties allowed to 
them. / 

The fame bounties were paid to Ships fitted 
out from Ireland for the Newfoundland or Green-* 
land fifhery, as were paid to Britifh Ships ; pro^ 
^ided they Jhould return to fome fort in England^ 
The Ads which had allowed thefe bounties had 
been framed in the fame fpirit by which the other 
Afts concerning the Navigation of Ireland had 
been direfted. 

J'he fum of the commercial reflraintt that had 
been laid upon the People of Ireland, was as fol- 
lows : " ■ 

I. They could not export raw wool. ' 

II. They could not manufafture wool, or glafs, 
for exportation ; but were reflrained to their own 
home market for the chance of felling thefe arti- 
cles of their own manufadure. 

TIL They 
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ni. They were difcouraged^feih navigating 
to, and from, the Britifli Colonies in the Weft- 
Indies, and North America, by being ob^ged to 
go circuitoufly through the ports of Great Bri- 
tain, 

IV. A few articles, fuch as linen cloth, falted 
provifions, and rum, had been excepted from 
thefe latter reftraints : but on the other hand, as . 
a compenfation for this, the People of Ireland 
were prohibited from procuring fugars, even from 
foreign Countries or Plantations. This commo-. 
dity, of whatever growth it might be, could not 
be imported into Ireland but through Great Bri'^ 
tain. This additional reftraint, relative to foreign 
fugars, has been omitted to be mentioned in the 
preceding pages: without it, the Britifli Weft- 
India Colonics would have been injured by the 
Britifli Afts, and no benefit have accrued to the 
Navigation of Great Britain. 

V. The People of Ireland lay under the com-' 
mon and general prohibition againfl; fending Ships! 
to the Eaft Indies. 

The favours which the Parliament of Great 
Britain had ihewn to the Trade of Ireland, were 
certainly not an equivalent compenfation for the 
obftruftions by which they had clogged it. At 
ttie fkmt tlnie,^ thefe obftrudions had never beisn 
made the fubjed of any declared and national 
complaint in Ireland. The queftions of the com-r 
mercial reftraint^ of Ireland, and of the inter- 
ference of the 3ritifli Parliament in Irifii concerns, 
had continued to be difculfed only in the private 
fpceches of Politicians, or in the Writings of In-» 

dividuals* 
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dividuals. Sir William Petty firft attemj>ted to 
touch, in a general manner, on thofe queftions* 
Mr. Molyneux came after him : though he chofe 
to fay but very little on the fubjeft of Trade, and 
preferred to confine himfelf to the general quef- 
tions of Politics. Dean Swift, in his Drafter's 
Letters, glanced at both fubjefts. And, in a fub- 
fequent time, Mr. Charles Lucas debated the two ^ 
queftions in the Writings and Addreffes to the Peo- 
ple, publifhed'by him in. his private capacity.-— 
Many Authors of lefs note might alfo be men- 
tioned. 

But no fteps of a national and general kind 
were ever entered upon, in order to efFeft the 
removal of thofe Laws by which the Trade of 
Ireland was prohibited orreftrained. There was 
too fmall a profpedt of fuccefs. It was taken too 
»much for granted that the Britifh Legiflature 
would defend with the utmoft degree of feriouf- 
iiefs, both thofe A^s which they had pafled, and 
their claim to continue to pafs fimilar A^s in 
future. The Prerogative of the Crown had upon 
certain occafions been difpu ted in Ireland, in the 
courfe of this Century; but A6l:s of the whole 
Britifh Legiflature had never been oppofed. 
' In the year 1778 a different courfe of mea- 
fures began to be adopted. The opportunity was 
deemed favourable for procuring the removal of 
thofe reftraints by which the Trade of Ireland was 
clogged* The public difcontent began to be ma- 
nifefted with fymptoms very ,diiFerent from thofe 
which had attended the complaints made at any 
former period. 

In 
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In the Parliament which had met about the 
end of the year 1777, the difadvantages under 
which the Trade of Ireland lav, had beeil re-' 
marked upon with a confiderable degreeof warmths 
After the rife of the Parliament the fubjeft was 
How taken up by the generality of the Pfeople* 
The fame moreovpr engaged the attention of pub- 
Kc Meetings, and Coiporationsi Melancholy pic* 
tures were drawn of the deplorable condition of 
the Country, of the fallen price of its lands and 
tents, of the ruinous ftate of its. Mantifeftures, of 
the general decline of the fpirit of induftry,. and 
the ftagnation of trade and credit* All thofe cir- 
cumftances of public iiiipoverifhment which moft 
Irifli political Writers have defcrib'ed and attri- 
buted to various Caufes, were now reprefented as 
proceeding from thofe reftj^aints which had beeJi 
laid on the Trade of Ireland by the Britifh Lcgif* 
lature. 

Some temporary caufes of public diftrefs cef- 
tainly exifted at the time we are fpeaking of. ^ ■■ ^ 
The War with the American Colonies, to which 
ft confiderable quantity of linen ufed to be export* 
ed, caufed that important Market to be (hut uf). 
That general ftagnation of Ti^de and Manufac- 
tures, which is the ufual confequence of war and 
national difficulties, vfere experienced in Ireland, 
The like was alfo felt in England. The depreda- 
tions of the Enemy's Privateefs, el^ecially fince 
France had joined in the war, moreover proved 
the means of loffes to Individuals. 

The embargo which had been laid upon the 
exportation of provifions from Ireland was alfo 

com- 
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complained of in a remarkable manmef. The 
defign of this embargo was to prevent the Ene* 
mies of the State from being fupplied with the 
means of fubfiftence for their Fleets, The lofs to 
that branch of the Irifh Trade was compenfated 
by the purchafes made for the Englifli Navy and 
Ships of war, which were all viftualled from Ire- 
land. Befides, the keeping provifions within any 
Country can fcarcely be mentioned as one impor- 
tant public caufe of its diftrefs. 

It may in general be obferved, that the remov- 
ing of thofe reftraints on the Trade of Ireland 
which were now complained of from all quarters, . 
was fio very probable means of eafing the preferit 
temporary difficulties of the Irifli Nation. To 
undertake to eftablifli new Manufeftures in the 
ghfs and woollen branches, were but indifferent 
expedients, when the Linen Manufafture, in which 
they excdied, was in a ftagnating ftate, for want 
of fale. Neither was the beginning of a direft 
Navigation to the Eaft and Wefl Indies likely to 
turn out profitable enterprizes and remedies, when, 
the Sea fwarmed with Enemy's Ships of War and 
Privateers. 

As to thole lafting diftrefTes of Ireland, which 
Th©fl Irifh political Writers and public Speakers 
tave defcribed, perhaps with exaggeration, they 
could not receive any confiderable relief from the 
Repeal of thofe reftraints which \vj on the exter- 
nal Trade of Ireland. Thefe reftraints, though 
hurtful, were not yet fo in any very calamitous 
degree, ^any Nations have lived in a tolerable 

S flatc 
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(Ijite of profperity, and witho\|t complaining, 
""though they ufed to fend no Ships to the Eaft w 
Weft Indies, — thpugh they pianufaftured neither 
wool nor glafe for exportation, — ^and though they 
'me:t with difficulties in procuring the articles of 
melaffes and fugar. Be pleaf(?d to obferve that, 
fugar was retailed in Ireland as cheap as in any 
Country, perhaps, on the Continent j and fome- 
.what cheaper than in Great Britain, owing to a 
certain drawback paid upon it, when re-exported 
from Great Britain , into Ireland. — ^Tea was to be 
had in Ireland, free from the heavy Britilh excife 
duties, and alio from the Cqftom-houfe duties ; 
thefe latter being drawn back on re-exportation 
to Ireland. 

. Wool and Glafs, Sugar and Eaft India comr 
modities, were the only articles in regard to which' 
the Trade of Ireland was in reality reftrained. — 
Wool and glafs from exportation : Sugar and Ea^ft 
India commodities, from dired importation : Tq 
which add the article of Tobacco, from cultiva- 
tion. 

Foreign hops v/ere indeed nanied in three or 
four Afts of the Britifh Parliament with relation 
to Ireland ; but the provifions which thefe Adts 
contained might fcarcely be called reftraints: They 
rather tended to encourage the culture of that 
commodity in Ireland. ' Hops might be exported 
from Ireland to all parts: At the fame time th^y 
could not be imported from .any Country except . 
Great Britain \ In which cafe they were charged 
with the whole duty in Great Britain, as no draw- 
back was allowed. Regulations had alfo been 

made 
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Made Goncerning foreign fpirits i But they ^ent 
no further than to provide that foreign fpirits 
and brandy ihouid not be imported into, or re- 
exported from Ireland, in fhips under 100 tons 
burthen* 

A great number of A£ts had beeii at difFei*ent 
times paiTed for l-egulating the Trade of Ireland 
with the Colbnies in North America, in the Weft 
Indies, and in Africa, But, though thefe Aft^ 
might fwell the Code of the Britifli Laws and Sta- 
tutes relative to the Trade of Ireland, their gene-^ 
ral tendency was rather to alleviate the reftl-aints 
that bad formerly been laid on the Irifti Trade 
with thofe quarters, by occafionally excepting 
certain articles out of the lifts or enumerations of 
thofe which were prohibited froiti dired^ either 
importation or exportation* The defign of thefe 
lexeeptions wa^ not, ho^vever, fo much to benefit 
Ireland, immediately, as it was to introduce fome 
degree of combination and reciprocity between 
the Ttade of Ireland, and that of the Colonies, 

The Ads againft the importation of lire cattle 
•aAd falted provifions from Ireland into Great Bri- 
tain, had been repealed ; and the Aft For the in-^ 
troduftion of thofe articles, and of all kinds of 
falted ptoviiions in general^ duty-free, had been 
made perpetual- . 

Linen ctoth of Irilh nlahufadlure wa^ imported 
into Great Britain without any duty being paid. 
On the other hand, the Irifh linen Manufafturers 
did complain, and ^ith fome truth, it feems^ 
that they had not fully received that encourage- 
ment which had been promifed from Great Bri- 
S 2 tain. 
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tain, when the Irifii woollen Manufadure was 
difcouraged* Great Britain had not confined 
her confumption to the linen cloth of Ireland ; 
had given welcome admifSon to linens of foreign 
Manufafture. She had laid a duty on Irifti ftained 
linen, and alfo upon fail clotkof the Manufafture 
of Ireland** Irilh Politicians, at the prefent pe- 
riod, had even become fo accurate in their obfer* 
vations as to have taken notice of a fa£l that came 
out when the Parliamentary enquiry about Green- 
wich Hofpital took place; which was that the 
fheeting ufed in the Hofpital, was Ruffia, not 
Irifli clothe The faft, tonfidered as a national ob- 
jefl:, was triflhig. However, fince the important 
Manufacture of wool had been difcouraged in 
Ireland for the avowed benefit of Great Britain, 
it would not have been amifs if the Britifh Go- 
vernment had made it a point to be conftant 
cuftomers to the ftaple Irifli linen Maiiufafture. 
— ^Lord Chefterfield, I think, mentions fome- 
where in his Letters, that, fince he had bepn 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, he was careful to htve 
all the linen ufed ^bout his perfon and in his fsk- 
mily, purchafed at Dublin* 

The national diftreifes of Ireland, which were 
fo mqch dwelt upon at the period we are fpeak- 

* Sail cloth TN'as, no doubt, confidered by the Britifh Lc- 
giflators as being an imperial article, which they wanted to 
keep themfclves, as' well as Navigation, 
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ing of, are a fubjeft upon which Political Writers 
do not perfeftly agree. Dean Swift has given a 
woeful defcription of thofe diftreffes, in his Short 
n)iew of the Jiate of Ireland. He compares that 
Kingdom, in which a few Placemen from Eng- 
land enjoyed plentiful falaries, to an Hofpital, in 
which all the houfliold Officers grow rich, while 
the Poor, for whofe fake it was built, are almoft 
ftarving for want of food and raiment** At the 
end of that fame Treatife the following conclud- 
ing note is to be found. " The prefent ftate of 
** Ireland is in general as flourifhing as ppffible. 
" Agriculture is cultivated : Arts and Sciences 
f * are encouraged : And, in the fpace. of eighteen 
*' years, which is almoft the full time that I have 
*' known it, no Kingdom can be more improved," 
Orrery. (1752,) 

Mr. Young, in his Work publiihed in the year 
1779, or perhaps beginning of 1780, gives the 
following opinion. " Upon the whole we may 
" fafely determine, that, judging by thofe appear- 
*' ances and circumftances which have been gene- 
" rally agreed to mark the profperity of a Coun- 
*' try, Ireland has, fince the year 1748, made 
*^ as. great advances as could poffibjy be expefted, 
** perhaps greater than any Country in Europe.'^ 
It has been no unufual thing, it feems, in the Par- 
liament of Ireland, to hear pompous defcriptions 

* For a remedy to feveral of thofe caufes of national diftrefe 
which Dean Swift has pointed out, the People of Ireland might 
as well have applied to their own, as to the Britifh Leglflaturc. 

of 
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of the national profperity ptcfently contradided 
on the other fide of the Houfe, by nK>ft me Ian ^ 
choly piftures of the diftrefled ftate of the King- 
dom. The fame alfo often takes place in the Par- 
liament of Great Britain. 

Except wool and glafs, which were reftrained 
from exportation,— fugar and Eaft India goods, 
which were reftrained from dlre^l importation,— 
sfend tobacco, which was reftrained from cultiva- 
tion, the People of Iceland were at liberty to grow 
or manufafture what commodities they chofe, and 
fend them to foreign Countries. TTiey might 
likewife import from foreign markets what goods 
they pleafed. It has been above obferved that the 
articles of fugar and tea were cheaper in Ireland 
than in Great Britain. 

The reftraints on the Trade of Ireland, though 
detrimental, were not of that calamitous nature, 
which was reprefented by political Speakers, even 
in the Britilh Parliament, at the time we ar6 
faking of, or which was no doubt believed by 
many Individuals in Ireland. 
' There were other confiderations befides , com- 
mercial ones, which concurred in rendering the 
complaints of the People of Ireland concerning the 
reftraints on their Trade, fo zealous and uiiiver- 
fal at the period we are mentioning, and induced 
them to join in common endeavours to have them 
repealed* Thefe reftraints had been laid by the 
Legiflature of another Kingdom, by a Parliament 
refiding in a different Coiintry, and which, at the 
lame time, claimed a right of abfolute indefinite 

legit 
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legiflation qver them. Being governed for their 
good, is the utmoft that Mankind ia general can. 
bear j they fliould not be expefted to fhew mucli 
patience when they find that they *r^ governed to 
their detriment. 

National and political qonfideratipns were blend- 
ed with commercial ones, in the complaints. of th^; 
People of Ireland, Thofe prohibitions on -their 
Trade and Navigation, which had b^en expreffed^ 
modified, explained, or confirmed, in fifty, or fix-. 
ty Afl:s perhaps of the Britifli Legiflature, were^ 
in their opinions, but too obvious tokens of 
Irifh dependence, and of provincial fuboTdinatio^ 
and Government. 

An important change had alfo, at that fame} 
time, taken place in the circumftances of Great 
Britain and her Parliament. 

Great Britain, after being weakened during fe* 
y^ral years by violent contentions ^at home, had 
fee?! her Colonies revolt from her. She had beep, 
foiled in her attempt to recover . her dominion 
over them. She continued to be involved in afi 
expenfive war in the fame quarters. France and 
Spain had joined in the conteft ; and Great Bri- 
tain was now engaged in the defence oT her pwR 
coaft. 

The defign which, at the prefent period, begap 
to be formed and purfued by the People of Ireland 
find Leaders, of refcuing their Trade from thp 
detrimental abridgments, and provincial reflraiat§, 
under which it lay, was no very extraordinary ii>- 
ftance in the Hiftory of Governments. Seizing 
fhe opportunity of the diftreiTes of a Government 

in 
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in order to ferve particular purpofes,— taking ad- 
vantage of the fears it entertains of foreign attack, 
or of multiplied oppofition at home, has been 
praftifed in all times and in all Countries : it is a 
mode of donduft againfl; which political Leaders 
in Britain, and Members of the Britifh Legiflature 
have no very eminent right to e:^claim. • 

Freeing their Trade from encumbrances was 
now the univerfaj and avowed objeft of the Peo- 
ple of Ireland, In order tq forward the attain-' 
ment of it, public agreements againft the ufe of 
Englifli Manufactures were propofed to be adopt-» 
ed, in the fame manner as hacj been praftifed 
in America. The meafure, it was thought, would 
ferve the puiqpok of putting cpmpulfion upon the 
Britifli Government ; and it would alfo afford a 
confpicuous proof of the unanimous, fixed ^eter*. 
mination of the People. 

Agreements of this kind were entered into by 
the Counties of Rofcommon, Mayo, Kilkenny, 
and Monaghan, in the beginning, it feems, of 
the year 1779. At an Affembly held at the Tholfcl 
of the City of Dublin, on the 16th of April oT 
the fame year, Rejblutions of a like kind were paff- 
ed. And fimilar fteps were taken at Cork, as 
well as in other Towns, and^ in (hprt, through 
the whole Kingdom. 

Tlie Refolutiofis and Affociations againft the ufe 
of Engliflf ManufaQiures were to be adhered to, till 
the repeal of the obnoxious Laws of. Great Bri- 
tain was obtained. The public indignation was 
held forth to intimidate fuch as might be inclined 
to break through the general agreements. The 

names 
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names of fuch Shopkeepers and othet Perfons, as 
were deteded in violating them, were exhibited in 
the pubjic papers: iPor, the Refolutions were not al- 
\irays without fome few Tranfgreffors', And the 
Mob ufed to take upon themfelves the charge of 
chaftifing fuch as proved notorious backfliding 
Offenders. 

A very eloqiient Agent alfo at that time began 
to make its appearance in favour of the freedom^ 
df the Trade of Ireland, an Agent extremely ef- 
feftual for obtaining popular fucceffes : I mean to 
fpeak of the Armed AJfociiitiom. 

Thefe Affociations, according td the moft pro- 
bable accounts, began to be formed in the 
year 1776, A Member of .the Irifli Houfe of 
Commons, Mr. George Ogle, had ]3rought in a Bill 
for eftablifliing a national Militia. His motive was 
that, as the army ftationed in Ireland had been 
gradually draughted and fent to America, the 
Country was left defencelefs, and the Coaft ex- 
pofed to the infults of the American Privateers. 

The Bill mifcarried: it was oppofed, it feems> 
from the Government fide of the Houfe. As the 
County which the Mover of the Bill reprefented, 
(the County of Wexford) and in which his eftate 
was fituated, lay on the Southern Coaft, he de-' 
clared that his intention was to form a volunteer' 
Militia in his County, and to, arm his Friends and 
Tenants. 

The Country was ^ deftitute of military force 
and proteftion at the time we mention, that the 
Msiyor of Belfaft, having tranfmitted a Memorials 
to the Lord Lieutenant, requefting a body of the 

T Military 
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Military for the defence of the coaft, received fof 
anfwer, that no affiflance. could be afforded hiiii 
moie thaii half a Troop of difmounted Horfe, 
arid half a Company of Invalids, 

The promife of arming his Friends and Neigh-* 
hours, made by the abovenientioned Gentleman, 
was foon after fulfilled *. The fcene of diverfion 
and novelty which was afforded by learning mili- 
tary exerciies, drawing up into military Bodies, 
arid pradtifing warlike evolutions, invited a coni- 
fiderable number of Volunteers from the adjacent 
Country j and in a (hort time Mr. Ogk^s ai:my 
was talked of all over the Kingdom. A temptation 
to imitate the example fpread into remoter Coun- 
ties. The hoife of arms which was at- that time 
refoundirig from the bther parts of the Empire, 
became a farther incitement. The Armed AJfocu 
aiions foon became general, and >vere formed in 
the North as well as in the South. 

» the Government having begun to guefs at the 
kind of political engine the Ajfociations might at 
length' be turned intOj made o&rs of Commiffions 
and pay ; which were declined* They alfo order- 
ed fifteen thoufahd ftand of arms to be diftri* 
buted, by way of {hewing perhaps that they were 
not afraid : thefe were accepted^ 

* Other accounts, different from this, are given of the firft 
6ngin of the Volunteer Affociations. The City of Corke» for 
inftance, alfo claims the honour of having given them rife; 
armed Affociations, it is alledgcd, were formed at Corke againrf 
the Whiteboys^ antecedently to thofe in the County of Wcx- 
fgrdi • 

In 
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In the courfe of the year 1778 the number 'of 
the AJfociated Volunteers had rifen t6 thirty thour 
fand. No enemy at hand ; much iham-fighting, 
and reviewing; plenty of conviviality and entertain^ 
ment: about the middle of the year 1779 the 
AiTociati^d Volunteers amounted to fixty thoufand. 

They received no pay, Th^y chofe their own 
Officers. They, in Ihort, formed a kind of ftandr 
ing army, or rather {landing armed Bodies or 
Troops ; who communicated with one another 
through the whole Kingdom ; who were ftrangers 
to the Government ; and over whom the Govern* 
ment had no controuL 

As a fpecimen of the afpiring views, in a mili- 
tary line, manifefted by the Afibciations, even at 
an early period, it may be lyientioned, that, in 
the, year 1778, they fet the Regulars at defiance 
in the City of Corke, Thefe latter being abfent, 
engaged in a public Review, the Vchi^eer Army, 
by means of a rapid and fucceikful, march, made 
themfelves Matter of the Barracks ; and when the 
King's Soldiers returned, they were obliged, in 
order to get admittance, to perform a regular 
ipaxtial Relief, after the cuftomary manner of 
Regiments fueceeding in the place of others. 

. Military Affociations and Confederacies, when 
freed from military difcipline, are but indifferent 
Schools for political docility and fubmiffivenefs. 
The Volunteer Affociations foon infufed an addi- 
tional life and fpirit into the politics of Ireland. 
Till the day in which they interfered in queftions 
relative to the Trade of the Kingdom, the reft of 
the People had been rather uncertain in their 
T 2 own 
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own minds as to the real nature of their expe&a* 
tions. They confidered the reftraint$ that had 
been la^d on their Trade by the Britifli Legifla- 
ture, as being, no doubt, the caufes of tiie diff 
treffes of the Country: but they had not yet 
fettled to what ejctent they were to demand relief^ 
por come to any general agreement about that 
among themfdves. A perfeftly unreftrained free* 
dom of Trade "W^s not yet intended to be de* 
manded. In the motions made by Lords or -Gen* 
tlemen from Ireland, in the Britifh Houle of Com* 
mons, of which they were Members, in the year 
1778, and renewed in February 1779, it spears 
that the Woollen ManufeQiure was pqfitively ex- 
cepted froqi the propofals that were then made in 
favour of Ireland. — Wool, like fail-clotk, was con- 
fidered as being an Imperia! Article, which Great 
Britain wanting to keep to herfelf, would not allow 
to be fhared in. 

The words, a free trade, had not been yet 
thought of ; a perfedly free Trade was not the 
objeft which the Irifli Nation were aiming at, 
when the Affhciations joined in the common caufe. 
As hath been above obferved, they infufed a new 
life into the popular councils and refolutions. — 
From that period it became more and more evi- 
dent that the repeal of all reftraints on the Na- 
tional Trade was abfolutely neceffary to be obtaini- 
ed, without excepjion, or lofs of time. No dila- 
tory remedies, no partial expedients, the immc^ 
diate grant of a free Trade alone, could retrieve 
the public calamities, smd f^ve the Nation from 
impending ruin. 

The 
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Thfe events that had of late years taken place 
in America, alfo produced a temptation to imitate 
"the example, and to Ihafce oflf what vf^ confidered 
as badges of national dependence. 

The circumftances of the pref^nttiriie moreover 
concurred in giving the Irifli Armed Affociations 
a confiderable weight in the political fcale. The 
combined Fleets of France and Spain had been 
for fpme weeks riding, without rcfiftaiice, in the 
mdghbouring Seas. Not only Great Britain, but 
Ireland herfelf, had been deemed to be in danger. 
The Volunteer A^ffociations had been confidered by 
the Government of Ireland as the main defence 
of the Country. The Affociations were, in fciQ:, 
both the keepers of the public peace, and the pro- 
testors of the Kingdom againft foreign Invaders. 
Thefe circumftances did noj: increafe their political 
^modefty. 

In a Review and Proceffion that was performed 
round the Statue of King William, by the Dublin 
horfei and foot Volunteers, the four fides of the 
pedeftal w^t adorned with the following Infcrip- 
tion. The Irijh Volunteeri^ and Relief to Ireland.-^ 
The glorious RevQluHm.-'^A free Trade! or elfe*. 

* This infcription was in the true ftyle of epiftolary corre- 
fppndence, ufed in former times by Irifh Qliieft^ins among 
tl>emfelve8 : 

O'Mfl/ to G^DonneL 

Pay m^ your tribute, or if you doh^ 

Q'Nial. ' 
O'Donnd to O'Niah 

I owe you no tribute, and if I did 

0' Donne!. 

Ireland 
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Ireland was now expreffing herfelf in a tone 
which (he had not ufed at any former time. The 
Irifh Harp had paffed into a different modulatidn. 
It had left ihtjlat^ or minor. Mode or Key — the 
mufical Mode 6i plaint. It had paffed into the 
Mode of reproach and demand. Ai^ji the Irifti 
Harp was founding with the ThSxAJharp or Tierce 
majeure. 

Projefts for openly fetting at defiance the com- 
mercial Laws of the Britifli Parliament, were evea 
beginning to be talked of. A Merchant at Belfaft 
having (hipped a quantity of woollen goods for a 
foreign market, the GuftomAoufe Officer attempt- 
ed to flop the Ship, and read the Britifh AQ,. 
His endeavours were inefFedual. The Ship pro-r 
ceeded on her voyage, in fight of a multitude of 
applauding fpeclators. 

An Alderman of Dublin made a trial of a like 
kind. He laded a Ship with woollen fluffs for, 
a foreign port. The Colleftor refufed to enter 
the goods.-r-T-The Merchant brought an aflion 
againfl him, and was taking fleps for having it 
decided by an Irifh Jury. 

• On the 1 2th of Oftober, 1779, the Parliament 
of Ireland met. The eyes of the Public were now 
turned towards them, in anxious expedation of 
their determinations and proceedings. * 

Conticuere omnes^ intentique orn^ fenebantf 

The Parliament of Ireland coriipletely adopted 
the views and political wifhes of the Public. The 
Addrefs which was voted by the Commons, tp be 
- ' . delivered, 
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delivered, as an AnJTwer to the Speech from the 
Thrqne by which the Seffion was opened^ con- 
tained the following exprefEons : We beg leave to 
reprefeni to your Majejiy^ that it is not by temporary , 
expedients^ but by a free Trade alone^ that this Na- 
tion is now to be faved from impending ruin. The 
Houfe of Lords concurred in expreffing the fame 
fentiments : We think it our duty to reprefent to 
iour Majejly^ thai h free Trade is abfolutely nece/^ 
fury to enable this Nation tofupport your Majefiy at. 
this important period with exertions fuited to its loy 
alty^ andpreferve it from utter ruin *. 

liYiQ Volunteers of Ireland alfo had their fiiare 
. in the honour of the day. They lined the Street, 
or Avenue, which communicates from the Parlia- 
ment-houfc to the Caftle. And, through a double 
line formed by them^ the Addreffes were carried, 
to be delivered to the Reprefentative of the King 
of Great Britain. 

An event was now taking place which had not 
yet happened in the Hiftory of the two Kingdoms 
of Great Britain, and Ireland. The People of 
Ireland were openly Handing forth in vindication 

* The cxprcffion of temporary expedents^ ufed in the Ad- 
drefs of the Commons, alluded to the information the llord 
Lieutenant had given them, that a fum of money (50,000 
guineas) had been remitted from the Exchequer in England 
for reimburiing the expences of an encampment, while the 
Combined Fleets were in the Channel ; the Irifh Exchequer 
being exhaufted. After acknowledging his Majefty's paternal 
folicitude and condefcenlion in remitting the money, the Com- 
mons added, " We beg leave, however, humbly to reprefent 
** to your Majcfly, that it is not by temporar>' expedients," 
&c. 

of 
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of their political and commercial claims. 'T^hey 
were looking the Parliament of Great Britain in. 
the face, and calling upon it to undo the Laws, 
without exception, by which it had reftrained the 
Trade of the AfTociate Kingdom. 

An account will be given, in the Second Part, 
of the meafures which were adopted in Great Bri^^ 
tain, in confequence of the fteps that had been 
taken in Ireland, as well as of the alterations that 
were fubfequently effeded in the Irifh Conftitution. 
Obfervations will alfo be introduced concerning 
the political extent of thtfe alterations ; which are 
perhaps' more important in their confequences than 
thofe Perfons who have had a fliare in effefling 
diem were aware of. 
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